
Pesticide owner banned from business
Graham pleads guilty to charges in exchange for the lifetime restriction
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NEW SCOTLAND — A Schenectady man has been banned from ever owning or operating a 

pest control business after pleading guilty last month to spraying pesticides without a license, 

according to the state Department of Environmental Conservation.

Richard W. Graham, who has been working under the name of Graham Pest Control, agreed to 

the lifetime ban under an agreement reached with DEC. Graham also pleaded guilty on July 26 

in New Scotland Town Court to two misdemeanors — applying restricted-use pesticides 

without a pesticide applicator certification and without a business registration.

He also paid a $5,000 fine. Graham admitted that he used the pesticides in August 2011 on Mason Lane in the town of New Scotland. This was 

after his state registration expired in November 2010, and after his business registration was revoked in May 2011.

Each charge carried a potential penalty of up to a year in jail and up to a $5,000 fine for each day of the violation.

DEC Law Enforcement Major Scott Florence said charges against Graham stemmed from an "undercover sting" done by the DEC Bureau of 

Environmental Crimes and staffers within the department's pesticide bureau.

— Brian Nearing
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