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John J. Holland is Communications Director for Integrated Environmental 

Plant Management Association of Western Canada ( IEPMA ).  He is Canada’s 
most eloquent and intelligent writer on the subject of public policy and pest 

control products.    
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Anti–Pesticide Organizations ( including Canadian Cancer Society ) CO–
OPTED A DIFFERENT VERSION of the Precautionary Principle. 
 

It is called the Wingspread Statement on the Precautionary Principle, which 

was formulated in 1998 by a small group of environmentalists.  

 
The Wingspread Statement has become very popular with Anti–Pesticide Ac-

tivists who MISUNDERSTAND the Precautionary Principle. 

 

It is  ―  at the same time  ―  both MORE AMORPHOUS and MORE INCLU-
SIVE than the MORE WIDELY–ACCEPTED VERSION called the Rio Declaration.  
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The MOST WIDELY–ACCEPTED VERSION of the Precautionary Principle is the 

United Nations Rio Declaration of June 1992.  

 
The Rio Declaration states  ―   

 
 

<<  Where there are THREATS OF SERIOUS OR IRREVERSIBLE 

DAMAGE, LACK OF FULL SCIENTIFIC CERTAINTY SHALL NOT be used 
as a reason for postponing cost–effective measures to pre-
vent environmental degradation.  >> 
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The Wingspread Statement, the CO–OPTED ANTI–PESTICIDE VERSION of the 

Precautionary Principle, was released by Enviro–Lunatics in January 1998  ―   
 

 

<< When an activity raises THREATS OF HARM TO HUMAN 

HEALTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT, precautionary measures should 
be taken even if some CAUSE–AND–EFFECT relationships are  
NOT FULLY ESTABLISHED SCIENTIFICALLY.  >> 
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« Threats of serious or irreversible damage »  ―  which appears in the the 

United Nations Rio Declaration  ―  was DELETED by Anti–Pesticide Activists. 
 
« Threats of harm to human health or the environment » has been ADDED 

to the Wingspread Statement, the CO–OPTED ANTI–PESTICIDE VERSION of 
the Precautionary Principle. 

 

The Wingspread Statement allowed itself to be applied to VIRTUALLY ANY-
THING, for almost ANY REASON.  
 

What is seldom mentioned is ANOTHER CLAUSE from the Wingspread 

Statement, as follows  ―   

 
 

<<  The process of applying the Precautionary Principle 
must be OPEN, INFORMED AND DEMOCRATIC and must include 
potentially affected parties.  

 

It must also involve an examination of the full range of al-
ternatives, including NO ACTION.  >> 
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Stewart Brand is a renowned environmentalist, creator and former editor 

and publisher of The Whole Earth Catalog. 
 

In 2009, Stewart Brand wrote about the Wingspread Statement in his book 

An Ecopragmatist Manifesto  ― 

 
 

<<  They had me at « precautionary », worried me at  
« some CAUSE–AND–EFFECT », and lost me at « FULLY ESTAB-

LISHED SCIENTIFICALLY ».  
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That is an ILLUSORY, UNATTAINABLE GOAL.  

 

NOTHING IS FULLY ESTABLISHED SCIENTIFICALLY, EVER  ―  not  
gravity, not Darwinian evolution, not the safety of peanut–
butter–and–jelly sandwiches.  

 

SCIENCE IS A PERPETUAL ARGUMENT.  >> 

 

 

 

 
There is NO LACK OF ANY CERTAINTY concerning « threats of serious or ir-

reversible damage » to the employees and families of Professional Lawn 

Care companies.  

 

In Quebec and Ontario, many companies have been DRIVEN OUT OF BUSI-
NESS  ―  there is NO LACK OF ANY CERTAINTY about this.  
 

In spite of the claims of activists to the contrary, thousands of employees 

have lost their jobs, and they and their families are suffering the conse-

quences, health and otherwise  ―   there is NO LACK OF ANY CERTAINTY 
about this.  

 

There are NO efficacious or cost–effective alternatives to the conventional 

products being banned.   
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Due to their poor performance, Green Alternative products have to be ap-

plied MORE OFTEN, with MORE APPLICATOR VISITS, dramatically INCREAS-
ING AN APPLICATOR’S ENVIRONMENTAL FOOT–PRINT. 

 

There is NO LACK OF ANY CERTAINTY about this. 

 
Therefore, the Precautionary Principle RULES AGAINST ENACTING THE PRO-
HIBITION OF PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS, particularly as it applies to human 

health and well–being, as well as the environment. 

 

 
 

 



 

    iepma@shaw.ca 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

William H. Gathercole & NORAHG  │  force.of.de.nature@gmail.com  │  Force Of Nature 



 

 

 

 
 

William H. Gathercole & NORAHG  │  force.of.de.nature@gmail.com  │  Force Of Nature 



 
 
 

 

In the 9|11 Era of Environmental Terrorism, at least ONE SUBVERSIVE ACT OF TERROR is Perpetrated EVERY SINGLE DAY by enviro lunatics. 

 
We are living in the DARK AGE OF ANTI–PESTICIDE TERRORISM where sound science is trumped by JUNK SCIENCE and UNVERIFIABLE SECRET EVIDENCE through FABRICATION, 
INNUENDO, and INTERNET RUMOUR  ―  scientific research PROVES that pest control products CAUSE NO HARM and can be USED SAFELY. 

 
NORAHG is National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green Space Industry. 
 

NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization dedicated to representing the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who promote PESTICIDE REALISM 
and PESTICIDE TRUTHS. 

 
HUJE are enviro lunatics, anti pesticide activists, and lawn haters, who particularly DESPISE the golf industry.  They are Hateful Underhanded Jokes as Environmentalists who have been 
WRONG FOR OVER 50 YEARS.  There is NO RECOURSE but LITIGATION against these HUJE, as well as the CANCELLATION of GOVERNMENT GRANTS and REVOCATION of the TAX–

EXEMPT STATUS of their organizations.  HUJE should Get OFF Our grASS, and they should Roast In Hell. 
 
NORAHG manages the Library Computer Access and Retrieval System for all anti pesticide terrorist acts of subversion.  In the event that criminal charges for FRAUD and CONSPIRACY 

are laid, ALL anti pesticide activists and their environmental terrorist organizations have been identified on the basis of statements, activities, affiliations, and whereabouts.   
 

NORAHG also produces FORCE OF NATURE, reports that present THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE about environmental issues, including anti pesticide 
terrorism. 
 

FORCE OF NATURE is a series of reports destined for the green space industry, the environmental terrorist movement, governments, and the media, nationwide across Canada, the 
United States, and overseas.   

 
The Force Of Nature Series of Reports   ―   Agriculture   •   ALBERTA Conspiracy   •   Bee Colony Collapse Disorder   •   Bee Colony Collapse Disorder   •   Benefits of the Turfgrass 
Industry   •   Beyond Pesticides   •   Books That Screwed Up the World   •   BRITISH COLUMBIA Conspiracy   •   Canadian Cancer Society   •   Canadian Association of Physicians for the 

Environment   •   CARNAGE and Consequences  of Lunatic Terrorist Prohibition   •   Controversial Prohibitions   •   Culprits of the Prohibition Conspiracy   •   Daffodils, Toxic Pesticide 
Treated Flowers Soaked Formaldehyde   •   Dating Services for Enviro Maniacs   •   David Suzuki Foundation   •   DDT and Our World of Politicized Science   •   Death and Illness 
(Alleged)   •   Departure Letters   •   Ecojustice Canada   •   Energy Sector   •   Environmental Terrorists UNMASKED   •   Environmental Terrorist Organizations   •   Enviro PROFIT   •   

Environmental Defence   •   FAILURE of IPM, Pesticide Manufacturers, Prohibition, Trade Associations   •   Famous Quotations About Enviro Lunatics   •   Fertilizer TERROR   •   Food and 
Farming   •   Get Off Our grASS   •   Global Warming, The Scam of Our Lifetime   •   Golf Industry   •   Green Alternatives   •   Green Party   •   Halloween Terror   •   Happy Holidays   •   

Health Canada   •   Health Concerns with Pest Control Products   •   Heroes Speaking Out Against Environmental Terror   •   History of Environmental Terror in Canada   •   History of the 
Turfgrass Industry   •   Letters to the Editor   •   LIARS and Lying Sacks of (Enviro Maniac) Cwap   •   Mock Advertisements   •   Mock Speeches   •   Myth BUSTING   •   NATIONAL 
Prohibition   •   NEW BRUNSWICK Conspiracy   •   NO Prohibition Exception for AGRICULTURE Industry   •   NO Prohibition Exception for GOLF Industry   •   NOVA SCOTIA Conspiracy   •   

North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)   •   ONTARIO Conspiracy, Haven For Environmental Terrorists   •   Ontario College of Family Physicians   •   Organic Golf Courses   •   
Organic Maintenance   •   Organizations of the Prohibition Conspiracy   •   Pesticide Q & A (Questions and Answers)   •   Positive Waves (Interesting and Innovative Thinking)   •   PRINCE 

EDWARD ISLAND (PEI) Conspiracy   •   QUEBEC Prohibition   •   Quotations About Enviro Lunatics & Maniacs   •   Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science   •   SASKATCHEWAN 
Conspiracy   •   Satire, Laughs & Insanity   •   Terror That NEVER Ends   •   TERROR Talk and Weasel Words   •   THE AVENGERS   •   The Environmental Factor   •   The FAILURES of 
Green Alternatives, Organic Golf Courses, BROWN Golf Courses, Integrated Pest Management, Pesticide Free Parks. and Pesticide Manufacturers   •   The Ontario Trillium Foundation   •   

The Industry STRIKES Back   •   The Wilhelm Scream   •   The Wisdom of REAL Experts   •   Tukey TERRORISM   •   TWISTED Precautionary Principle    •   United States Enviro 
TERRORISM   •   UPDATES   •   VICTORIES Against Terrorists   •   Video, Audio, and Slide Shows   •   VIOLATING Federal Law   •   VIOLATING Prohibition   •   WARNINGS   •   Weapons 
of Ultimate Environmental Terror   •   Wind Power (Bogus)   •   2,4–D 

 
The information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and entertainment of the reader by providing a sequence of events WITH COMMENTARY, striving 

for accuracy in history, politics, and science.   
 
FORCE OF NATURE is committed to sound science, and ground–breaking original journalism that informs, entertains, and creates real change. 

 
FORCE OF NATURE is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT and provides NO guarantee regarding accuracy or completeness.  In no event shall FORCE OF NATURE be liable for any incidental or 

consequential damages, lost profits, or any indirect damages.   
 
NORAHG also produces A LOOK AT, is a series of reports providing TECHNICAL INFORMATION on issues such as Career Management, Golf Course Maintenance, Green Alternatives, 

Summer Stress, Turfgrass Pests, and Turfgrass Species. 
 
Finally, NORAHG frequently responds to anti pesticide activists in LETTERS TO THE EDITOR in newspapers across Canada and around the world. 

 
All information, excerpts, and pictures contained in FORCE OF NATURE, A LOOK AT, and LETTERS TO THE EDITOR were retrieved from the Internet, and may be considered in the public 

domain.   
 
FORCE OF NATURE, A LOOK AT, and their various incarnations, was the brainchild of William H. Gathercole ( now retired ) and his colleagues.   

 
Here is a brief summary of Mr. Gathercole's career  ― 

 
Fields of study   ―   Horticulture/Agriculture, Mathematics, Physics 
 

Alma mater   ―   McGill University   •   University of Guelph   •   the first person ever to obtain university degrees and contribute to both the professional lawn care and golf maintenance 
industries 
 

Expertise in   ―   environmental issues and anti pesticide terrorism   •   turf and ornamental maintenance and troubleshooting   •   history of the industry   •   sales and distribution of 
seeds, chemicals, fertilizers, and equipment   •   fertilizer manufacturing and distribution   

 
Notable activities   ―   worked in virtually all aspects of the green space industry, including golf, professional lawn care, distribution, environmental compliance, government negotiations, 
public affairs, and workplace safety   •   supervisor, consultant, and, programmer for the successful execution of hundreds of thousands of management operations in the golf and urban 

landscape, as well as millions of pest control applications    •   advisor, instructor, and trainer for  thousands of turf and ornamental managers and technicians   •   pesticide certification 
instructor for thousands of industry workers   •   founder of the modern professional lawn care industry   •   prolific writer for industry publications and e–newsletters   •   first to confirm 
the invasion of European Chafer insect in both the Montreal region and the Vancouver/Fraser Valley region   •   with Dr. Peter Dernoeden, confirmed the presence of Take All Patch as a 

disease of turf in Eastern Canada   •   with Dr. David Shetlar, confirmed the presence of Kentucky Bluegrass Scale as an insect pest in South Western Ontario, and later, in the Montreal 
and Vancouver regions     

 
Special contributions   ―   creator of the exception status that has allowed the golf industry to avoid being subjected to anti pesticide prohibition   •   creator of the signs that are now 
used for posting after application   •   co–founder of annual winter convention for Quebec golf course superintendents   •   the major influence in the decision by Canadian Cancer Society 

to stop selling for profit pesticide treated daffodils   •   the only true reliable witness of the events of anti pesticide prohibition in the town of Hudson, Quebec   •   retired founder of FORCE 
OF NATURE and A LOOK AT e–newsletters 

 
Notable award   ―   the very first man of the year for contributions leading to the successful founding of Quebec professional lawn care industry, which served as a beach–head against 
anti pesticide activists in the 1980s and 1990s 

 
Legacy   ―   Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues   …   designed and implemented strategies that reined anti pesticide activists to provide peace and prosperity for the entire modern green 
space industry across Canada   •   orchestrated legal action against anti pesticide activists in the town of Hudson, Quebec   •   launched the largest founding professional lawn care 

business in Canada   •   quadrupled the business revenues of one of the largest suppliers in Canada 
 

Mr. Gathercole is now retired, although his name continues to appear as founder of FORCE OF NATURE and A LOOK AT e–newsletters..
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