
 
 

 
 
 

                



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
British Columbia  (B.C.)  ( ˌbrɪtɨʃ kəˈlʌmbiə ) is the westernmost of Canada's prov-
inces and is famed for its natural beauty, as reflected in its Latin motto, Splendor 
sine occasu ("Splendour without Diminishment").  In 1871, it became the sixth 
province of Canada.  The capital of British Columbia is Victoria, the 15th largest 
metropolitan region in Canada.  The largest city is Vancouver, the third–largest 
metropolitan area in Canada and the second–largest in the Pacific Northwest.  
(Source : Wikipedia.)  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

PERCEPTION  

VS. REALITY  

 

 
 

JULY 22ND, 2009   
 
 
Greetings from the rock !  No not Newfoundland, the other rock, Vancouver Is-
land.   
 
With population exceeding 750,000, Vancouver Island stretches 453 kilometres 
southeast to northwest along the western coast of British Columbia.  The larg-
est city on Vancouver Island and capital of British Columbia is Victoria famous 
for its mild weather, castles, incredible coastlines and Canada’s oldest golf 
course, the Victoria golf club. 
 
 
Who am I and what is my background ? 
 
 

My name is PAUL ROBERTSON and I have been a golf course 
superintendent for twenty years, ten at the Victoria golf  
club (VGC ).  I have a two year diploma in Turfgrass Man-
agement, a degree in Horticulture and I am currently com-
pleting my MBA in Project Management. 
 
 
How is this blog going to work ?  I will be writing a weekly blog on the highs 
and lows of Turfgrass management, or as we like to call it, "Profess ional 
Turfhugger" .  [[[[         CCCCUTESY  TI TLE UTESY  TI TLE UTESY  TI TLE UTESY  TI TLE !!!!         ]]]]     I will post a subject, provide my opinion, 
then invite you to debate and discuss your ideas.  So grab a cup of coffee, your 
morning muffin and take 5 minutes to increase your web presence while 
broadening the views of Turfhuggers around the world !  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

This week’s topic :  Perceptions Vs. Reality  … 
 
Only a chosen few hear the call to Turfgrass management.  This leaves many 
people looking in on our industry speculating, guessing and often misunder-
standing the science and art required to maintain public turf spaces.  For this 
week’s blog I would like to discuss the perceptions versus reality of pesticide 
use in your area. 
 
Municipalities in greater Victoria are in various stages of pesticide prohibition. 
VGC  is located in the municipality of Oak Bay.  I recently met with interests 
groups and Oak Bay officials to discuss the first draft of a pesticide restriction 
bylaw.  The draft bylaw proposes to ban all non–essential, cosmetic application 
of pesticides.  By the end of the meeting, it was clear that much of the fervour 
over pesticides is a case of perception versus reality. 
 

Here are a few to discuss : 
 

Perception  ―  Golf courses and agriculture are the biggest user of pesticides 
in Canada.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬        TTTTRUE RUE RUE RUE !!!! 
 
 

Reality  ―  Pesticides applied to homes and home lawns account for as much 
as 80% of all pesticides sold in Canada…   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬        WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!! 
 
 

Perception  ―  If we cannot prove that pesticides are the source of introduced 
chemicals in our environment, we should apply the “precautionary principle” .  
 
Reality  ―  The precautionary principal blindly protects us from suspected 
risks.  It argues that we should refrain from anything that is not clearly under-
stood, with no definable risks, or a risk so small it may outweigh the potential 
benefits.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬         TTTTHIS STATEMENT HIS STATEMENT HIS STATEMENT HIS STATEMENT 

DOES NOT SUFFICIENTLDOES NOT SUFFICIENTLDOES NOT SUFFICIENTLDOES NOT SUFFICIENTLY  ADDRESS THE Y  ADDRESS THE Y  ADDRESS THE Y  ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF PEST CONTROISSUE OF PEST CONTROISSUE OF PEST CONTROISSUE OF PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS L  PRODUCTS L  PRODUCTS L  PRODUCTS 

AND THEIR USE ON THEAND THEIR USE ON THEAND THEIR USE ON THEAND THEIR USE ON THE     GOLF COURSE GOLF COURSE GOLF COURSE GOLF COURSE !!!!         (S(S(S(SEE EE EE EE NEXTNEXTNEXTNEXT    FOR MORE DETAI LSFOR MORE DETAI LSFOR MORE DETAI LSFOR MORE DETAI LS .).).).) 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

THE MYTH OF THE 

PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE 
 

 
 
The Precautionary Principle states that if an action or policy might cause se-
vere or irreversible harm to the public or to the environment, in the absence of 
a scientific consensus that harm would not ensue, the burden of proof falls on 
those Enviro–Maniacs who would advocate taking the action.   
 
√   FACT :  For almost fifty years, paranoid conspiracy theorists, Environmental 
Terrorists, and other vermin of society, have tried to deceive the public with 
their LIES, FEAR–MONGERING, MISCONCEPTIONS, COERCION, THREATS, 
DECEPTIONS, TERROR, and PARANOID CONSPIRACIES. 
 
√   FACT :  Terrorist and maniacs also resort to concocting so–called principles 
in order to impose their CLOWNISH LIFE–STYLE CHOICES on everyone. 
 
x   ENVIRO–DECEPTION :  It is truly amazing how Enviro–Maniacs defend their 
arguments and deceive the public by ignorantly blurting out terms like «  Pre-
caut ionary Pr inc ip le », along with «  unnecessary poison » and « chil-
dren at r isk » ! 
 
√   FACT :  The use of pest control products in the urban landscape DOES NOT 
qualify for consideration under the Precautionary Principle. 
 
√   FACT :  NOT A SINGLE PERSON in the Environmental Terror Movement has 
ANY recognized expertise, training, or background, in matters concerning PEST 
CONTROL PRODUCTS !  
 
√   FACT :  NOT A SINGLE PERSON in the Environmental Terror Movement has 
ANY valid understanding of any PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE !   



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

√   FACT :  Enviro–Maniacs know NOTHING about pest control products or pre-
cautionary principle, but know lots about MINDLESS FEAR–MONGERING ! 
 
√   FACT :  The Precautionary Principle is used as another malicious Weapon of 
Mass Destruction by Enviro–Maniacs against the Green Space Industry.   
 
√   FACT :  The Precautionary Principle is another form of JUNK SCIENCE used 
by those Enviro–Maniacs that conspire to prohibit FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCI-
ENTIFICALLY SAFE, and TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE pest control products.   
 
x   ENVIRO–DECEPTION :  Enviro–Maniacs have UNOFFICIALLY CONCOCTED 
their own version of the Precautionary Principle, which is actually called the 
Wingspread Statement :   
 

<<  When an ac t ivity raises threats of harm to huma n 

health or the environment, precaut ionary measures s hould 

be taken even if some cause and effec t relat ionship s are  

not fu lly established sc ient if ically.  >> 

 
√   FACT :  The OFFICIAL Precautionary Principle has been defined by the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1992.  
 

<<  Where there are threats of ser ious or irrevers ib le dam-

age ,  lack of fu ll sc ient if ic certainty shall not be  us ed as a 

reason for pos tponing cos t–ef fect ive measures to pr event  

environmental degradat ion.  >>  

 
√   FACT :  Pest control products used by the Green Space Industry ARE NOT a 
threat for serious and irreversible damage. 
 
√   THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON :  The Precautionary Principle has been ex-
plained by Dr. Keith Solomon, Professor at the Centre for Toxicology and De-
partment of Environmental Biology, University of Guelph, and Director, Cana-
dian Network of Toxicology Centres.  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

<<  Landscape and garden use of pest control produc ts does 

not qualify for consideration under the precautionary principle.  

They are not serious, they are selective to pests, have low tox-

icity to non–target organisms, and are well underst ood.  The ef-

fects of these pest control products are not irreversible .  There 

is rapid recovery through reinvasion and weed seeds  and most 

need to be used at least once per year.  >> 

 
√   THE WISDOM OF BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS COMMITTE :  The Pre-
cautionary Principle has been explained by the prestigious British House of 
Commons Select Committee on Science and Technology, it was stated that  ― 
 

<<  [ ... ]  the term ‘ precaut ionary princ ip le ’ should not be  

used , and [we] recommend that it cease to be inc luded i n  

policy guidance.  >>  

 

<<  In our view, the terms " precaut ionary pr inc ip l e " and "  

precaut ionary approach " in  iso lat ion from any such  c lar i-

ficat ion have been the subjec t of such confus ion an d d if-

ferent interpretat ions as to be devalued and of l it t le prac t i-

cal he lp, par t icu lar ly in  public debate.  Indeed, w ithout  

such clar if icat ion and explanat ion, to e levate the precau-

tionary approach or princ ip le to a sc ient if ic metho dology,  

which can be proved or d isproved to have  been appli ed in  

any part icu lar case,  is both unrealist ic  and imprac t ical.   It  

also provides ammunit ion for those seek ing to promo te an 

over ly caut ious approach to innovat ion or exposure  to  any 

r isk at all.  >>  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

√   FACT :  The Enviro–Maniac version of Precautionary Principle is simply an-
other malicious Weapon of Mass Destruction concocted against the Green 
Space Industry.   
 
√   FACT :  Enviro–Terror Organizations concoct Precautionary Principles to 
seek the NEEDLESS, SENSELESS, and MALICIOUS prohibition of FEDERALLY 
LEGAL, SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, and TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE pest control 
products. 
 
√   FACT :  Enviro–Terrorists do not care about valid principles, but simply 
want to ANNIHILATE the Green Space Industry across Canada ! 
 
x   ENVIRO–DECEPTION :  Enviro–Terror Organizations seek the NEEDLESS, 
SENSELESS, and MALICIOUS prohibition of FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIENTIFI-
CALLY SAFE, and TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE pest control products by using 
terms like «  Precaut ionary Pr inc ip le » ! 
 
√   FACT :  Again, Enviro–Terrorists want to ANNIHILATE the Professional Lawn 
Care Industry across Canada ! 
 
√   FACT :  The Environmental Terror Movement seeks to impose CLOWNISH 
LIFE–STYLE CHOICES on everyone too often through the creation of LIES, 
FEAR–MONGERING, MISCONCEPTIONS, COERCION, THREATS, DECEP-
TIONS, TERROR, and PARANOID CONSPIRACIES, and by concocting myths, 
paranoid urban legends, and «  Precaut ionary Pr inc ip les ».   
 
 
Here are examples of other maniacal, paranoid, and idiotic Urban Legends that 
may be a «  threat » to society : 
 
x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  COCA COLA represents a threat of 
harm, and precautionary measures should be taken because it can remove toi-
let stains and it eats the paint off cars.  EVEN THOUGH THE GASTRIC ACID IN 
A HUMAN STOMACH IS STRONGER THAN COKE, IT MAY STILL EAT A HOLE 
IN IT.    [ Wrong ! ] 
 
x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  PEPSI or DR PEPPER represents a 
threat of harm, and precautionary measures should be taken since the people 
who make these products are atheists who refuse to put «  Under God » on 
their cans, along with the words «  One Nat ion  ...  Ind ivis ib le ».  AMERI-
CANS MAY BE UNPATRIOTIC IF THEY DRINK THESE PRODUCTS !  [ Wrong ! ] 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  PROCTOR & GAMBLE represent a 
threat of harm, and precautionary measures should be taken because it do-
nates profits to the Church of Satan, and its «  man in the moon » is proof of 
its ties to Evil.  WE MAY GO TO HELL IF WE BUY THEIR PRODUCTS !     
[ Wrong ! ] 
 
x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  SHOPPING MALLS represent a threat 
of harm, and precautionary measures should be taken because someone might 
drug people with an ether–filled perfume sample to render them unconscious, 
and rob them.  ROBBERS HAVE BECOME A WIDE–SPREAD MENACE.    [ 
Wrong ! ] 
 
x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  UPS or FedEx represent a threat of 
harm, and precautionary measures should be taken since they are actually Al 
Qaida in disguise.  BOMBS MAY BE SHIPPED TO OUR HOMES !    [ Wrong ! ] 
 
x   PARANOID–CONSPIRACY–THEORY :  Conventional pest control products 
used in the urban landscape represent a threat of harm, and precautionary 
measures should be taken because they may cause harmful irreversible effects 
to health and the environment.    [ Wrong ! ] 
 
 
√   FACT :  Conventional pest control products are scientifically safe !  Overall, 
when they are used properly, there are no harmful irreversible effects to health 
and the environment ! 
 
√   FACT :  The use of pest control products to enhance the urban landscape is 
GOOD for the environment. 
 
 

 
 

Ladders are dangerous  
when not used responsibly.  
The same can be true of 
pest control products. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

PETITION TO BAN 

COSMETIC PESTICIDES 

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 25TH, 2009 
 
An extensive body of medical literature  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG  RONG  RONG  !!!!         TTTTHIS LI TERATURE WAS PHIS LI TERATURE WAS PHIS LI TERATURE WAS PHIS LI TERATURE WAS PRRRRO-O-O-O-

DUCED  BY  ENVIRONMENTDUCED  BY  ENVIRONMENTDUCED  BY  ENVIRONMENTDUCED  BY  ENVIRONMENTAL  TERROR  GROUPS  AL  TERROR  GROUPS  AL  TERROR  GROUPS  AL  TERROR  GROUPS  !!!!     ]]]]   has demonstrated that pesticides 
pose a significant threat to human health.  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         ]]]]   Pesticide exposure 
has been linked to cancer, including childhood cancer, developmental defects 
and behavioural disorders.  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         ]]]]    
 
Many cosmetic pesticides (used solely to maintain the aesthetic qualities of 
lawns and gardens) contain active ingredients that are classified as possible 
human carcinogens  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         ]]]]   by the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer.  Some other ingredients are listed as reproductive toxins, endocrine–
disrupting chemicals or neurotoxins.  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         ]]]]   Children are most at risk 
from pesticide exposure because their smaller, developing bodies are more vul-
nerable to the toxic effects of pesticides.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ▬         TTTTHIS  HIS  HIS  HIS  IDEA OFIDEA OFIDEA OFIDEA OF     UUUUSING SING SING SING 

CHICHICHICHI LLLLDREN AS WEAPONS  OF  MDREN AS WEAPONS  OF  MDREN AS WEAPONS  OF  MDREN AS WEAPONS  OF  MASS DESTRUCTION  IN  OASS DESTRUCTION  IN  OASS DESTRUCTION  IN  OASS DESTRUCTION  IN  ORDER TO INTIMIDATE RDER TO INTIMIDATE RDER TO INTIMIDATE RDER TO INTIMIDATE 

PEOPLE IS  DEPEOPLE IS  DEPEOPLE IS  DEPEOPLE IS  DESSSSPICABLEPICABLEPICABLEPICABLE....    

 
 

Cosmetic pesticides are also known to have adverse environmental effects on 
non–target wildlife species, such as aquatic animals, birds and fish.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ▬         TTTTHEY ARE HEY  ARE HEY  ARE HEY  ARE NOTNOTNOTNOT     THE THE THE THE 

ORGANISMS  BEING  TREAORGANISMS  BEING  TREAORGANISMS  BEING  TREAORGANISMS  BEING  TREATED TED TED TED !!!!         TTTTHESE PRODUCTS  TARGETHESE PRODUCTS  TARGETHESE PRODUCTS  TARGETHESE PRODUCTS  TARGET     PESTS  OF  PESTS  OF  PESTS  OF  PESTS  OF  TURF AND TURF AND TURF AND TURF AND 

ORNAMENTAL PLANTSORNAMENTAL PLANTSORNAMENTAL PLANTSORNAMENTAL PLANTS ....     



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Across the country, more than 125 municipalities have passed by laws that 
ban the use of cosmetic pesticides within their municipal boundaries.    [[[[         BBBBIG IG IG IG 

DEAL  DEAL  DEAL  DEAL  !!!!         ]]]]         However, only the provincial government has authority to control the 
sale of pesticides, which has meant that retail stores have continued to sell 
pesticides that are banned for use under the bylaws. 
 
In Quebec and Ontario, consumers petitioned their provincial governments 
for action  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         EEEENVIRONMENTAL  GROUPS NVIRONMENTAL  GROUPS NVIRONMENTAL  GROUPS NVIRONMENTAL  GROUPS TERRORIZED LOCAL OFFTERRORIZED LOCAL OFFTERRORIZED LOCAL OFFTERRORIZED LOCAL OFFICIALS ICIALS ICIALS ICIALS !!!!         ]]]]   

and were successful in winning legislation that bans the sale and use of certain 
cosmetic pesticides and restricts the sale of others.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬         SSSSUCH PRODUCTS ARE UCH PRODUCTS ARE UCH PRODUCTS ARE UCH PRODUCTS ARE 

FEDERALLY LEGALFEDERALLY LEGALFEDERALLY LEGALFEDERALLY LEGAL,,,,     SCIENTIFICALLY  SAFESCIENTIFICALLY  SAFESCIENTIFICALLY  SAFESCIENTIFICALLY  SAFE,,,,     AND TOTALLAND TOTALLAND TOTALLAND TOTALLY  IRREPLACEABLEY  IRREPLACEABLEY  IRREPLACEABLEY  IRREPLACEABLE ....         AAAALL LL LL LL 

SUCH PRODUCTS ARE RESUCH PRODUCTS ARE RESUCH PRODUCTS ARE RESUCH PRODUCTS ARE REGISTEREDGISTEREDGISTEREDGISTERED    AND APPROVED BY AND APPROVED BY AND APPROVED BY AND APPROVED BY HHHHEALTH EALTH EALTH EALTH CCCCANADAANADAANADAANADA....    

 
 

Public opinion polls showed that 77 per cent of British Columbians support 
legislation that would phase out the use of cosmetic pesticides.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENTNDEPENDENTNDEPENDENTNDEPENDENT    PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬         TTTTHIS POLL  WAS FHIS POLL  WAS FHIS POLL  WAS FHIS POLL  WAS FI -I -I -I -

NANCED BU ENVIRONMENNANCED BU ENVIRONMENNANCED BU ENVIRONMENNANCED BU ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR GROUPS  THTAL TERROR GROUPS  THTAL TERROR GROUPS  THTAL TERROR GROUPS  THAT HAVE  CONSPIRED  TOAT HAVE  CONSPIRED  TOAT HAVE  CONSPIRED  TOAT HAVE  CONSPIRED  TO    

PROHIPROHIPROHIPROHIBIT PEST CONTROL PROBIT PEST CONTROL PROBIT PEST CONTROL PROBIT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS DUCTS DUCTS DUCTS !!!!    

 
 

There are many alternatives to the use of cosmetic pesticides  [[[[         WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!         ]]]] , in-
cluding mechanical weed control and non–toxic products that can be used to 
control insects and weed growth.  Organic gardening advice and services are 
also readily available.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬         SSSSUCH ADVICE IS  UCH ADVICE IS  UCH ADVICE IS  UCH ADVICE IS  

READILY AVAI LABLEREADILY AVAI LABLEREADILY AVAI LABLEREADILY AVAI LABLE ,,,,     FOR A PRICEFOR A PRICEFOR A PRICEFOR A PRICE,,,,     FROM OPPORTUNISTIC EFROM OPPORTUNISTIC EFROM OPPORTUNISTIC EFROM OPPORTUNISTIC ENVIRONMENTAL NVIRONMENTAL NVIRONMENTAL NVIRONMENTAL 

TERROR GROUPSTERROR GROUPSTERROR GROUPSTERROR GROUPS     THAT  HAVE NO PRACTICTHAT HAVE NO PRACTICTHAT HAVE NO PRACTICTHAT HAVE NO PRACTICAL AND PROVEN EXPERTAL AND PROVEN EXPERTAL AND PROVEN EXPERTAL AND PROVEN EXPERTISE IN MAISE IN MAISE IN MAISE IN MAT-T-T-T-

TERS CONCERNING PESTTERS CONCERNING PESTTERS CONCERNING PESTTERS CONCERNING PEST    CONTROL PCONTROL PCONTROL PCONTROL PRODUCTS OR TURF MAINRODUCTS OR TURF MAINRODUCTS OR TURF MAINRODUCTS OR TURF MAINTENANCETENANCETENANCETENANCE....    

 
 

For more information please contact CLAUDIA FERRIS at Toxic Free Canada  
 
toxicfreecanada.ca 
 

the new voice of the Labour Environmental Alliance Socie ty (LEAS),  604–
669–1921.   info@leas.ca  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ALLIANCE BUILDING 

WINS CHANGE ON PESTICIDES 

 

 
 
More than two years of alliance–building around pesticide reduction paid a ma-
jor dividend last month as municipal representatives around the province voted 
overwhelmingly to call on the provincial government to pass legislation restrict-
ing cosmetic pesticides. 
 
The 200 delegates to the Union of B.C.  Municipalities  
(UBCM) convention in Penticton voted SEPT.  25 to endorse a 
motion submitted by Kamloops city council urging the pro-
vincial government to enact legislation to ban the sale and 
use of cosmetic pesticides province–wide.  A similar resolu-
tion from Comox, calling on the province to give municipali-
ties the authority to set bylaws on the use of pesticides on all 
private lands, also passed. 
 
The vote on the resolutions capped months of campaigning by an alliance of 

Toxic Free Canada, the Canadian Cancer Society (CCS) and the Cana-
dian Associa tion of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE ), which have 
been staging forums around the province alerting British Columbians to the 
health and environmental effects of pesticides and encouraging municipal 
councils to enact bylaws curbing pesticide use.     
 
 

CCCCOMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ▬         TTTTHESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL 

GROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSOLUTELY  OLUTELY  OLUTELY  OLUTELY  NONONONO     RECOGNIZED EXPERTISERECOGNIZED EXPERTISERECOGNIZED EXPERTISERECOGNIZED EXPERTISE ,,,,     TRAININGTRAININGTRAININGTRAINING ,,,,     OR OR OR OR 

BACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUNDBACKGROUND ,,,,     IN MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNING G G G PESTPESTPESTPEST     CONTROLCONTROLCONTROLCONTROL     PRODUCTSPRODUCTSPRODUCTSPRODUCTS     !!!! 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Toxic Free Canada and the Canadian Cancer  Society were also at the 
UBCM convention, holding coffee sessions with delegates and handing out a 
joint leaflet urging councillors to support resolutions in support of provincial 
pesticide legislation.  The David Suzuki Foundation also took part in the 
campaign on the convention floor.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN OMMENTARY FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ERSPECTIVE  ▬         AAAAGAINGAINGAINGAIN ,,,,     THESE ARE THESE ARE THESE ARE THESE ARE 

ALL  GROUPS THAT HAVEALL  GROUPS THAT HAVEALL  GROUPS THAT HAVEALL  GROUPS THAT HAVE     ABSOLUTE LY  ABSOLUTE LY  ABSOLUTE LY  ABSOLUTE LY  NONONONO     RECOGNIZED  EXPERECOGNIZED  EXPERECOGNIZED  EXPERECOGNIZED  EXPERRRRTISETISETISETISE,,,,     TRAININGTRAININGTRAININGTRAINING ,,,,     

OR BACKGROUNDOR BACKGROUNDOR BACKGROUNDOR BACKGROUND ,,,,     IN MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNININ MATTERS CONCERNING G G G PESTPESTPESTPEST     CONTROLCONTROLCONTROLCONTROL     PRODUCTSPRODUCTSPRODUCTSPRODUCTS     !!!! 

 
 

“We first r aised the issue of tox ic pest ic ides more  than 
four years ago in our CancerSmart  Consumer Guide an d 
all three of our organiz at ions  ▬  Tox ic Free Canada,  
CCS and CAPE  ▬  have been work ing hard on the pes t i-
cide forums for the past two years,”  said Toxic Free Can-
ada executive director MAE BURROWS.  “So it's really grat ify-
ing to see the suppor t at th is convent ion and see t he  
campaign move to the next  leve l.”  
 
CCS, CAPE and Toxic Free Canada  were first together on a forum in Kam-

loops in 2006 called Chemical Trespass and Prevent ing Cancer : The  
Pestic ide Connec t ion  that was organized by Thompson Rivers University 
Faculty Association and the Canadian Union of Public Employees.  
 
 

BURROWS, a Burnaby resident, also ad-
dressed Burnaby city council last year in 
favour of a municipal pesticide bylaw.  The 
council's resolution was one of the first to 
call on the province to enact legislation 
governing the sale and use of cosmetic 
pesticides. 
 
At the UBCM convention both Kamloops 
mayor Terry Lake and Burnaby mayor  

DEREK CORRIGAN, as well as Burnaby 
councillor DAN JOHNSTONE , spoke force-
fully in favour of the pesticide resolution.  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“As these bylaws are being imp le-
mented in some mun icipal it ies, it  has  
been found that  community bans  
have lit t le ef fect  on overall pest ic ide 
sales. This is in sharp contrast  to the 
Province of  Quebec which has seen a 
f if ty percent drop in pest ic ide use 
since their leg islated ban  in  1994;  
 
 
“AND WHEREAS the Commun ity 
Charter does not  give communit ies  
the legislat ive authority to ban the  
sale of  pest ic ides, only to regulate 
their use:  
 
 
“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that  the Province of  Brit ish Columbia enact  
provincial leg islat ion that  wi ll ban the sale and u se of  cosmet ic pest ic ides 
province–wide.”  
 
 
The Comox resolution, number B82, states : 
 
“WHEREAS the appl icat ion of  pest ic ides contr ibutes to  the cumu lat ive 
chemical load absorbed by the natural env ironment;  
 
 
“AND WHEREAS pest ic ides cannot be necessarily conf i ned to a single lo-
cat ion,  but  move through  the environment in the air , land  and water and  
may  have an impact on non–target  organ isms and  plan ts;  
 
 
“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that  the provincial gover nment be urged to 
control pest ic ide use by mandat ing s ales and ret ail  disp lay restr ict ions  
across BC;  
 
 
“AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that  the provinc ial gov ernment be urged  
to amend the Spheres of  Concurrent  Jurisdict ions En v ironment al and Wi ld-
life Regulat ion to allow local governments to regul ate, prohib it  and impose 
requirements in relat ion to the use of  cosmet ic pes t ic ides on all priv ate 
lands .”   



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

BC HEALTH AND  

ENVIRONMENTAL POWERHOUSES  

CALL FOR COSMETIC PESTICIDE BAN  

AS ELECTION CAMPAIGN RAMPS UP  

 

 
 

VANCOUVER, April 20 /CNW/  ―  BC–based health and environmental 
groups, including the Canadian Cancer Society and the David Suzuki 
Foundation, are calling on all political parties to ban cosmetic pesticides as 
they campaign leading into MAY 12.  With Ontario's landmark ban on more 
than 250 lawn and garden pesticides set to go into effect this Wednesday, the 
call seems timely.   

 
 
CCCCOMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN OMMENTARY  FROM AN IIIINDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT NDEPENDENT PPPPERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ERSPECTIVE   ▬         TTTTHESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL HESE  ARE  ALL 

GROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSGROUPS  THAT  HAVE ABSOLUTELY  OLUTELY  OLUTELY  OLUTELY  NONONONO     RECORECORECORECOGGGGNIZED EXPENIZED EXPENIZED EXPENIZED EXPERRRRTISETISETISETISE ,,,,     TRAININGTRAININGTRAININGTRAINING ,,,,     OR OR OR OR 
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" We must ac t in BC.  W ith each month, new evidence  
comes forward c it ing the  harmfu l effec ts of  pest ic i des 
on human health, and on non–targe t spec ies,  "  says 
WARREN BELL MD, past founding president of the Canadian 
Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE).  " 
Economic arguments against phas ing out pes t ic ides a re 
pure myth :  landscaping bus inesses ac tually f lour i sh 
when cosmet ic pest ic ides are gone,"   [[[[     WWWWRONG RONG RONG RONG !!!!     ]]]]   states 

BELL.  
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This call is not something new; many lawn and garden pesticides have been 
banned since 2003 in Quebec.  Prince Edward Island has announced its 

intent to ban lawn and garden pesticides come 2010 and New Brunswick 
has garnered much public support for a ban on lawn and garden pesticides. 

 
A 2008 Ipsos Reid poll conducted for the Canadian Cancer 
Society, BC and Yukon Division shows that the majority of Brit-
ish Columbians support provincial legislation to restrict pesticide 
use.  KATHRYN SEELY, Public Issues Manager, states, " this  
healthy public po licy is  popular with Br it ish Colum bians.   
Approx imate ly three–quarters of all Br it ish Columbi ans  
believe that pest ic ides have a negat ive impac t on t he ir  
health, as we ll as the health o f the ir ch ildren and  pets,  
and similar numbers are concerned about the environ -
mental impacts of pest ic ides "   (C(C(C(CANADIAN ANADIAN ANADIAN ANADIAN CCCCANCER ANCER ANCER ANCER SSSSOCIETY OCIETY OCIETY OCIETY AAAAD-D-D-D-

VOCACY VOCACY VOCACY VOCACY PPPPUBLIC UBLIC UBLIC UBLIC OOOOPINION PINION PINION PINION RRRRESEARCH ESEARCH ESEARCH ESEARCH SSSSURVEYURVEYURVEYURVEY,,,,     2008)2008)2008)2008) . 
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PRODUCTS PRODUCTS PRODUCTS PRODUCTS !!!!    

 
 

Delegates to the 2008 Union of BC Municipalities voted in favour of bring-
ing in province–wide regulations to restrict the sales of cosmetic pesticides.    
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" Decis ion makers are aware that many of the cosmet ic pest ic ides  
availab le to consumers in Br it ish Columbia to ki l l but tercups and 
dande lions contain act ive ingredients that are c las s if ied as poss ib le  
human carc inogens, reproduct ive tox ins, endocr ine–d isrupt ing 
chemicals or neurotox ins, "  according to MAE BURROWS, executive director 
of Toxic Free Canada.  "  Br ing ing these  tox ic  chemicals in to the  envi-
ronment is unhealthy and unnecessary."    
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Eighteen BC cities and towns have already passed bylaws restricting cosmetic 
pesticide use, but municipalities lack the authority to regulate pesticide sales. 
 
" We are ask ing all provinc ial part ies to commit to  banning lawn and 
garden pest ic ides to promote healthy BC communit ies ,"  says LISA 

GUE, Environmental Health Policy Analyst for the David Suzuki Foundation. 
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The NDP and Green Party have included a province–wide ban on cosmetic 
pesticides in their party platforms. 
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The [  British Columbia  ] coalition of health and environmental groups  [  that 
includes Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment, Canadian 
Cancer Society, David Suzuki Foundation, and Toxic Free Canada  ]  has rec-
ommended provincial legislation that : 
 
 

    1.  Bans  the use and sale of pesticides used to improve the appearance of 
         lawns and gardens, including a requirement for golf courses  to phase 
         out pesticides. 
 
    2.  Allows exemptions only when necessary to protect public health and 
         safety. 
 
    3.  Allows municipalities to enact and enforce bylaws that are more 
         restrictive of pesticide use than the provincial law. 
 
    4.  Includes a 'white l is t'  of low–risk pesticides that are permitted on 
         lawns and gardens to promote public awareness. 

 
 

For further information: KRISTINE CARRICK, Canadian Cancer Society, Tel: 
(604) 675–7340; LISA GUE, David Suzuki Foundation, Tel: (613) 594–5428 

or (604) 732–4228; MAE BURROWS, Toxic Free Canada, (604) 916–9026 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

ENVIRO-TERROR FACTS 

ABOUT  PROHIBITION  ! 
 

 
 
√   FACT :  Because of the prohibition of pest control products in Halifax, 
REVENUES PLUMMETED BY FORTY PER CENT with most of the professional 
lawn care companies, and it has taken them five years to recover from the 
hardship and losses ! 
 
√   FACT :  Because of prohibition, the Green Spaces LOOK LIKE GARBAGE 
DUMPS !  Furthermore, municipal Green Spaces are in horrible condition, and 
are costing HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS more to maintain in 
EACH municipality ! 
 
√   FACT :  The cost of implementing and enforcing NEEDLESS, SENSELESS, 
and MALICIOUS prohibition of FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, 
and TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE pest control products are costing HUNDREDS 
OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS in EACH municipality ! 
 
√   FACT :  Prohibition has been DEVASTATING to the Green Space Industry in 
the provinces of Quebec and Ontario ! 
 
√   FACT :  As a sad consequence of the prohibition imposed in the province of 
Quebec by Environmental Terrorists, OVER SIXTY PER CENT of the Profes-
sional Lawn Care Industry has now been ANNIHILATED ! 
 
√   FACT :  As a predictable consequence of the prohibition imposed in Ontario 
by Environmental Terrorists, by early summer 2009, professional lawn care 
revenues have been OBLITERATED BY AT LEAST TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT ! 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

√   FACT :  Another consequence of the prohibition imposed in Ontario by Envi-
ronmental Terrorists, by autumn 2009, professional lawn care companies have 
LOST FORTY TO SEVENTY PER CENT OF THEIR CUSTOMERS since the 
senseless prohibition began in early 2009 !   
 
√   FACT :  Another consequence of the prohibition imposed in Ontario by Envi-

ronmental Terrorists, by late 2009, it has been estimated that over 5000 PEO-

PLE HAVE BEEN UNEMPLOYED (FULL TIME AND SUMMER STUDENTS). 
 
√   FACT :  Professional Lawn Care businesses, which at one time provided a 
good living and some equity for eventual sale for retirement, are NOW WORTH-
LESS !  Enviro-Terror has guaranteed that no one will want to reasonably buy 
these businesses ! 
 
√   FACT :  ALL THIS MISERY ACCOMPLISHES NOTHING.  Conventional pest 
control products are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE !  Overall, when they are used 
properly, there are no harmful irreversible effects to health and the environ-
ment ! 
 
√   ANALOGY :  It can be said that ladders are dangerous when not used re-
sponsibly.  The same can be true of pest control products. 
 

►  THERE ARE NOW FRIGHTENING PREDICTIONS REGARDING THE 

TOLL CAUSED BY ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM AND THE DE-
STRUCTIVE POLICIES LEADING TO THE PROHIBITION OF FEDER-
ALLY LEGAL, SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, AND TOTALLY IR-
REPLACEABLE PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS. 

 
The following figures are based upon indicators in markets that have prohib-
ited pest control products. 
 
WARNING :  In the Province of Ontario, the Professional Lawn Care Industry 
will suffer the following damages because of the prohibition of legal, safe and 
irreplaceable pest control products : 

 
►   $500 million in annual loss of revenue 
 
►   8,300 to 12,500 people unemployed 
 
►   780 business failures & bankruptcies  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

      
  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Force of Nature was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 
2009.  It is a series of e-newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the Envi-
ronmental Terror Movement, government officials, municipalities, and the media, nation-wide 
across Canada, and parts of the United States and overseas.  FORCE OF NATURE is pro-
duced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself that reports on the current events af-
fecting the future of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PER-
SPECTIVE, which is a running commentary, sometimes technical in nature.  Force of Nature 
is the WHOLE TRUTH from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE !  Force of Nature is TO-
TALLY INDEPENDENT of any trade association or business operating within the Green 
Space Industry. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  Norah G 
is actually an acronym for the stable of anonymous producers and writers that contribute to 
this e-newsletter and have now replaced Mr. Gathercole.  They consist of people from the fol-

lowing industries : Distribution, Fertilizer, Golf, Lawn Care, Manufacturing, Municipal, Nursery, Orchard.  Many of these people are leaders in 
their own industries.  The opinions expressed in Force of Nature, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those of 
everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Force of Nature may sometimes be very irrev-
erent and fearless with these e-newsletters.  DON’T THANK US.  IT’S A PUBLIC SERVICE.  AND WE ARE GLAD TO DO IT.  Mr. Gather-
cole is now retired from Force of Nature, although his name continues to appear as the founder. 
 
William H. Gathercole is a FOUNDER of the Modern Professional Lawn Care Industry in BOTH Ontario and Quebec.  He holds a degree in 
Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY.  He has worked 
in virtually all aspects of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, including GOLF and PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE, and has served in public af-
fairs, workplace safety, and environmental compliance.  Mr. Gathercole has supervised-consulted-programmed-overseen the execution of HUN-
DREDS OF THOUSANDS of pest control applications in the urban landscape.  He has trained, instructed, and consulted with, THOUSANDS of 
turf managers and technicians.  Mr. Gathercole has also been an agricultural agronomist.  For many years, Mr. Gathercole was a contributing col-
umnist for TURF & Recreation Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority.   
 
Mr. Gathercole has followed the evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM for over a quarter-century.  His involvement in environmental 
issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive municipal regulations 
restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson, Quebec. )  For FIFTEEN YEARS, the strategies designed and imple-
mented by Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues guaranteed the control of Enviro-Terror for the Entire Green Space Industry across Canada.  Al-
though he can be accused of being ANTI-ENVIRONMENT-MOVEMENT, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE 
INDUSTRY, from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE.  However, this position has not precluded him from criticizing the Green Space Industry 
itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environmental issues is UNDENIABLE.  ( Hopefully ! )   
 
All document excerpts and pictures contained  in FORCE OF NATURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that they are in the 
public domain, serving one of the following purposes :  archive, education, promotion, publicity, or press release. 
 
We believe that ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM can be STOPPED !  Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for 
the education and entertainment of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are not always 
fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental.  The mission of Force of Nature is as a National Organization 
Responding Against Huje that harm the Green Space Industry with statements and activities seeking to prohibit FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIEN-
TIFICALLY SAFE, and TOTALLY IRREPLACEABLE conventional pest control products.  Culprits are identified on the basis of their state-
ments, activities, affiliations, and whereabouts.  Even though each culprit is a mis-guided adversary, each still deserves our respect.  The terms 
culprit or terrorist are not an accusation of any legal wrong-doing.  Force of Nature is simply holding culprits accountable for conspiring to 
change public policies that TERRORIZE and THREATEN the Green Space Industry.  Force of Nature believes that the prohibitionist policies of 
the Environmental Terror Movement will lead to LOSS OF REVENUES, BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, UNEMPLOYMENT, lead-
ing to DESPAIR and DESTITUTION for THOUSANDS of people throughout the Green Space Industry.  The actions of culprits in the move-
ment are viewed as a form of TERROR against the Green Space Industry. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibition  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian 
Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  Canadian Environmental Law Association  ●  Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  DDT and 
Politicized Science  ●  Enviro-Money  ●  Environmental Terrorists Unmasked  ●  Death and the Environmental Movement  ●  Environmental Terrorists 
Unmasked  ●  June Irwin, The Clown of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  LandsCAPE Trades Capitulate  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  
Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  Quebec 
Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  The 9/11 
Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of Integrated Pest Management  ●  The Looming Golf Industry Shipwreck  ●  The Industry Strikes Back  
●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  The National Annihilation of the Modern Green Space Industry  ●  The Wisdom of Drysdale  ●  The Wisdom of 
Holland  ●  The Wisdom of Lowes  ●  The Wisdom of Mains  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A 
COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE OF FORCE OF NATURE TODAY.  READ ALL ABOUT ENVIRO-MANIACS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL 
TERROR ORGANIZATIONS IN FORCE OF NATURE !  THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 


