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Town meeting 

in Massachusetts USA 

 
Augus t 19 t h , 2009  
 

 
with news from the Cape Codder 

 
 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION . 
 
NSTAR IS THE LARGEST M ASSACHUSETTS–BASED, INVESTOR–OWNED ELECTRIC AND GAS 

UTILITY , WITH REVENUES OF APPROXIMATELY $3.3 BILLION AND ASSETS TOTALLING  

APPROXIMATELY $8.3 BILLION . NSTAR TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS ELECTRICITY AND GAS 
TO 1.1 MILLION ELECTRIC CUSTOMERS IN 81 COMMUNITIES AND NEARLY 300,000 GAS 

CUSTOMERS IN 51 COMMUNITIES . NSTAR EMPLOYS MORE THAN 3,200 EMPLOYEES IN ITS 

REGULATED BUSINESS.  
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EASTHAM   —  Residents from Eastham and neighbouring  towns gave NStar a 

verbal spanking for its plan to use chemical herbicides to control foliage along 

the Lower Cape’s miles of power line easements. 
 

 

Close to 100 people gathered at a public hearing with NStar, held at Nauset 

Regional High School Wednesday night, to voice their concerns.  State officials 

arranged for the hearing after word of the planned spraying rippled through the 

community, alarming residents earlier this summer. 
 

 

But citizens’ concerns aired at the hearing apparently carried no weight.  Min-

utes after it ended, Jared Collins, grandson of the late Selectman Ken Collins, 

asked an NStar representative what would happen next. 
 

 

“[The utility’s arborist, Chris Fallon], said they would start spray-

ing Monday, either in Wellfleet or Orleans,” Collins said.  “Legally,  

they don’t have to tell us, and I find it completely appalling that  

this most important piece of information was not even mentioned at 

the meeting.” 
 

 

Mike Durand, a spokesman for NStar, confirmed to The Cape Codder Thursday 

that the utility plans to start spraying the herbicides Monday, “weather per-

mitting.”  He said they are under a deadline to get the foliage work done by 

October, and only agreed to hold off for two months so that this hearing could 

be held.  “We’ve been clear we have a mandate to ensure electrical 

service and we need to get started on this.”  

 

 

Even though right–of–way easements are privately owned, the utility is respon-

sible for their maintenance.  The herbicides’ possible  [  « POSSIBLE » ME ANS  THE  

ENVIRO–MANIACS DON’ T HAVE A CLUE , AS US UAL !  ]   contamination of wells and 

unknown dangers to human and animal health  [  A N UNKNOWN AND UNDEFINED 

ENVIRO–MANIAC DANGE R !  ]  were among the residents’ chief concerns. 
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NStar representatives, along with state Sen. Robert O’Leary, state Reps. Sarah 

Peake and Cleon Turner, and Scott Soares, commissioner of the state Depart-

ment of Agricultural Resources, attended the hearing.  After a presentation by 

NStar, citizens and local officials had their say. 
 

 

Eastham Selectwoman Aimee Eckman was applauded when she said, “I think 

spraying pesticides under the power lines in Eastham is taking a huge  

step backward,” noting that for years the utility had been doing mechanical 

cutting. 
 

 

[   CO MMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERS PECTIVE .   ▬   A LL OF A S UDDEN,  

THIS ENVIRO–MANIAC IS AN EXP ERT IN THE MAINTENANCE OF POWER LINES !   IN 

FACT, T HERE  IS NO ONE WITHIN T HE ENVIRONMENT AL TE RROR M OVEMENT T HAT  

HAS ANY  RE COGNIZED P RACTICAL CREDENT IALS  ON MATTE RS CONCE RNING PEST  

CONT ROL PRODUCTS !   ]  
 

 

Eckman noted that “the pest icide industry continues to make claims 

that the products are safe or nontoxic,” but “these chemicals have 

the potential to create serious problems affect ing human health and 

the environment.” 

 

 

[   COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSP ECTIVE .  ▬   THE US E OF THE  

TERM « POTE NT IAL HARM » IS  ANOTHER M ANIAC WAY OF SAYING « I  DON’ T KNOW 

WHAT I’ M T ALKING ABOUT  !   ]  
 

 

She added, “Since you are  proposing to use pesticides within the  

boundaries of our town, I feel we, as a town, should be able to de-

cide if we wil l allow their use.  And I,  for one, would decide against  

it,” she said to much applause. 

 

 

[  A PP LAUSE FROM A FE W MANIAC FRIENDS !  ]   
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Dave Pike of Eastham said NStar manages two power lines on his property.  

“As a taxpayer, I think I should be able to manage my own property.   

And as for spraying pesticides, I  can’t approve  it unless you drink it  

and come back tomorrow and say you’re OK.”  
 

 

[   CO MMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSP ECTIVE .   ▬   INT IMIDAT ING PRO–
PESTICIDE PE OP LE T O DRINK T HE IR PRODUCTS IS ANOTHER ENVIRO– TERRORIST  

PLOY !   WE  SHOULD AS K ENVIRO–MANIACS  TO DRINK T HE CLEANING P RODUCTS  

AND SOLVENT S STORE D IN THE IR OWN HOME, AND THEN COME BACK TO REP ORT  

ABOUT IT  LATE R  .. .  IF THE Y ARE NOT RUS HED TO T HE HOSPITAL F IRS T.  ]  
 

 

Donna Gemborys said she takes daily walks with her children and pets on the 

easement right of way.  “I choose  not  to use pesticides on my yard be-

cause I  don’t  want  to have a l ittle chemical here, a  little chemical  

there, and all of a sudden I’ve got  breast cancer or some other dis-

ease.” 

 

 

[   COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE .  ▬   A N ENVIRO–MANIAC 

HAS THE R IGHT « NOT TO US E » ANYTHING THEY WANT .  HOWE VER, WE ALL KNOW 

THEIR THEIR TRUE OBJE CT IVE.   THE Y WIS H T O MALIC IOUS LY IMPOSE T HE IR ANT I–
MODERNIST LIFE STYLE CHOICE ON E VERYBODY E LSE !  ]  
 

 

She said if NStar sprays the right of way, “I can tell you as a property 

owner that  the land values are going to be affected.  People are not  

going to want to buy there.” 
 

 

[  NONS ENSE !  ]  
 

 

Collins, who had raised his hand to speak to no avail, shouted out in frustra-

tion, “DDT was approved by the state at the time of its use.” 
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[    COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSP ECTIVE .   ▬   A NOTHER ENVIRO–
TERROR P LOY IS T O RAIS E THE  SPECT RE OF DDT, AN INSE CTICIDE T HAT WAS PRO-

HIB ITE D BECAUSE OF ENVIRO–MANIACS CONSPIRING AGAINST IT, WITH POLIT I-

CIZE D SCIENCE AND F ALSIFIE D INFORMAT ION !   
 
 
DDT WAS NOT  A CANCER HAZARD.  THE P UBLIC  NEE DS T O BE  RE MINDED T HAT  THE  

ENVIRONMENT AL TERROR M OVEME NT HAS BEE N PERS ISTE NT LY WRONG ABOUT THE  

ISS UE  OF CANCER.   WE LL  …   A LOT  COULD BE S AID ABOUT THIS S UBJECT.  HOW-

E VER, WE S HALL KEEP THINGS BRIEF AND TIDY.  
 
 
M ANY SO–CALLED F EAR–MONGERING EXP ERTS HAVE  HAD THEIR SAY ABOUT DDT.   

IN T HE LAST  CENT URY, MOST WERE WRONG  ─   J UST  LIKE MOST IN  THE  ENVIRON-

MENT AL TERROR M OVEME NT ARE WRONG TODAY ABOUT  2,4–D, AND OT HER 

CHE MICALS.  THE ENVIRONME NTAL TERROR M OVE MENT HAS BEE N MOST LY WRONG 

AND NEEDLESS LY ALARMIST F OR ALMOST ONE–HALF CE NT URY.   
 
 
HERE IS AN EXAMP LE OF FEAR–MONGE RING.  ▬   …  THE OCEANS WILL D IE OF DDT  

POIS ONING BY 1979  …   THE U.S. LIFE EXP ECT ANCY WILL DROP T O 42 YEARS BY 

1980 DUE TO CANCER EP IDE MICS.  ▬   A  LIGHT–HE ARTE D AND NEEDLE SS LY ALARM-

ING WARNING FROM U.S. ENVIRO–MANIAC PAUL R. EHRLICH.  THE PRE DICT ION 

WAS MADE IN 1969.  WAS HE CORRECT  !? !?   
 
 
IT SHOULD BE NOTE D THAT EHRLICH IS CLOSE LY AND PERSONALLY ALLIE D WITH 

DAVID SUZUKI !   ]  
 

 

Paul Cisilli of Wellfleet, whose property abuts the right of way, said, “I think 

the issue here is credibi lity, and whom do you believe.  I do not  

doubt the experts on the panel.  This is the knowledge that they are  

going by now.  But years ago we were told DDT was OK, and we were  

told that Agent Orange was terrific and we know what Agent Orange  

did.  We’ve been told that these herbicides are OK, so whom do we 

believe now ? ” 
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[   COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE .  ▬   A GENT ORANGE IS  

ANOT HER E XAMP LE OF THE US E OF MIS– INFORMAT ION BY ENVIRO–MANIACS !   IN 

FACT,  IT  IS  A MYTH T HAT  A GE NT ORANGE CREAT ED P ROBLEMS  !    FURTHERMORE,  

THE ISS UES CONCERNING A GE NT ORANGE ARE IRRE LE VANT, E XCEP T FOR T HOSE  

M ANIACS THAT WIS H TO SP READ FEAR AND TE RROR !  
 
 
THE MOST INF AMOUS HERBIC IDE COMBINAT ION USE D IN THE V IET NAM WAR WAS  

HERBIC IDE ORANGE, OT HERWISE KNOWN AS A GENT  ORANGE.  THIS P RODUCT  CON-

TAINED A 50 : 50 MIXT URE  OF N–BUTYL ESTE RS OF  2,4–D AND 2,4,5– T.  HERBIC IDE  

ORANGE WAS NE VE R A REGISTE RED P RODUCT IN  EITHER THE UNITED STATE S OR 

CANADA .  HOWE VE R, 2,4–D IS CURRENT LY A REGIST ERED HERBIC IDE F OR THE  

CONT ROL OF BROAD–LE AVE D WEE DS IN T URF.  2,4–D IS ONE OF THE MOST HATED 

INGREDIE NTS BY ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR ORGANIZAT IONS THAT CONSPIRE TO 

PROHIB IT PES T CONTROL PRODUCTS.  
 
 
THE CONT ROVERSY ASSOCIATED WIT H THE USE OF HE RBIC IDE ORANGE WAS ASS O-

CIATED WITH A CONTAMINANT IN THE 2,4,5– T COMP ONE NT, AND NOT 2,4–D.  A T  

THE T IME, 2,4,5– T WAS CONTAMINATE D WITH A D IOXIN NAMED TCDD.  ST UDIES  

SHOWED T HAT THIS D IOXIN, AND NOT NE CESSARILY HERBICIDE ORANGE, IN-

CREASE D THE RISK OF VARIOUS T YPES OF CANCER AND BIRTH DEFECT S.  CONS E-

QUENT LY, HE RBIC IDE ORANGE WAS S US PENDED FOR US E BY THE UNITE D STATES  

DEPART ME NT OF DE FENSE.  2,4,5– T WAS LATE R ENT IRE LY WITHDRAWN F ROM THE  

MARKET .   
 
 
SINCE THIS TIME,  2,4–D ENVIRO–MANIACS BE EN OFTE N ASS OCIATE D WITH DIOXINS  

AND CANCER BECAUSE OF HERBICIDE ORANGE.  (SINCE  1983, 2,4–D CAN BE  CON-

SIDE RED F REE OF DIOXINS.)  THE ENVIRONME NTAL TERROR M OVEME NT HAS AR-

GUED  THAT THE HERBICIDE–ORANGE–2,4–D AFFAIR HAS P ROVE N T HAT T HE GREEN 

SPACE I NDUSTRY USES DANGEROUS P RODUCTS LIKE 2,4–D.   
 
 
THE GREEN SP ACE INDUST RY CAN ARGUE BACK THAT 2,4–D IS NOT HERBIC IDE  

ORANGE.   A DDITIONALLY , 2,4–D DOES NOT  CONTAIN HARMF UL DIOXINS.  THIS  IS  A  

MYT H !  
 
 
FURTHE RMORE, IT  CAN BE ST ATE D THAT 2,4–D DOES NOT CAUS E CANCER, WHICH 

WAS T HE CONCLUSION OF T HE CANADIAN F EDERAL PEST M ANAGE MENT REGULA-

TORY A GENCY OF HEALT H CANADA (P .M.R.A.) IN 2005, INDICAT ING T HAT  ...  « 

THE TOXICOLOGICAL DAT ABASE DOES NOT S UGGES T A CARCINOGE NIC R ISK » .  ]  
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He said he would like NStar to test his well, which is right on the power line, 

before and after they spray it “if this goes through over our objections.” 

 

David Hoerle of the Eastham Conservation Commission asked :  “Is NStar 

willing to unequivocally state that minimal r isk means no cancer ? ”  

He got no reply. 

 

 

[   COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE .  ▬   OF COURS E, THE EN-

VIRO–MANIACS WISH T O GIVE  THE IMPRE SSION T HAT CHILDREN AND ADULTS ARE  

BEING E XPOS ED T O CANCER–CAUSING AGE NTS WHENE VER A PE ST CONT ROL PROD-

UCT IS USE D.   
 
 
THE SAME TACTICS WERE USED BY RACHE L CARSON AND HE R STEPCHILDRE N IN  

TRYING TO R ID THE WORLD OF  DDT.  A LLE GEDLY , LARGE NUMBERS OF  B IRDS WERE  

KILLED AFTE R APP LICAT IONS OF DDT.   UNFORT UNATE LY, THE RE ARE NO VALID RE-

PORTS, OR E VEN PHOTOS F OR T HAT MATTER,  THAT S UP PORT THIS B IRD ALLEGATION.   

A ND, THERE ARE NO VALID REP ORTS THAT CONFIRM PROBLE MS WIT H CHILDREN.   

OR ANYBODY E LSE FOR THAT MATTE R.  I T IS ALL SP ECULAT ION.  
 
 
BASE D UPON THE SOUND S CIE NCE OF E XPERTS IN THE DOMAIN OF PES T CONT ROL 

PRODUCTS,  THE  HEALTH OF T HE P UBLIC MAY BE BETTE R SERVED IF ALL T HE RE-

SOURCES OF ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR GROUPS, WHICH IS CURRE NT LY AND MALI-

CIOUS LY FOCUSED ON T HE PROHIB IT ION OF LEGAL,  SAFE, AND TOTALLY  IRRE-
PLACEABLE PES T CONTROL PRODUCTS, WERE REDIRECTED T OWARDS IMPROVING 

THE LIFE STYLE CHOICES OF T HE POP ULAT ION, S UCH AS DIET AND E XERCISE.  THOSE  

ARE WHERE THE TRUE ISS UES WITH CANCER OCCUR !  ]  
 

 

Bernie Kaplan of Eastham said residents have been told there will be no migra-

tion of the pesticide to wells, yet there is a requirement that spraying be kept 

50 feet away from them. 
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“That means that we are not sure there would be no migration.  It  

seems to me we’re gambling.  Even if  this process meets all current  

regulations, federal and state, what happens if those regulations,  

over time, turn out to have been inadequate, [or were] developed 

without a  long–term test of the effect of toxicity and the possibility 

of [damage]?” Kaplan asked. 

 

 

The one thing that isn’t suggested, he said, but probably implied, is that it is 

cheaper to spray than to mow.  Fallon told him the costs of mowing and spray-

ing are about the same. 

 

 

Eastham and the other affected towns could file home rule petitions to deny 

the utility the right to spray, state Sen.  O’Leary suggested. 

 

 

Scott Soares, commissioner of the state Department of Agricultural Resources, 

said if people wanted to stop the spraying, they could. 

 

 

“If you want to be cautious, you don’t do anything,” he said to ap-

plause. 

 

 
[   COMMENTARY FROM AN I NDEP ENDENT PERSP ECTIVE .  ▬   NO ONE IN THE EN-

VIRONMENTAL TE RROR M OVEME NT IS A RECOGNIZE D EXPERT IN T HE FIE LD OF PEST 

CONT ROL PRODUCTS !!!  
 
 
THE FE AR–MONGERE RS FROM WIT HIN T HE ENVIRONMENT AL TERROR M OVEME NT,  

LIKE CERTAIN B IOLOGISTS, BIOCHEMISTS, DOCTORS, ECOLOGISTS, NURSES, POLIT I-

CIANS, S CIENT ISTS,  ETC ... HAVE TRADIT IONALLY SPRE AD P ARANOIA AND TERROR 

ABOUT PEST  CONTROL PRODUCTS WITH WARNINGS T HAT  CONTAIN QUAINT AND 

VAGUE EXPRE SSIONS LIKE THE FOLLOWING.  IT ’ S LIKE T HEY ALL USE THE SAME  

SCRIP T.   . ..  
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HERE ARE  SOME EXAMP LES  OF  ENVIRO–MANIAC PHRASES  THAT ARE  DES IGNED TO 

SPREAD NEE DLESS FE AR AND T ERROR THROUGHOUT AN UNS USPECT ING P UBLIC .. .  
 

••••  BETTE R TO BE CAUT IOUS.  

••••  EVIDENCE IS GROWING.  

••••  EVIDENCE IS S UGGEST IVE.   

••••  M AY BE S UGGEST IVE.  

••••  M AY CAUSE CANCER.  

••••  M AY CAUSE OTHER PROBLE MS.  
••••  M AY HARM US .  

••••  M AY NEED T O PROTECT.  

••••  M AY P OSE A T HRE AT.  

••••  NEEDLESS RISK.  

••••  NEW E VIDENCE COMES FORWARD.  

••••  PERHAPS A R ISK.  

••••  POIS ONING IS DIFF ICULT T O DIAGNOS E.  
••••  POSES R ISKS.  

••••  POSSIBLE THREAT.  

••••  POTENT IAL DANGE R.  

••••  POTENT IALLY DE VASTAT ING .  

••••  RESEARCH HAS SHOWN.  

••••  THE R ISK IS T OO GREAT.  
••••  THE WORD SAF E CANNOT BE USED.  

••••  THERE IS S OME R ISK OF HARM.  

••••  THEY MAY BE CANCER–CAUS ING S UBST ANCES.  

••••  WE ARE CONCE RNE D.  

 
A NYBODY FROM THE  ENVIRONME NTAL TERROR M OVE ME NT HEARD USING THE  

ABOVE PHRASES DOES NOT KNOW  WHAT  THEY ARE TALKING  ABOUT  !   ]  
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FORCE OF NATURE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It 

is a series of e–newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT , 
politicians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  

FORCE OF NATURE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself that reports on the cur-

rent events affecting the future of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, 

which is a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 

 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions ex-

pressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those 

of everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. 
Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 

 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another 

pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY .  He has worked in virtually all aspects of 

the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. 
Gathercole has been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the 

evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM  for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental 
issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against un-
ethical and excessive municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town 

of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being ANTI–ENVIRONMENT –MOVEMENT , he is, in fact, sim-

ply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  However, this position has not precluded him 
from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environ-

mental issues is UNDENIABLE .  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing 

columnist for TURF &  RECREATION  Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 

 
All pictures contained  in FORCE OF NATURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that 
they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, public-
ity photos, or press media stock. 

 
Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and entertainment of 
the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are not 
always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 

 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibi-
tion  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  
Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  DDT and Our World of Politicized Science  ●  Death and 
the Environmental Movement  ●  Golf and Landscape Trade Industries  ●  June Irwin, The Princess of 
Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  Kelowna BC Prohibition  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  
Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  
●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  Quebec Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Sci-
ence  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  Special Report  ●  
The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of Integrated Pest Management  ●  The In-
dustry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  Wiscon-
sin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE OF FORCE OF NATURE TODAY. 

 


