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BC government and Canadian Cancer Society respond
to pesticide decision

by Adrian Barnes bames) on 18 May 2012
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It's duelling press releases as the provincial government and the Canadian Cancer Society
react to the BC Pesticides Committee's decision to reject an outright ban of pesticides in our
bucolic province.

First, the government:
B.C.’s Bipartisan Pesticides Committee Rejects Outright Ban on Cosmetic Pesticides

VICTORIA — Kootenay East MLA Bill Bennett has tabled the all-party Special Committee on
Cosmetic Pesticides report after a nearly year-long consultation and engagement process to
examine and make recommendations about the use and sale of pesticides, including those
used solely for cosmetic purposes.

In releasing its report, the Committee made 17 recommendations including restricting the sale
and use of Commercial-class pesticides, enhancing the enforcement of existing regulations,
strengthening public education, and training related to the use of pesticides.
Recommendations were also directed towards retail regulations, the golf industry, and the
safe disposal of unwanted pesticides.

“In making our conclusions and recommendations, we received thousands of submissions
from British Columbians and our committee was briefed by stakeholders, environmental
groups and experts, including scientists from Health Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory
Agency,” said Bennett. “Based on the evidence that was presented to us, the Committee
agreed that further restrictions over the sale and use of pesticides in B.C. are warranted — and
this is reflected in our 17 recommendations.”
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After listening to presentations from subject experts and studying the evidence presented, a
majority of the Committee concluded that there is currently insufficient scientific evidence to
warrant a province-wide ban on the cosmetic use of pesticides.

“The majority of the Committee concluded that we could not justify second guessing the 350
scientists who work at Health Canada,” said Bennett. “There simply is not enough evidence
that justifies an outright ban on cosmetic pesticide use. We are not prepared to tell
homeowners that they cannot purchase federally-approved Domestic-class pesticides or hire
a qualified contractor to apply these federally-approved weed and bug control products to their
lawn.”

The Committee was first appointed in June 2011 and was given the task of examining the
scope of a possible ban on the sale and use of cosmetic pesticides.

In seeking input from British Columbians, environmental organizations, regulators and industry
organizations, the Committee received initial briefings from Health Canada and the BC
Ministries of Environment, Agriculture and Forestry, listened to presentations from 27 invited
stakeholders, and hosted a two-month long e-consultation process.

More than 8,600 individuals and groups participated in the e-consultation process, resulting in
the most submissions a B.C. parliamentary committee has ever received. These included
responses through an online questionnaire and written or video submissions.

“I want to thank the thousands of British Columbians who took the time to make their thoughts
known, those who made presentations, and my fellow MLAs who served on our committee.
On a personal note, | would like to thank Premier Christy Clark and her cabinet for letting our
committee get on with the job of studying this subject and making recommendations
unencumbered and on our own volition.”

The Committee was the first all-party parliamentary working group in Canada to investigate
the cosmetic use of pesticides and BC is the first province to make such a strong commitment
to understanding pesticide regulation and the work and role of the Health Canada.

The Committee’s report can be found here: www.leg.bc.ca/pesticidescommittee
http:/Mww.leg.bc.ca/pesticidescommittee) .

And here's what the CCS has to say:
Top health groups disappointed by weak pesticide report

For Immediate Release, May 17, 2012: Vancouver—BC's top health organizations are
expressing disappointment after a BC legislative committee on cosmetic pesticides released a
report today calling for weak restrictions on lawn and garden pesticides.

“If these recommendations become law, they will not protect all British Columbian children
from being exposed to unnecessary chemicals and possible carcinogens,” said Barbara
Kaminsky, CEO, Canadian Cancer Society, BC and Yukon. “We waited years for the BC
government to follow the lead of other provinces and BC municipalities, and this is the result?
The report was slow in coming and is weak in content. It is disappointing overall”.

The health groups — which include the Canadian Cancer Society, the Canadian Association of
Physicians for the Environment (CAPE), the Lung Association, the Canadian Breast Cancer
Foundation and the Public Health Association of BC —had requested strong legislation
banning the sale and use of all pesticides for lawns, gardens and non-agricultural landscaping.

“Doctors are displeased that, given all we know about pesticides and illness, the committee
would offer something so weak” said CAPE Executive Director Gideon Forman. “We will
continue to urge the BC government to implement strong province-wide cosmetic pesticide
legislation, similar to Ontario’s.

There is broad public support for cosmetic pesticide legislation in BC. Over 70% of British
Columbians support provincial legislation to restrict pesticide use, according to polling
commissioned by the Canadian Cancer Society in 2010. More than 35 BC municipalities have
already adopted bylaws restricting the cosmetic use of pesticides, and delegates at the 2008
and 2009 Union of BC Municipalities Conventions voted in favour of resolutions calling on the
BC government to ban the use and sale of cosmetic pesticides province-wide.

During the two public consultations that the BC government has conducted (in 2010 and
2011), some 8,000 British Columbians responded to each consultation and the vast majority of
respondents were in support of province-wide legislation. Most recently, health and
environmental organizations succeeded in making pesticides an issue in the Port Moody-
Coquitiam by-election.

“To say that a lot of people are afraid of chemicals because they don't understand the science
is insulting to the majority of British Columbians in support of legislation and those who
responded to the committee’s consultation,” says Forman.
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Considerable evidence supports a link between pesticides and cancer incidence, reproductive
problems and neurological diseases. A definitive cause and effect relationship between
cosmetic pesticide use and cancer is unlikely to be firmly established, but enough is known to
be prudent and prevent exposure to children, especially when the use of these chemicals is
unnecessary.

“We've conducted polling and an awareness campaign and in response thousands of citizens
contacted the BC government in support of a ban,” says Forman. “Both the Premier and the
Health Minister supported eliminating the use of cosmetic pesticides during the Liberal Party
leadership race and we hope that they will continue to do so,” says Forman.

And now, of course, we can all sit back and wait for the ALL CAPS COMMENTS to start
appearing...

Comments

Cottam Ghost-Writers (/news/bc-government-and-canadian-cancer-society-respond-pesticide-

decision-19085#comment-5528)

by WILLIAM H. GATH... (lusers/wiliam-: d h-g)on 21 May 2012 atabout 20:24.
~5(/vote/comment/5528/1/vote/upanddown/9d 38 1c3a05d2b3a9208bc448e65e307) NO ONE among
. 0 the Cottam
Ghost-Writers
Ivote/lcomment/5528/-1/vote/upanddown/c977 dde86996d 110ef4e4 aabfcf4e084) . .
are intelligence
0 analysts or

experts on pest control products.

Cottam Ghost-Writers merely severe as an ANONYMOUS CONDUIT for Anti-Pesticide
Activists like Gideon Forman.

PROHIBITION has led to HORRENDOUS and CATASTROPHIC CARNAGE for
businesses operating in the Professional Lawn Care Industry, in the form of IMMENSE
LOSSES OF REVENUES, BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, and
UNEMPLOYMENT, and even HORRIFIC FINES.

The INDISPUTABLE PROOF REGARDING CATASTROPHIC CARNAGE CAUSED BY
PROHIBITION can be found at the following web-page ...

http://wp.me/P1jgq40-26P (http:/wp.me/P1jq40-26P)

Conventional pest control products are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE.

Decisions regarding pest control products are to be left with both Environmental
Protection Agency and Health Canada.

These government agencies, and NOT Anti-Pesticide Activists like the Cottam Ghost-
Writers, have THE ESSENTIAL EXPERTISE on the subject of pest control products.

Both Environmental Protection Agency and Health Canada have assessed that
products containing 2,4-D DO NOT POSE UNACCEPTABLE RISKS to human health or
the environment.

Are we to believe that an assessment from an ANONYMOUS Ghost-Writer is somehow
worth more than these agencies ?1?!
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For more information about COTTAM, go to the following links ...

http://wp.me/P1jq40-2V6 (http:/wp.me/P1jg40-2V6

http://pesticidetruths.com/wpcontent/uploads/2012/01/F orce-Of-Nature-Culprit-
Cottam-Ghost-Writers-2012-03-31-UNMASKED-My-Naked-Teats-Are-Not-Harmed-
By-Pesticides-pdf. pdf (http://pesticidetruths.com/wpcontent/uploads/20 12/01/Force-Of:-Nature-Culprit:

Cottam-Ghost-Writers-2012-03-31-UNMASKED-My-Naked-Teats-Are-Not-Harmed-By-Pesticides-pdf. pdf)

WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G

NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the
Green space industry.

NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization that does not
accept money from corporations or governments or trade associations, and represents
NO VESTED INTERESTS WHATSOEVER.

NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED
EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS.

THE PESTICIDE TRUTHS WEB-SITE

http://pesticidetruths.com/ (htip:/fpesticidetruths.com/)

THE COMPLETE LIBRARY OF REPORTS & REFERENCES

http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr (http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr)

A reader emailed us the (/news/bc-government-and-canadian-cancer-society-re spond-
pesticide-decision-19085#comment-5522)

by Adrian Barnes (/users/adrian-barnes)on 21 May 2012 atabout 15:27.

A reader emailed
us the following:

- /vote/comment/5522/1/vote/upanddown/d9a35b2df15e5c4 1484ea2e6¢109d9%e7)
) 1
‘ -2 | am retired
federal
intelligence analyst and | happen to be somewhat
familiar with the nature of so-called cosmetic pesticides.

| do agree with Mr. Forman that "To say that a lot of people are afraid
of chemicals because they don't understand the science is insulting to
the majority of British Columbians supporting this legislation and those
who responded to the committee's consultation.” It implies that
pesticides are wonderful and those who are against their unlimited use
are mentally challenged or simply poorly informed.

Of course, there is a group of individuals who are deliriously happy

about the B.C. outcome. It is Mr. Gathercole and his group who have
pursued a noisy campaign against "the environmental basterds"--note the
spelling--who are also called lunatics in his "Pesticide Truths". The BC
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committee obviously have a tremendous appeal to this noisy gang of
elderly men who, for some unexplained reason, are also preoccupied with
the pornographic images of half-naked young girls, whose images are
routinely appearing in Gathercole et al unwanted periodic "newsletters".

K. Jean Cottam, PhD

BC Government and the Canadian Cancer Society respond (/news/bc-government

-and-canadian-cancer-society-respond-pesticide-decision-19085#comment-5507)

by cottamkj (/users/cottamkj)on 19 May 2012 at about 10:06.

Re: BC
government and
Canadian Cancer
’ £ Society respond

to pesticide
decision, by Adrian Barnes and comment by William H. Gatercole, dated 18 May and
May 19, 2012 respectively. | am retired federal intelligence analyst and | happen to be
somewhat familiar with the nature of so-called cosmetic pesticides. | do agree with Mr.
Forman that "To say that a lot of people are afraid of chemicals because they don't
understand the science is insulting to the majority of British Columbians supporting this
legislation and those who responded to the committee's consultation.” It implies that
pesticides are wonderful and those who are against their unlimited use are mentally
challenged or simply poorly informed.

~ 15 (/vote/comment/5507/1/vote/upanddown/98fd0f4b 46 9e d8921cf86448559db 708!
- 3

Of course, there is a group of individuals who are deliriously happy

about the B.C. outcome. | am referring to Mr. Gathercole and his group who have
pursued a noisy campaign against "the environmental basterds"--note the spelling. Mr.
Gathercole's opponents are also called lunatics in his "Pesticide Truths". The BC
committee obviously have a tremendous appeal to this noisy gang of elderly men who,
for some unexplained reason, are also preoccupied with the pornographic images of
half-naked young girls, whose images are routinely appearing in Gathercole et al
unwanted periodic "newsletters".

The End of the Current Anti-Pesticide Siege of Terrorism (/news/bc-government-

and-canadian-cancer-society-respond-pesticide-decision-19085#comment-5502)

by WILLIAM H. GATH... (lusers/wiliam-h. d h-g) on 19 May 2012 atabout 06:17.

‘ 3 British
Columbians DO
H/vate/comment/5502/-1 vote/upanddown/35f25d2e T7cde82do54cadBeabB3d2e) |\~ \want their
-10 society to
continue living in
the 9|11 Era of Anti-Pesticide Enviro-Lunatic Profit-Hungry Terrorism ! On May 17th,
2012, British Columbia’s Special Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides announced that it
WILL NOT RECOMMEND PROHIBITION against the use of pest control products in the
Urban Landscape. This VICTORY signals a possible END OF THE CURRENT SIEGE
OF ANTI-PESTICIDE TERRORISM Against the Professional Lawn Care Industry in
British Columbia. In jurisdictions outside of British Columbia, Anti-Pesticide Activists
have already INFLICTED HORRENDOUS and CATASTROPHIC CARNAGE for
businesses operating in the Professional Lawn Care Industry, in the form of IMMENSE
LOSSES OF REVENUES, BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, and
UNEMPLOYMENT, and even HORRIFIC FINES. Because of Anti-Pesticide Activists,
the owners, employees, and families dependent on Professional Lawn Care businesses
have faced TERROR, DESPAIR, and DESTITUTION. Pest control products CAUSE
NO HARM and are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE. Not surprisingly, the BC Special
Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides AGREED — and deserves CONGRATULATION. It
is COMMON KNOWLEDGE that there are NO pest control products that are known or
probable carcinogens. Pest control products are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, and NO
HARM WILL OCCUR when they are used according to label directions. For more
information, go to the following links ... PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA -
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON COSMETIC PESTICIDES ( Web-Page )
http:/iwp.me/P1jg40-2c2 VICTORY -- The End of the Siege of Anti-Pesticide Terrorism
( Reports ) http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Force-Of-Nature-
British-Columbia-Conspiracy-2012-05-17-VICTORY-The-End-of-the- Siege-of-Anti-
Pesticide-Terrorism-pdf.pdf http://pesticidetruths.com/2012/05/19/british-columbia-
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pesticide-ban-special-committee-on-cos metic-pesticides-the-end-of-the-current-anti-
pesticide-siege-of-terrorism-against-the-professional-lawn-care-industry-2012-05-17/
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA - CONSPIRACY TO PROHIBIT PEST CONTROL
PRODUCTS IN THE URBAN LANDSCAPE ( Web-Page ) http://wp.me/P1jq40-106
WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G NORAHG is the National Organization
Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green space industry. NORAHG is a
NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization that does not accept money
from corporations or governments or trade associations, and represents NO VESTED
INTERESTS WHATSOEVER. NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of
RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL
REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS. THE PESTICIDE TRUTHS WEB-SITE
http://pesticidetruths.com/ THE COMPLETE LIBRARY OF REPORTS & REFERENCES
http:/Awp.me/P1jg40-2rr

Corporate terrorism (/news/bc-govemment-and-canadian-cancer-society-respond-

pesticide-decision-19085#comment-5504
by Phil F (users/ohitfi on 19 May 2012 at about 08:32.

/L (jvote/comment/5504/1/vote/upanddown/d3ed1c37835d0e16835e41b43482c80) | NAtE NOW
-~ every nut
8 case out
’ 4 there
brands

people with a strong point of view as "terrorists" or "extremists". Despite the fact
that the point of view represents a large proportion of citizens, if not the majority.

Branding normal people terrorists and extremists is the right wing meme of the
day. But | would suggest it is corporations that are acting as terrorists. They are
the ones inspiring the population to be constantly afraid. Afraid to lose jobs, to pay
a bit more for safer products, to have a government that intrudes in our lives (with
protective legislation).

Post new comment

Your name:
WILLIAM H. GATH... (/users/william-h-gathercole-and-norah-q)

Subject:

Comment: *
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