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Provincial committee says potent
pesticides can still be used by
qualified professionals

Pesticides should be restricted in BC, but not
banned — that’s the recommendation from a
provincial committee, after months of
investigating the matter.

“The majority of the committee does not think the
scientific evidence, at this time, warrants an
outright ban,” explained MLA Bill Bennett, chair
of the Special Committee on Cosmetic
Pesticides.

The committee was formed last June, and
delivered its final report on Thursday.

The committee heard from federal and provincial

experts, and also conducted an online public consultation and received

almost 8,700 submissions, setting a new record for public participation in a

committee inquiry.

Aside from tighter restrictions on the sale of pesticides, the committee also

says the province should expand its program for safe pesticide disposal.

They also recommend more public education about pesticides.

A minority of committee members agreed with the Union of BC Municipalities’

call for a province-wide ban on the sale and cosmetic use of pesticides in

residential settings.
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