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PET OWNER PURSUES 

ENFORCEMENT AGAINST CHEMLAWN  

 
July 11 th, 2008  
 

 
 
http://www.catsdogslawns.org/ 
 
 
Robin Olson sought enforcement by the state of Maryland after her dog came 
into direct contact with herbicides during a application.  After the death of her 
dog, Robin started researching how Moose 's symptoms related to the herbi-
cide's ingredients.  Here is a fascinating  [ Fasc inat ing to  whom ?!?!!  ]  timeline of 
her tragic experience, research, and fight for justice. 
 
 
1.  " On Oct. 3, 2006, Chemlawn fa ils to notify me by phone of im-
pending herbicide  applicat ion,  breaks State law.”  [  I t  is  doubtful that this 
is t rue !  ]   
 
 
2.  Applicator arrives.  Sprays Chlorophenoxy herbicides towards 12 open win-
dows  [  The applicator CANNOT spray  di rec t ly  into  open windows !  ]  and wide open 
front door AND my dog Moose in the yard.  Right away, applicator admits to me 
and later to MDA (Maryland Department of Agriculture), that Moose  had 
full contact with freshly sprayed pesticides, BEFORE I had even the knowledge 
he was on my property.    [  It  is improbable that  the dog would have remained in the 
yard whi le  an application was being performed !  ]  Applicator informs me that 
Moose will NOT get sick from exposure.  [  True !  ]   
 
 
3.  Three hours later, Moose, starts presenting signs of being sick. Refuses to 
eat, is lethargic, vomits.  [  I t is  improbable that  something like this would occur so 
quickly .   I t  is MORE probable that  the dog was ALREADY i ll f rom some other cause !  ]   
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4.  Oct. 5th, 2006, 48 hours after pesticide exposure, dog breaks down into 
convulsions, unconscious.  Take to Vet, Dr. Marcie Engel, ASAP.  Vet states 
authoritatively :  “ There is no testing or treatment for pesticide expo-
sure ”.  [  W rong !  ]  She tests for Lyme and other dog diseases.  Vet agrees that 
dog is very ill.  I thought he was going to die that day. 
 
 

5.  Start giving 10 pills a day to keep alive everyday until death.  For Moose, a 
long, slow painful descent into liver, kidney and neurological failure.  Everyday 
from spray application to death, I state out loud :  “ Chemlawn did this to 
Moose”.  [  W rong !   The owner could have said this  TWICE per day ,  and s ti ll be wrong 

!  ]  If he’d survived one year from incident, the cost from PILLS ALONE would 
have been $4,380.00.  [  The fact  is :  the pet  owner DID NOT pay this  amount o f 
money !  ]   
 
 

6.  October 17th, 2006  ▬  Chemlawn finally told me pesticide they used, 
after many phone calls to them.  I called EPA for first time to report incident, 
referred to MDA.  Mike Maines from Chemlawn called me and accused me of 
“ not putting my dog inside when he was spraying”.  Chemlawn possi-

bly audiotaped this conversation. 
 
 

7.  October 19, 2006, My only contact ever with Corporate Chemlawn :  A 
young girl quickly tells me they will not charge me for application and then she 
hangs up.  [  The pet owner would have NEVER paid the bi ll anyhow ! ]   
 
 

8.  Met with Phil Davidson, Dec. 5th, 2006 at my house, he took my verbal 
report.  Moose already 50% degraded from original health status.  Huge 
change between November 15 and December 15th,  2006.  By Christmas I 
realized he was going to die from his pesticide injuries. 
 
 

9.  Jan. 16, 2007, Vet recommends Euthanasia for multiple organ failure.  We 
declined.  [  The pet  owner c learly  preferred a llowing the animal to  suf fer a  s low, pain-
ful,  and lingering death !    This  is  typica l of  the depraved indi f ference of  the env i ron-
menta l movement !   Maniacal a tt itudes  about chemicals are paramount !   ]   
 
 

10.  Feb.  24, 2007, Moose dies at home.  We take his remains to Dr. Engel 
for cremation, she refuses to do a Necropsy.  [ The doc tor re fused to  get  invo lved 
wi th the dog owner !  ]    



 
 

 
3300//0077//22000099  

 

5 of 8. 

11.  After Feb. 24, 2007, I actively start investigating the chemicals.  I start 
collecting hundreds of pages of epidemiological studies.  No doubt whatsoever 
in my mind what caused Moose ’s death.    [  This  person a lready  dec ided on the 
cause even before inves tigating the product  safety  !  ]  The studies and reports cor-
roborate Moose ’s CBC*’s perfectly.  [  Surpr ise !  ]   
 
 
12.  Feb. 26, 2007, I inform MDA that Moose has died from his pesticide in-
juries. 
 
 
13.  March 12, 2007  ▬  MDA gives Chemlawn two lame slaps on the wrist 
with a wet noodle for not calling me and not filling out the application forms 
properly.  I’m incensed at 2 page letter from MDA, regarding inaccurate de-
scriptions of what happened, downgrading the TGC negligence factor.  [  The 
fac t  o f  the matter is ChemLawn DID NOTHI NG W RONG !  ]   
 
 
14.  April 19, 2007, I request the working file for my case from Rob Hofstetter.  
After reviewing file sent to me, I realize my statements had been changed.  I call 
Phil Davidson at MDA.  Davidson admits intentionally altering my official 
statement.  I complain to his boss, Rob Hofstetter and leave msg for Chief. 
 
 
15.  May 30th, 2007, Receive email from Dennis Howard, Chief, Pesticide 
Regulation Section, agreeing to re-open my case.  Dennis Howard told me that 
the MDA does care about the truth and that their job is to be impartial.  [  W hat 
e lse can he say  ?!?  :  «  I’m NOT interes ted in the t ruth ! » ]   
 
 
16.  February 29, 2008.  Chemlawn and the applicator were fined by the 
State of Maryland for, among other things, applying chemicals in a faulty, 
careless, or negligent manner, and failing to observe all precautions.  [  The f ine 
is ne i ther o f ficia lly  conf i rmed by  the state nor the company !   This  means nothing !  ]   
 
 
Finally, after all of Robin's efforts, Chemlawn  was fined by the state of Mary-
land.  You can read more about Moose and Robin on Flabbylabby.com.  
Robin Olson is also featured in our film "The Truth About Cats, Dogs, and 
Lawn Chemicals."  [  Another example of  spreading terror and paranoia about issues 
that  these people know absolute ly  nothing about ! ]   
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FORCE OF NATURE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  
It is a series of e–newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT, 
politicians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United 
States.  FORCE OF NATURE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself that reports on 
the current events affecting the future of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PERSPEC-

TIVE, which is a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions ex-
pressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect 
those of everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  
Mr. Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–
newsletters. 
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another 
pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of 
the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. 
Gathercole has been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following 
the evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environ-
mental issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal ac-
tion against unethical and excessive municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control 
products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being ANTI–ENVIRONMENT–
MOVEMENT, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  However, this po-
sition has not precluded him from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowledge 
of our long journey with environmental issues is UNDENIABLE.  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, Mr. 
Gathercole has been a contributing columnist for TURF & RECREATION Magazine, Canada’s Turf and 
Grounds Maintenance Authority. 
 
All pictures contained  in FORCE OF NATURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that 
they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, 
publicity photos, or press media stock. 
 
Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and entertain-
ment of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this docu-
ment are not always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coinci-
dental. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta 
Prohibition  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Envi-
ronment  ●  Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  DDT and Our World of Politicized Sci-
ence  ●  Death and the Environmental Movement  ●  Golf and Landscape Trade Industries  ●  
June Irwin, The Princess of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  Kelowna BC Prohibition  
●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertil-
izers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  Quebec Prohibi-
tion  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  
●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of In-
tegrated Pest Management  ●  The Industry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  
The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE 

OF FORCE OF NATURE TODAY. 

 


