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As surely as SW ALLOW S RETURN TO  SAN JUAN CAPI STRANO  and BUZZARDS TO  

HI NCKLEY,  O HIO , spring signals a FRESH W AVE O F ANTI –LAW N CARE ACTI VI TY in 
Canada .  
 
The message is a predictable as April showers, and it’s always the same  �  
 
 

WE WANT TO BAN THE USE OF LAWN CARE CHEMICALS !  
 
 

The anti–pesticide drumbeat begins in mid–winter an d intensifies as the snow 
and ice retreat.  
 
Typically, groups ( the Canadian–Cancer–Society is always in the fore–front ) 
begin a publicity campaign to «  educate  »  property owners about the alleged 
health risks of using or allowing lawn care chemica ls to be used on their prop-
erties.  
 
Then, gaining the support of local ( and vocal ) ac tivists, they build pressure on 
provincial or local law–makers to O UTLAW  law care chemicals, which they main-
tain have NO  PURPO SE  other than to make lawns more attractive. 
 
This season, ANTI –PESTI CI DE ACTI VI TY  has been G REATEST in Alberta  and Bri t -
ish  Co lumbia  ( BC ), provinces in W estern–Canada , and, predictably, is being 
SPEAR–HEADED by the Canadian–Cancer–Society, a national, communi ty–based 
charitable organization of volunteers.  
 
It is Canada ’s largest national cancer charity.  
 
To date, a handful of communities in Bri t ish  Co lumbia , but NO  municipalities 
in Alberta , have BANNED THE USE O F LAWN CARE CHEMI CALS . 
 
Elsewhere in Canada , these campaigns have been surprisingly effective,  espe-
cially in its most populous provinces, Ontar io  and neighbouring Quebec , where 
the anti–lawn care movement began more than 10 years ago . 
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Most recently activists have turned their attention  to the City  of  Edmonton , the 
provincial capital of Alberta .  
 
As I write this, it is not clear whether this city of 730,000 peop le  will ban pesti-
cide use or not.  
 
Earlier this year, a report from a city committee o pined that  ... 

 
•    pest ic ide  bans are  d if f icu lt  to  enforce,   
 
•    pest ic ide  bans can add mi l l ions to  the  cost  of  park main tenance,   
 
•    pest ic ide  bans a l low green natura l  spaces to de ter io ra te,  and  
 
•    pest ic ides do no t  seem to  lead to  i l l  hea l th  ef fects . 
 

Not unexpectedly, the report was heavily criticized  by pesticide critics, but gave 
some hope to individuals and businesses that routin ely use these products, 
many of which have been on the market for decades. 
 
On February 24 t h ,  2011 , lawn care spokesman David  Montgomery  asked the 
city council’s transportation and public works comm ittee  �  
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Regardless, the Canadian–Cancer–Society claims it h as overwhelming support 
from the pubic to ban «  the use and sale of cosmetic pesticides  »  on home 
lawns.   
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Canadian–Cancer–Society continues to claim that res earch links pesticide ex-
posure with an increased risk of both childhood and  adult cancers.  
 
These include childhood and adult leukemia, non–Hod gkin’s lymphoma, pros-
tate, brain and lung cancers.  
 
It also maintains that studies show that children m ay be at a higher risk due to 
their rapidly developing bodies. 
 
According to Lorne Hepworth , President of  CropL ife  Canada   �  
 
 

CANADIAN–CANCER–SOCIETY MUST PROVIDE THE PROOF !  
 
 

According to Hepworth   �  
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