Summer–injury, or summer–kill, of turfgrasses will be reduced if the turf manager considers all management practices that will maximize turf resistance to
heat and drought.
In order to help turfgrasses survive summer stress conditions, an effective
maintenance program is necessary; but, it is especially important to AVOID
those decisions that will lead to maintenance errors during those periods when
turf health is in jeopardy.
Helping turf survive summer stress is achieved by AVOIDING those practices that
are destructive to turf. Many summer–kill incidents involve some form of catalyst that has been erroneously unleashed by the turf manager. Unlike the prevailing weather conditions, human errors can be controlled before they become
catalysts. These catalysts, or practices, are summarized in the following list ―
The Ten Cri ti cal Practi ces to be Avoi ded
Duri ng the Summer Stress Peri ods of Turfgrasses

1. Mis–judging or ignoring sensitive turf situations.
2. Performing untimely mechanical interventions.
3. Providing excessive amounts of water.
4. Setting mowers for cutting heights that are too short.
5. Choosing improper fungicide programs on the golf course.
6. Mis–understanding the safe use of liquid fertilizers.
7. Using broad–leaved weed controls in liquid form.
8. Mis–diagnosing insect damage for drought stress.
9. Implementing an inadequate nitrogen fertilization program.
10. Establishing turf species that are unadapted to the prevailing conditions.
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