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THE ORGANO-MANIAC
LAWN CARE INDUSTRY MUST
IMMEDIATELY ADDRESS
THE ISSUES CONTAINED IN
THE HEALTH CANADA REPORT
JUNE 27th, 2007

Sclerotinia minor is the active ingredient in a product with
the brand name of « Sarritor ». This product is registered
as a pest control product, Registration No. 28545 Pest
Control Products Act. It was developed under the bio-
herbicide research of Alan Watson of the Department of
Plant Science at McGill University, Sainte—Anne—de—Bel-
levue Campus, in Quebec. Canadian Turfgrass Re-
search Foundation ( C.T.R.F. ') supported the research
with its funds in order to address the issue of so-called al-
ternatives to conventional pest control products.

The market longevity of Sclerotinia minor is at stake in
light of issues being raised with another bio-pesticide, Ba-
cillus thuringiensis, once the darling alternative of the En-
viro-Maniac-Activists, which is now deemed unacceptable
from a safety stand-point. Addressing the issues con-
tained in the following report will help reduce the inevita-
ble clamouring of complaints on the part of activists.
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further information, please contact:
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This document is published by the Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory Agency. For
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Information Service:
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%  Health Considerations

Sclerotinia minor strain IMI 344141 caused significant health effects in laboratory
animals when a large dose was applied to the respiratory tract. As a result, the
precautionary wording “DO NOT breathe dust™ is required on the product labels.
Furthermore, commercial as well as domestic applicators are required to wear respiratory
protection suitable for preventing inhalation of biological products.

Occupational risks are not of concern when Sarritor Granular Biological Herbicide
(Commercial) and Sarritor Domestic Granular Biological Herbicide are used
according to the label directions, which include protective measures.

Commercial and domestic applicators handling or applying Sarritor Granular Biological
Herbicide (Commercial) or Sarritor Domestic Granular Biological Herbicide can come
into direct contact with Sclerotinia minor strain IMI 344141 on the skin, in the eyes or by
inhalation. Although Sarritor Granular Biological Herbicide (Commercial) and Sarritor
Domestic Granular Biological Herbicide are not irritating to the skin or eyes, they
contain substances that have the potential to cause hypersensitive reactions following
repeated exposure. For this reason, the label requires that a long-sleeved shirt, long pants,
shoes, socks and waterproof gloves be worn during handling and application of Sarritor
Granular Biological Herbicide (Commercial) or Sarritor Domestic Granular Biological
Herbicide. As the inhalation of dust from Sarritor Granular Biological Herbicide
(Commercial) or Sarritor Domestic Granular Biological Herbicide has the potential to
cause adverse effects in the lungs, respiratory protection is required during handling and
application of these products to turf.

Although no adverse effects were reported in workers using Sclerotinia minor strain IMI
344141, Sarritor Granular Biological Herbicide (Commercial) or Sarritor Domestic
Granular Biological Herbicide during product development, like all microbes, Sclerotinia
minor strain IMI 344141 contains substances that can cause hypersensitivity. As a result,
commercial and domestic applicators are required to wear a long-sleeved shirt, long
pants, shoes, socks and waterproof gloves during application to prevent repeated skin
exposure. The label statement “POTENTIAL SENSITIZER” and the precautionary
wording “May cause sensitization” are required on the product labels.
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Measures to Minimize Risk

Labels of registered pesticide products include specific instructions for use. Directions include
risk-reduction measures to protect human and environmental health. These directions must be
followed by law.

Key Risk-Reduction Measures for Sarritor Granular Biological Herbicide (Commercial)
and Sarritor Domestic Granular Biological Herbicide

. Human Health

To minimize the potential for the development of hypersensitivity to Sclerotinia minor strain
IMI 344141 in commercial and domestic applicators, users are required to wear a long-sleeved
shirt, long pants, shoes, socks and waterproof gloves to minimize skin exposure to Sclerotinia
minor strain IMI 344141.

Laboratory studies indicate the inhalation of large quantities of Sclerotinia minor strain IMI
344141 has the potential to cause inflammation of the lungs. As a result, users are required to
wear a dust/mist filtering respirator (MSH/NIOSH approval number prefix TC-21C) or a
NIOSH-approved respirator with any —95, R-95, P-95 or HE filter for biological products when
handling, mixing/loading or applying the product and during all clean-up/repair activities.

To ensure that domestic users have ready access to the appropriate protective equipment, the

applicant is required to provide a suitable respirator with each package of Sarritor Domestic
Granular Biological Herbicide.
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