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 What is a weed control product ? 

 
A weed control product, or ««   hh ee rr bb ii cc ii dd ee   »» , is a 
chemical used to ««   ccoo nn tt rr oo ll   »» , ««   ss uu pp pp rr ee ss ss   »» ,,  or 
««   ii nn hh ii bb ii tt   »»   plants that are undesirable weeds in turf. 
  

  
   
   
   
   

 Herbicides are classified as either ««   ss ee ll ee cc tt ii vv ee   »»  or ««   nn oo nn –– ss ee ll ee cc tt ii vvee   »» .  
««   SS ee llee cc tt ii vvee   »»  herbicides, such as ««   22 ,, 44 ––DD   »» , will destroy only certain 
plants, such as Dandelions, with little or no injury to desirable 
turfgrasses.  ««   NN oo nn –– ssee ll ee cc tt ii vvee   »»  herbicides will destroy weeds, as  
well as all surrounding vegetation to which they are applied.  One  
example of a ««   nn oo nn –– ss ee ll ee cc tt ii vv ee   »»  herbicide is ««   RR oo uu nn dd uu pp   »» .  A large 
number of the green alternative products recommended by the envi-
ronmental movement are highly destructive and ««   nn oo nn –– ss ee ll ee cc tt ii vv ee   »» . 
 
 

  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 Herbicides are also classified as either ««   pp rr ee ––
ee mm ee rr gg ee nn tt   »»  or ««   pp oo ss tt –– ee mm ee rrgg ee nn tt   »» .  ««   PPoosstt––eemmeerrggeenntt   »» 
herbicides, such as ««   22 ,, 44 –– DD   »» , are highly effective in 
controlling weeds  aafftteerr they have emerged and devel-
oped.  Conversely, ««   pp rr ee –– ee mmee rr gg ee nn tt   »»  herbicides must 
be applied to create a ««   hh ee rr bb ii cc ii dd ee   bb aa rr rr ii ee rr   »»  bbeeffoorree 
certain weeds emerge.  They are ««   ss oo ii ll   aa cc tt ii vv ee   »»  prod-
ucts that prevent the germination or early growth of 
seeds.  The environmental movement has falsely given 
the public the impression that ««   pp rr ee –– ee mm ee rr gg ee nn tt   »»  green 
alternative products are just as effective as ««   22 ,, 44 –– DD   »» . 
 

  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 Finally, herbicides are classified as either ««   ff oo ll ii aa rr   ccoo nn tt aa cc tt   »»  or 
««   ss yy ss tt ee mm ii cc   »» .  ««   CC oo nn tt aa cc tt   »»  herbicides may be non–selective, fast–
acting and may provide a ««   qq uu ii cc kk   bb uu rr nn   »»  of the leaves.  ««   CC oo nn tt aa cc tt   »» 
herbicides may only ««   ss uu pp pp rree ss ss   »» perennial weeds, which are able 
to re–grow from unaffected underground roots and stems. 
 
««   SS yy ss tt ee mm ii cc   »»  herbicides, such as ««   22 ,, 44 –– DD   »» , are highly effective since 
they are ««   tt rr aa nn ss ll oo ccaa tt ee dd   »»  through the plant.  They are capable of  
controlling perennial plants.  They may be slower acting, but, ulti-
mately, they are much more effective than contact herbicides. 
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