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One could call him THE GREAT LAWN DEFENDER, a man so passionate about 

keeping a pest–free lawn that he sprays the park across from his house with 

pesticide on his own dime.  
 

This week, David Montgomery presented his LAWN–LOVE MANIFESTO to an 

Edmonton city by–law committee mulling a city–wide pesticide ban.  

 
The turfgrass consultant ( and licensed pesticide applicator ) spoke with The 

National Post’s Sarah Boesveld from his home in Edmonton. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

You’ve cast yourself as A CHAMPION OF THE TAX–PAYER who’d rather the gov-
ernment just STEP OFF THEIR LAWN.  

 

What was at the heart of your speech on Wednesday ? 

 
 

Answer  ― 

 

I’ve been in and around the turf and landscape and golf industry since 1996, 

and I just see a genuine appreciation for landscapes and green spaces.  
 

I don’t think anybody has the right to push that aside for no gain.  

 

I’d be all for it  ―  I have two little ones  —  if there was some iota of a 
health issue here.  

 

And I do have a scientific background ( a degree in physiology from the Uni-

versity of Western Ontario ).  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

You asked the committee, «  Since when is it a criminal offence to take pride 
in your property ?  ».  
 

Do you feel a pesticide ban would infringe upon your rights as a land– 

owner ? 

 
 

Answer  ― 

 

Yes  …  If it’s a LEGAL PRODUCT that I can buy, and it’s been PROVEN SAFE, 

what authority does a specific body have to say, «  No, you can’t  »  ?  
 

Where does the expertise lie ?  It’s the worst kind of vote–pandering there is.  

 

It’s going to a VOCAL MINORITY as opposed to the normal tax–payer, every-
day person who works 8½ hours, gets home from work, cuts the lawn, gets 

rid of a few dandelions  —  spritz here, spritz there, it’s all done.  

 

You got mites in the tomatoes ?  ―  You can go treat them.  

 
Trees can be treated to protect from emerald ash borer.  

 

These people would rather LOSE those trees, LOSE those tomatoes and have 

an UGLY lawn, I guess.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

What about their assertions that pesticides are harmful to a person’s health.  

 

You don’t believe them ? 
 

 

Answer  ― 

 

I’m a cancer survivor.  
 

I had testicular cancer eight years ago.  

 

Before the by–law meeting, I went to my doctor and said  ―  «  Would you 
have ever mentioned that I stay away from pesticides ?  ». 
 

He said  ―  «  No, that would be pretty far down my list  ». 
 
I’ve yet to see a study that says that, a peer–reviewed study.  

 

If these people have these studies, they should be handing them over to 

Health Canada.  

 
And they don’t seem to for some reason, and that raises my antennae a bit. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

You did refer to « extremists » during your speech Wednesday.  
 

Who are they ? 

 

 

Answer  ― 

 

It would be a very big victory for people who really just want us to  ... 

 

•   wear hemp clothing,  
 

•   live in a commune,  

 

•   ride our bikes to work,  
 

•   use solar power.  

 

You’ve got to find the middle ground.  

 
And I consider myself an environmentalist. 

 

I’m [ involved with ] the Sierra Club.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

There are no pesticide bans in Alberta.  

 

Why do you think that is ? 
 

 

Answer  ― 

 

We’re very conservative.  
 

We don’t like being told what to do, especially when it doesn’t have any 

benefit.  

 
That, and our education system for commercial applicators is second to 

none.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

And what about all the other provinces that have banned pesticides, such as 
Ontario and Quebec ?  

 

They can’t all be wrong, can they? 

 

 

Answer  ― 

 

I don’t think it’s right to ban [ pesticides ] anywhere.  

 
I think the bans passed because they got worked up into a lather. 

 

I guess the push–back wasn’t strong enough from industry, from the home–

owner himself.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Question  ― 

 

If this by–law is indeed passed, would you be willing to break it to prove a 
point ? 

 

 

Answer  ― 

 
I’ll call the news stations and say here you go, here’s what they’re going to 

put me in jail for.  

 

And I’ll show them exactly what’s entailed in treating my lawn.  
 

I’m not painting my lawn.  

 

I’ve done well.  
 

I can endure a bit of financial hardship to take on the city.  

 

But I guarantee you that I will win. 



 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Force Of Nature presents THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE from National Organization Responding Against HUJE that 
seek to harm the Green Space Industry (NORAHG).  It is a series of Reports destined for the Green Space Industry, the Environmental Terror 

Movement, Governments, and the Media, nationwide across Canada, the United States, and overseas.  The information presented in Force Of 
Nature has been developed for the education and entertainment of the reader by providing a sequence of historical events WITH COMMEN-

TARY.  The neutrality of these Reports might be disputed.  Don’t thank us.  It’s a public service.  And we are glad to do it.   
 
HUJE are identified on the basis of their statements, activities, affiliations, and whereabouts.  Even though each Enviro Lunatic Culprit is a mis-

guided adversary, each still deserves our respect.  The use of the terms Lunatic, Maniac, Culprit, Terrorist, or Basterd are not accusations of any 
legal wrong doing.  Force Of Nature is simply holding Enviro Lunatic Activists accountable for conspiring to change public policies that TERROR-

IZE, HARM, and THREATEN the Green Space Industry.   
 

HUJE is a term used to describe Enviro Lunatic Activists that routinely concoct FEAR MONGERING, FRAUDULENT LIES, MISCONCEPTIONS, CO-
ERCION, THREATS, DECEPTIONS, TERROR, and PARANOID CONSPIRACIES that are DESIGNED to SCAM and DECEIVE the public into believing 

there is some IMAGINARY DANGER with conventional pest control products.  HUJE also SCAM and DECEIVE Government Officials into the 
NEEDLESS, SENSELESS, and MALICIOUS CONSPIRACY to PROHIBIT conventional pest control products that are FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIEN-
TIFICALLY SAFE, TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE, and ABSOLUTELY INDISPENSABLE.   

 
HUJE have created LOSS OF REVENUES, BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, and UNEMPLOYMENT, inflicting DESPAIR and DESTITUTION for 

THOUSANDS of hapless victims throughout the Green Space Industry.  The DEPRAVED INDIFFERENCE of Lunatic Culprit Terrorist Basterd HUJE 
is viewed as a form of TERROR, HARM, and THREAT against the Green Space Industry.   

 
This Report provides NO guarantee regarding accuracy or completeness.  In no event shall Force Of Nature be liable for any incidental or conse-

quential damages, lost profits, or any indirect damages.  Force Of Nature is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT of any trade association or business oper-
ating within the Green Space Industry.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this Report are not always fictitious.  

Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental.  All information, excerpts, and pictures contained in this Report were 
found somewhere on the Internet, and may be considered in the public domain, serving one of the following purposes  ―  archive, education, 
promotion, publicity, or press release.   

 
Force Of Nature, and its various incarnations, is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his colleagues.  Mr. Gathercole is a principal FOUN-

DER of the Modern Professional Lawn Care Industry in BOTH Ontario and Quebec.  He holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF 
GUELPH, and another pure and applied science degree from McGILL UNIVERSITY.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the Green Space In-

dustry, including GOLF, PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE, and CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, and has served in environmental compliance, government 
negotiations, public affairs, and workplace safety.  Mr. Gathercole has supervised, consulted, programmed, and/or overseen the successful and 

safe execution of HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of pest control applications in the urban landscape.  He has trained, instructed, and consulted 
with THOUSANDS of turf managers and technicians.  Mr. Gathercole has also been an agricultural agronomist.  For many years, Mr. Gathercole 
was a contributing columnist for TURF & Recreation Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority.   

 
Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues have followed the evolution of LUNATIC ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM for over a quarter century.  For FIF-

TEEN YEARS, the strategies designed and implemented by Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues guaranteed the control of the VERMIN OF ENVI-
RONMENTAL TERROR for the entire Modern Green Space Industry across Canada.  Their involvement in Environmental Issues reached a fe-

vered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with his colleagues, legal action against the Forces of Environmental Evil in the Town of Hud-
son, Quebec.   

 
Today, Mr. Gathercole is the ONLY TRUE RELIABLE WITNESS of the Hudson Affair.  Mr. Gathercole is personally credited for crafting the Golf 
Industry Exception Status that endures to this day.  He is also the creator of the signs that are now used for posting after application.  His vast 

knowledge of our long journey with Environmental Issues is UNDENIABLE  ―  hopefully !  Mr. Gathercole is now retired, although his name con-
tinues to appear as FOUNDER of Force Of Nature.   
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order   •   Benefits of the Turfgrass Industry   •   Books That Screwed Up the World   •   BRITISH COLUMBIA Enviro Terror Conspiracy   •   
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