
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

After the Infection Begins 

 

After the beginning of the infection, on plants subject to MINOR damage, this 

disease may form SMALL CIRCULAR SPOTS, 0.8 to 1.6–inches ( 2 to 4 cen-
timetres ) in diameter.   

 

These spots are brownish–red, and there is no green centre.   
 

Damaged plants are not killed.   

 

When numerous enough, these spots can overlap and merge to form irregu-
lar patches, up to a maximum of 4–inches, or 10 centimetres, in width. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

With the presence of morning dew, a PINK RING OF MYCELIUM can be seen 
around the damaged area.   
 

When this mycelium is actively–growing, the use a mower on humid and in-
fected leaves may « smear » the disease throughout the turf.   

 
This will lead to « streaks » of discoloured grass. 

 

The disease is easily transported physically by the use of a mower, in a simi-

lar but less dramatic fashion than PYTHIUM BLIGHT or DOLLAR SPOT. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Serious Infection 

 

In the case of a serious infection, plants are subject to MAJOR DAMAGE and 
DEATH.  
 
At this stage, this disease develops the symptoms of « Copper Spot », which 

take the form of LARGER CIRCULAR SPOTS, from 0.8 to 2.8–inches, or 2 to 
7 centimetres, in diameter.   

 

The injured plants have a COPPER COLOUR, as well as a GREASY TEXTURE 
when touched.   

 
These spots are entirely SUNKEN like craters.   
 

Turf is killed because the disease effectively reaches the crown and root tis-

sues.   
 
The « Copper Spot » phase is extremely rapid, and it develops within one or 

two days.   

 
Once the turf is killed, the spots go from tan or brown. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

A LOOK AT is a Report presented by National Organization Responding Against Huje that 

seek to harm or misinform the Green Space Industry (NORAHG).  It is a series of Reports 

destined for the Green Space Industry, nationwide across Canada, the United States, and 
overseas.  This Report has been developed for the education and entertainment of the 

reader by providing TECHNICAL INFORMATION WITH COMMENTARY.   

 
A LOOK AT is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT of any trade association or business operating with-

in the Green Space Industry.  Don’t thank us.  It’s a public service.  And we are glad to do 

it.   
 

All information, excerpts, and pictures contained in this Report were found somewhere on 

the Internet, and may be considered in the public domain, serving one of the following 
purposes  ―  archive, education, promotion, publicity, or press release.   

 
The information presented in this Report is for preliminary planning only.  Before making a 

final decision, the turf manager is expected to obtain trusted expert advice from extension 

specialists, local distributors and/or agronomists.  All decisions must take into account the 
prevailing growing conditions, the time of year, and the established management practic-

es.   

 
All products mentioned in this Report should be used in accordance with the manufactur-

er’s directions, and according to provincial, state, or federal law.  For the official ad-

vantages, benefits, features, precautions, and restrictions concerning any product, the turf 
manager must rely only on the information furnished by the manufacturer.  The mention 

of trade names does not constitute a guarantee or a warranty. 
 

A LOOK AT, and its various incarnations, is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his 

entourage.  Mr. Gathercole is a principal founder of the Modern Professional Lawn Care In-
dustry in both Ontario and Quebec.  He holds a degree in Horticulture from the University 

of Guelph, and another pure and applied science degree from McGill University.  He has 

worked in virtually all aspects of the Green Space Industry, including golf, professional 
lawn care, and distribution.  Mr. Gathercole has supervised, consulted, programmed, 

and/or overseen the successful execution of hundreds of thousands of management op-

erations in the urban landscape.  He has trained, instructed, and advised thousands of turf 
managers and technicians.  Mr. Gathercole has also been an agricultural agronomist.  Mr. 

Gathercole is personal-
ly credited for crafting 

the Exception Status 

that has allowed the 
Golf Industry to avoid 

being subjected to the 

prohibition policies of 
pest control products.  

He is also the creator 

of the signs that are 
now used for posting 

after application.  Mr. 
Gathercole is now re-

tired, although his 

name continues to ap-
pear as the founder of 

A LOOK AT.   


