
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Desmond Francis Joseph Rice passed away on 
April 14th, 2011, in Naples, Florida. 

 

Rice was the Co–Founder of Weed Man Lawn 

Care Franchises. 
 

He was also the Head of one of Canada’s leading 

franchise organizations That Franchise Group.   

 
He was 62–years–old. 

 

He was, without a doubt, Canada’s GRE A TE S T 
FRA NCH IS E  B US INE S S MA N . 
 
Rice was also the God–Father of the Modern Pro-

fessional Lawn Care Industry. 

 

Rice was L E GE NDA RY, ICON IC , and L A RGE R–
THA N– L IFE , with his TRA DE – MA RK  MO US TA -
CHE . 
 

He made a difference in many people’s lives, and 
developed the reputation as a GRE A T L E A DE R  
who genuinely cared for his family, employees, 

franchisees, and business associates. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Des Rice CO– FOUNDE D  Weed Man, the Professional Lawn Care business 

that became a HOUS E HOL D NA ME  A C ROS S  NORTH A ME R ICA . 
 
In 1949, Rice was born in Sligo, Ireland. 

 

Rice came to Canada as a youth, and grew up with his family in a small bun-

galow in Toronto, Ontario, before striking–out on his own. 
 

In 1970, Rice and his wife Brenda together FOUNDE D  Weed Man in Missis-

sauga, Ontario.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Rice designed the DIS T INC T IV E  Weed Man L OGO  and FONT  that is S TIL L  
US E D TODA Y . 
 

 

 
 
 

With a 500–dollar loan from his father, and a pick-up truck, Rice began 
knocking on doors, offering to « weed » peoples’ yards.  

 
When asked why the name « Weed Man », Rice answered  ― 

 

«   When your wife wants you to get rid of the weeds who do 

you call.  The Weed Man.  Use your brain.  »  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

For seven years, Rice and his wife Brenda ran the INCREAS INGL Y BUS Y 
STAND– AL ONE BUSINESS . 

 

By 1977, Rice decided to grow the business through FRANCH IS ING.  

 

It was a smart idea, and Weed Man quickly REPL ICATED ITS  SU CCESS  
ACROSS CANADA , with 13 0  FRANCHISES . 

 

In 2000, Weed Man SOL D– OUT  the Canadian franchises. 

 

With the Canadian market SATURATED , Weed Man EXPANDED  into the 
UN ITED STATES .  

 

In 1996, Weed Man became a master licensee of Turf Management Systems, 

Inc., which BEGAN FRANCHIS ING IN  T HE UN ITED STATES .  

 

By accumulating more than 2 0 0 AMERICA N FRANC H ISES , Weed Man 

proved that it continued to GROW  RAPIDL Y.  

 

In 2010, Landscape Management Magazine listed Weed Man as the FAST-
EST– GROW ING  and the NINTH L ARG EST L ANDSCAPE /  L AW N SERVICE  
PROVIDER  in North America. 

 

The company also explored opportunities in the UNITED K ING DO M, where 

in fact, FIVE  FRANCH ISES  were established. 

 

By 2011, the COMBINED  Weed Man franchises numbered OVER 33 0 . 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Weed Man franchises have always been easily identifiable by DIS TINCT IV E  
GRE E N a n d  YE L L OW  UNIFOR MS  a n d  TRUCK S . 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

As Weed Man continued to flourish, NE W  FRA NCHIS E  V E NTURE S  were de-
veloped that provided a COMP L IME NT A RY FO CUS  ON MORE  RE S IDE N -
T IA L  S E RV ICE S , such as Bin There Dump That, Christmas Decor, Downsiz-

ing Diva, and Truly Nolen structural pest control. 

 

By 2011, A L L  franchise operators generated MO RE  THA N 1 0 0 – MIL L ION–
DOL L A RS  in revenue each year. 

 

 

 
 

 
People admired Des Rice’s creativity, ambition, and accomplishments.  
 

Des was a very strong man and he worked hard all his life at being a great 

business man, husband, father, and grand–father. 

 
He will be remembered for his smiling face and larger than life personality. 

 
Ave atque vale 

 

Hail and Farewell ! 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Force Of Nature presents THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE from National Organization Responding Against HUJE that 

seek to harm the Green Space Industry (NORAHG).  It is a series of Reports destined for the Green Space Industry, the Environmental Terror 
Movement, Governments, and the Media, nationwide across Canada, the United States, and overseas.  The information presented in Force Of 

Nature has been developed for the education and entertainment of the reader by providing a sequence of historical events WITH COMMEN-
TARY.  The neutrality of these Reports might be disputed.  This is what we do.  Don’t thank us.  It’s a public service.  And we are glad to do it.   

 
HUJE are identified on the basis of their statements, activities, affiliations, and whereabouts.  Even though each Enviro Lunatic Culprit is a mis-
guided adversary, each still deserves our respect.  The use of the terms Lunatic, Maniac, Culprit, Terrorist, or Basterd are not accusations of any 

legal wrong doing.  Force Of Nature is simply holding Enviro Lunatic Activists accountable for conspiring to change public policies that TERROR-
IZE, HARM, and THREATEN the Green Space Industry.   

 
HUJE is a term used to describe Enviro Lunatic Activists that routinely concoct FEAR MONGERING, FRAUDULENT LIES, MISCONCEPTIONS, CO-

ERCION, THREATS, DECEPTIONS, TERROR, and PARANOID CONSPIRACIES that are DESIGNED to SCAM and DECEIVE the public into believing 
there is some IMAGINARY DANGER with conventional pest control products.  HUJE also SCAM and DECEIVE Government Officials into the 

NEEDLESS, SENSELESS, and MALICIOUS CONSPIRACY to PROHIBIT conventional pest control products that are HEALTH CANADA APPROVED, 
FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE, and ABSOLUTELY INDISPENSABLE.   

 
HUJE have created LOSS OF REVENUES, BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, and UNEMPLOYMENT, inflicting DESPAIR and DESTITUTION for 
THOUSANDS of hapless victims throughout the Green Space Industry.  The DEPRAVED INDIFFERENCE of Lunatic Culprit Terrorist Basterd HUJE 

is viewed as a form of TERROR, HARM, and THREAT against the Green Space Industry.   
 

This Report provides NO guarantee regarding accuracy or completeness.  In no event shall Force Of Nature be liable for any incidental or conse-
quential damages, lost profits, or any indirect damages.  Force Of Nature is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT of any trade association or business oper-

ating within the Green Space Industry.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this Report are not always fictitious.  
Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental.  All information, excerpts, and pictures contained in this Report were 

found somewhere on the Internet, and may be considered in the public domain, serving one of the following purposes  ―  archive, education, 
promotion, publicity, or press release.   
 

Force Of Nature, and its various incarnations, is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his colleagues.  Mr. Gathercole is a principal 
FOUNDER of the Modern Professional Lawn Care Industry in BOTH Ontario and Quebec.  He holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSI-

TY OF GUELPH, and another pure and applied science degree from McGILL UNIVERSITY.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the Green 
Space Industry, including GOLF, PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE, and CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, and has served in environmental compliance, gov-

ernment negotiations, public affairs, and workplace safety.  Mr. Gathercole has supervised, consulted, programmed, and/or overseen the suc-
cessful and safe execution of HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of pest control applications in the urban landscape.  He has trained, instructed, and 

consulted with THOUSANDS of turf managers and technicians.  Mr. Gathercole has also been an agricultural agronomist.  For many years, Mr. 
Gathercole was a contributing columnist for TURF & Recreation Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority.   
 

Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues have followed the evolution of LUNATIC ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM for over a quarter century.  For FIF-
TEEN YEARS, the strategies designed and implemented by Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues guaranteed the control of the VERMIN OF ENVI-

RONMENTAL TERROR for the entire Modern Green Space Industry across Canada.  Their involvement in Environmental Issues reached a fe-
vered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with his colleagues, legal action against the Forces of Environmental Evil in the Town of Hud-

son, Quebec.   
 

Today, Mr. Gathercole is the ONLY TRUE RELIABLE WITNESS of the Hudson Affair.  Mr. Gathercole is personally credited for crafting the Golf 
Industry Exception Status that endures to this day.  He is also the creator of the signs that are now used for posting after application.  He and 
his colleagues are recognized as THE MAJOR INFLUENCE for the decision by Canadian Cancer Society to STOP selling for profit PESTICIDE–

TREATED DAFFODILS.  Mr. Gathercole’s vast knowledge of our long journey with Environmental Issues is UNDENIABLE  ―  hopefully !  Mr. 
Gathercole is now retired, although his name continues to appear as FOUNDER of Force Of Nature.   

 
THE LIBRARY OF REPORTS   •   2,4–D   •   A LOOK AT Career Management   •   A LOOK AT Pests & Disorders of Trees & Shrubs   •   A LOOK 

AT Pests & Disorders of Turfgrasses   •   Agriculture   •   ALBERTA Enviro Terror   •   Bee Colony Collapse Disorder   •   Bee Colony Collapse Dis-
order   •   Benefits of the Turfgrass Industry   •   Books That Screwed Up the World   •   BRITISH COLUMBIA Enviro Terror Conspiracy   •   

CALGARY (Alberta) Enviro Terror STOPPED   •   Cancer Maniac Stuff   •   CARNAGE Caused by Prohibition Terrorism   •   CONSEQUENCES of 
Prohibition Terrorism   •   Controversial Prohibitions   •   Culprits, Lunatics and Maniacs Who Conspired to Prohibit   •   Daffodils   ―   Toxic Pes-
ticide Treated Daffodils Soaked Formaldehyde   •   Dating Services for Enviro Maniacs   •   DDT and Our World of Politicized Science   •   Death 

and Illness (Alleged)   •   Departure Letters   •   Environmental Terror That NEVER Ends   •   Environmental TERROR Talk and Weasel Words   •   
Environmental Terrorists UNMASKED   •   Environmental Terror Organizations   •   Enviro Profit Accumulated by Greedy & Avaricious Enviro Ma-

niacs   •   Famous Quotations About Enviro Maniacs   •   Fertilizer Enviro Terror That NEVER Ends   •   Food and Farming   •   Global Warming  
―  The Scam of Our Lifetime   •   Golf Industry   •   Halloween Terror   •   Happy Holidays   •   Health Canada   •   Health Concerns with Pest 

Control Products   •   Heroes Speaking Out Against Environmental Terror   •   History of Environmental Terror in Canada   •   Lying Sacs of (En-
viro Maniac) Cwap   •   Mock Advertisements   •   Mock Speeches   •   Myth Busting   •   NATIONAL Enviro Terror Conspiracy   •   NEW 

BRUNSWICK Enviro Terror   •   NO Prohibition Exception for AGRICULTURE Industry   •   NO Prohibition Exception for GOLF Industry   •   North 
America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)   •   ONTARIO  ―  Haven For Environmental Terror   •   Pesticide Q & A (Questions and Answers)   •   

Positive Waves (Interesting and Innovative Thinking)   •   PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (PEI) Enviro Terror   •   QUEBEC Prohibition Terror   •   Ra-
chel Carson   •   SASKATCHEWAN Enviro Terror Infestation   •   Satire, Laughs & Insanity   •   THE AVENGERS   •   The Successes of Trade As-
sociations   •   The Failure of BOGUS Green Alternatives   •   The Failure of BOGUS Organic Golf Courses   •   The Failure of BROWN Golf Cours-

es   •   The Failure of Integrated Pest Management   •   The Failure of Pesticide Free Parks   •   The Failures of Pesticide Manufacturers   •   The 
Failures of Trade Associations   •   The Industry Strikes Back in Ontario   •   The Wilhelm Scream   •   The Wisdom of REAL Experts   •   TWIST-

ED Precautionary Principle    •   United States Enviro Terror   •   Victories Against the Vermin of Enviro Terrorism   •   Video, Audio, and Slide 
Shows   •   Violating Federal Law   •   Warnings and Updates   •   Weapons of Ultimate Environmental Terror   •   Wind Power (Bogus) 


