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Cancer Down, Chemophobia Up

July 8" 2010
Elizabeth M. Whelan, Sc.D., M.P.H.

HealthFactsAndFears.com

Cancer incidence rates and the number of deaths due to cancer continue to
DECLINE in the United States, according to the Cancer Statistics 2010 report is-
sued by the American Cancer Society ( ACS).

The incidence of cancer has ...

e decreased by 1.3 per cent per year from 2000 to 2006 in men

e decreased by 0.5 per cent per year from 1998 to 2006 in women
Cancer death rates have ...

e dropped 21 per cent since 1991 among men

e dropped 12 per cent since 1992 among women

American Council on Science and Health’s Dr. Gilbert Ross and Dr. Ahmedin
Jemal, strategic director for cancer occurrence at American Cancer Society, at-
tribute the continual DECLINE in cancer death rate to improved treatment, pre-
vention, and early detection.
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The downward trend of cancer incidence, and the number
of deaths due to cancer, goes against the rationale
that environmental activists who oppose pesticides

use to promote legislation against chemicals

According to Dr. Gilbert Ross of American Council on Science and Health —

<< A decrease in death rates is due to better treatment op-
tions, such as radiation, surgery and anti-cancer drugs. How-
ever, the fact that we’re doing more screening and detecting
more cancer should make the incidence rate go up, but this is
going against that trend. >>

Though smoking is a known cause of lung cancer, the etiology of cancer re-
mains largely unknown, and has led to the accusation that environmental
chemicals are among the causes.

According to Jeff Stier of American Council on Science and Health —

<< This downward trend goes against the rationale that envi-
ronmental activists — like those who oppose BPA and pesti-
cides — use to promote legislation that would tighten regula-
tions against environmental chemicals. >>

According to Dr. Elizabeth Whelan of American Council on Science and
Health —

<< Let’s just say we won’t be hearing CNN’s Dr. Sanjay Gupta’s
thoughts on this report anytime soon — good news doesn’t
seem to appeal to him and other reporters. >>
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Elizabeth M. Whelan, Sc.D., M.P.H.
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Dr. Elizabeth M. Whelan is President of the American Council on
Science and Health ( ACSH ) and a member of its Board of Trus-
tees. She founded ACSH in 1978.

Whelan is a graduate of Connecticut College . She has a Masters in
Public Health from the Yale School of Medicine, a Master of Science
from the Harvard School of Public Health , and a Doctor of Science
from the Harvard School of Public Health.

Whelan is the author or co-author of twenty-three books on nutrition, smoking, and envi-
ronmental issues. She has authored or co-authored over 300 articles for popular and pro-
fessional publications such as Across the Board, Health Confidential, Journal of the American
Medical Association, and newspapers such as the Wall Street Journal and New York Post.

Whelan has many professional affiliations and honorary positions in associations such as Men
and Women in Science, the American Institute of Nutrition, and the American Medical Writers
Association. Whelan has received many awards, including ones from the American Public
Health Association and the American Institute of Chemists.

The American Council on Science and Health ( ACSH ) is a non-profit organization founded in
1978 by Dr. Whelan that produces peer-reviewed reports on issues related to food, nutrition,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, lifestyle, the environment and health. Its core membership is a
board of 350 physicians, scientists and policy advisors who review the Council's reports and
participate in ACSH seminars, press conferences, media communications and other educa-
tional activities.

American Council on Science and Health ( ACSH ) describes itself as a « consumer education
consortium ». The group describes its mission as « to add reason and balance to debates
about public health issues and bring common sense scientific views to the public. »

ACSH frequently defends science against claims that industry products create risks of injury,
ill-health or death. ACSH criticizes some industries for making unscientific and overstated
health claims, promoting dangerous natural supplements, or otherwise failing to tell the truth
about scientific issues. Scientific and professional journals routinely publish ACSH’s work, in-
cluding — Medscape, CRC Critical Reviews in Clinical Laboratory Sciences, Ecotoxicology
and Environmental Safety, Journal of Health Communications, Clinical Therapeutics, and
Technology. ASCH focuses its studies in several areas.

ACSH frequently warns against regulating chemicals without scientific proof of harms. A
2009 editorial by board member Henry Miller in Investor’s Business Daily criticized the United
States Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA ), saying, « An EPA hit list of important and
demonstrably safe chemicals is about to be put through the regulatory wringer, and many
are likely to be banned or severely restricted. These include bisphenol-A, phthalates, life-
saving flame retardants, the herbicide atrazine, and fluorinated chemicals used to make Tef-
lon. »

While ACSH does not currently disclose their funding, Whelan described ACSH's contributors
to John Tierney of the New York Times in 2007 — « ACSH has a diverse funding base —
we receive donations from private foundations and individuals and unrestricted ( usually very
small ) grants from corporations. The fastest-growing segment of our funding base is indi-
vidual consumers who are sick and tired of the almost daily baseless scares — and they
write us checks to help support our work. »

Source regarding ACSH & Wikipedia.
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