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Province introduces  

lawn care pesticide ban 

 
NB 865 
 
June 18, 2009  
 

 
 
 
FREDERICTON (CNB)  ─  The sale and use of more than 200 over–the–counter 
lawn care pesticide products, and the use of all 2,4–D products  on domestic 

lawns in the province, will be BANNED  by the Department o f Env ironment  

as of fal l  2009 . 
 
In addition to the ban, Integrated Pest Management  (IPM) accreditation will 

be MANDATORY  in February 2010  for those carrying out lawn care services 

involving commercial–grade pesticides, and the 1974 Pesticides Control Act  
will be reviewed with a goal of further reducing the unnecessary use of pesti-
cides in the province within two years. 
 
Env ironment Minis ter  Roland Haché  made the announcement today. 
 
" During the 90–day consultation period on the subject of lawn care  
pesticides which took place last summer and fall , more  than 1,400 
New Brunswickers shared the ir comments,  and it was clear that the  
use of these pesticides is a concern," said Haché .  
 

New Brunswick is the FIRST province in Atlantic Canada, and the third in 

Canada, to adopt a comprehensive product ban on lawn care pesticides. 
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" New Brunswickers shared their v iews with us, and as 
a government  we l istened," said Haché .  " We are mov-
ing ahead with a ban on over–the–counter pesticide 
products for homeowners and businesses alike.  Reduc-
ing the reliance on pest icides in the province will con-
tribute to a sustainable environment and a self–
sufficient New Brunswick by 2026." 
 
The product ban targets lawn care pesticide products on the retail market that 
are most likely to be overused and misused.  This includes combination fer-
ti l izer/pesticide produc ts , granular spreadable weed kil lers , hose–end 
produc ts , and lawn care pesticides that require measuring, mixing or dilu-
tion by the homeowner . 
 
The new IPM provisions will include requirements for businesses and lawn 
care professionals to significantly reduce their reliance on blanket treatment, 
and will instead promote spot treatment of problem areas. 
 
The requirements for IPM accreditation, which include training and certifica-
tion, will be included in all operating permits for professionals and companies. 
Individuals who sell or use a banned product, and professionals who fail to 
comply with the terms of IPM accreditation, will be subject to prosecution un-
der the Pesticides Control Act . 
 
Since the maintenance of specialty turf is the business of golf courses , they 

WILL BE ABLE TO USE PRODUCTS CONTAINING  2,4–D, providing that the 
products are applied within IPM provisions. 
 
While pesticide treatment of public areas  such as parks  and sports fields , 
as well as school yards  and hospi tal grounds , would still be possible, the 
new regulatory restrictions would apply. 
 

These new changes WILL NOT  affect the use of pesticides in agricultural  or 

forestr y  operations.  From a municipal perspective, the measures mean that 
pesticides will be regulated on a provincewide basis, rather than at the com-
munity level. 
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" Our ban focuses on products that are misused and overused, and 
which results in more pesticides being added to the environment than 
is necessary," said Haché .  " In particular, the herbicide 2,4–D, which 
is one of the  most widely used lawn care pesticides,  will be banned 
because of its widespread use and its potential to be overused and 
misused. As a government, we committed to making a decision in  
spring of 2009 on the use of lawn care pest icides, and we believe 
that this decision is in the best interest of all New Brunswickers.  
This ban will contribute to an improved environment and quality of 
life for all residents of the province."  
 
Last year, the departments of Environment, Health, Agriculture and Aquacul-
ture, and Local Government formed a working group to address the issue of 
lawn care pesticides in the province. 
 
In the coming weeks, information will be made available to the public and 
stakeholders about the ban and how lawns can be managed without relying on 
routine pesticide spraying. 
 
Since the actions announced today can be implemented within current legisla-
tion and regulations, the province is able to take immediate steps to put these 
measures in place.  By implementing the ban in the fal l of 2009 , retailers and 
lawn care companies will have sufficient notice to remove these products from 
their inventories in advance of the 2010 lawn and gardening season. 
 
The Department of Env ironment  is responsible for the implementation of the 
Clean Env ironment Act , the Clean Water Act , the Clean Air  Act , the 
Pesticides Control Act , and the Beverage Containers Act  through early 
planning, pollution prevention initiatives and the administration of permits and 
approvals. 
 
09/06/18 
 
MEDIA CONTACT : Chris Connor , public affairs, Department of Environment, 
506–453–3700. 
 
09/06/18 
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FORCE OF NATURE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It 

is a series of e–newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT , 
politicians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  

FORCE OF NATURE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself that reports on the cur-

rent events affecting the future of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, 

which is a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 

 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions ex-

pressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those 

of everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. 
Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 

 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another 

pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY .  He has worked in virtually all aspects of 

the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. 
Gathercole has been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the 

evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM  for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental 
issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against un-
ethical and excessive municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town 

of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being ANTI–ENVIRONMENT –MOVEMENT , he is, in fact, sim-

ply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  However, this position has not precluded him 
from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environ-

mental issues is UNDENIABLE .  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing 

columnist for TURF &  RECREATION  Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 

 
All pictures contained  in FORCE OF NATURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that 
they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, public-
ity photos, or press media stock. 

 
Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and entertainment of 
the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are not 
always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 

 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibi-
tion  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  
Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  Death and the Environmental Movement  ●  Golf and 
Landscape Trade Industries  ●  June Irwin, The Princess of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  
Kelowna BC Prohibition  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibi-
tion  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  
Quebec Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier 
of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure 
of Integrated Pest Management  ●  The Industry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  
The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE OF 

FORCE OF NATURE TODAY. 


