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The settlement of a NAFTA dispute that challenged Quebec's pesticide ban has both a U.S.-based chemical giant and environmentalists claiming 
victory in the case.

Environment advocacy groups say the settlement reinforces the right of municipalities and provinces to ban pesticides — while DowAgroSciences 
says Quebec has now acknowledged that a popular weed killer can be used properly without health risks.

DowAgroSciences launched its $2-million challenge in 2008, alleging Quebec's pesticide bylaw violated Chapter 11 of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement, because it outlawed the company's herbicide ingredient 2,4-D. 

NAFTA's Chapter 11 allows investors of one member country to sue other NAFTA countries for actions or measures deemed to hurt their trade 
interests. 

Dow based its claim in part on a 2008 Health Canada ruling that said 2,4-D can be used safely when label directions are followed.

WHAT IS 2,4-D

• 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) is a herbicide-pesticide used in agriculture to control certain weeds. It is also used for cosmetic 
purposes, such as keeping lawns free of weeds.

• Read Health Canada's evaluation of 2,4-D

In a settlement reached May 25, Dow received no financial compensation from its NAFTA claim.

The settlement includes a statement from the Quebec government, in which it agrees with Health Canada that 2,4-D is safe when used according to 
the product label directions.

The herbicide is still included on Quebec's list of 20 chemical compounds banned for lawn use. 

Federal International Trade Minister Ed Fast said the agreement "confirms the right of governments" to regulate the use of pesticides.

"This right will not be compromised by Canada's participation in NAFTA or any other trade agreement," he said Monday.

Settlement sends notice to Canadian jurisdictions, say groups

That conclusion was echoed by prominent environment advocacy groups, including Quebec's Équiterre.

"This is a very strong message to all jurisdictions that the precautionary arguments for the defence of Quebec's lawn pesticide ban are strong and can 
be used for other substances," said Équiterre executive director Sidney Ribeaux.

Dow said it was pleased the settlement includes Quebec's agreement with Health Canada's risk assessment of 2,4-D.

"What was most important to Dow AgroSciences is that they [Quebec] clarify their perspective on 2, 4-D," Brenda Harris, Dow's regulatory and 
government affairs manager, said by telephone from the company's Canadian head office in Calgary.

"We always believed that there was no basis for their decision, their decision had nothing to do with science," Harris said.

Quebec is entitled to regulate, but "that ban is not based on science, it's on something else," Harris said.

Lisa Gue, an environmental health policy analyst with the David Suzuki Foundation in Ottawa, pointed out that while Quebec has supported the 
Health Canada advisory, "Quebec is not saying that 2, 4-D is safe."

Gue said environmentalists suspected Dow brought the suit to dissuade other provinces from following Quebec's lead and banning the cosmetic use 
of pesticides like 2, 4-D. 

"That wasn't successful."

Gue said environmentalists are pleased that Quebec will continue to ban the product and that the settlement acknowledges the rights of provinces to 
regulate pesticides as Quebec has done.

"We see that as an important signal also to other provinces."

Quebec leads way for pesticide restriction

Quebec began banning pesticides in 2003 and prohibits the use and sale of 20 ingredients in lawn pesticides. It also restricts pesticide use outside 
daycares and schools.

Several jurisdictions including Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island have banned 2,4-Ds in certain capacities.

Alberta has banned it in pesticide-herbicide mixes.
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alainmci

2011/05/31
at 12:08 PM ET

drink a glass of it, you will find out how safe it is

AlexMuir

2011/05/31
at 11:27 AM ET

Perfect Grass Madness!

Why the need to have perfect grass I'll never understand.

KenDavies

2011/05/31
at 10:06 AM ET

Nothing has happened to the people with health problems growing up in the food 
chane areas and had to breath in DDT through the 1940's to the 1960's.

Neil Gregory

2011/05/31
at 9:42 AM ET

Once again we see how corporations are willing to put profits before people and the 
environment. 

Mr. Lo Key

2011/05/31
at 9:13 AM ET

Enjoy my yellow and grey lawn neighbours!

And remember, I am ALL natural and eco-friendly. 

And please, weeds are 'people' too, with right. Don't even expect me to contemplate 
pulling them by hand.

Good thing I have a second home (plenty of trees and water) where I don't have to 
look at the devastation our suburban lawns have become!
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Windstorm wreaks damage in Quebec 19

Thousands of Quebec households were still without power nearly 24 hours after gale-force winds whipped the province's south and west 
regions. more »

Cpt. Kirk is now Dr. Shatner with McGill degree 39

The former captain of the starship Enterprise has told university graduates in his hometown that they should boldly go forward to seek out 
their future. more »

Jet with damaged engine diverted in lightning storm 154

An Air Canada flight was diverted to Montreal early Thursday after leaving Halifax in the midst of a lightning storm, during which a 
passenger reported flames coming from an engine. more »

Winds whip Quebec flood zone 6

Strong winds from the south are causing Quebec's Richelieu River to swell again, pushing yet more water into the flood zone where 
communities have been paralyzed for weeks. more »

Quebec to appeal release of 31 accused bikers
Quebec's director of penal and criminal prosecutions says there will be an appeal of the decision to stay proceedings against 31 members and 
associates of the Hells Angels motorcycle gang arrested on drug charges. more »
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Postal workers begin strike action 33

Canadian postal workers began strike action midnight in Winnipeg, saying new proposals by Canada Post were not substantial enough to 
reach an agreement and ward off job action. more »

Hackers stole secret Canadian government data 219

Hackers who attacked two of Canada's federal departments stole classified information before being discovered last January, CBC News has 
learned. more »

MPs elect youngest Speaker 430

After six rounds of voting, Conservative MP Andrew Scheer was elected Speaker of the House of Commons on Thursday evening. more »
Canadian comes in 2nd in spelling bee finals 24

Canada's Laura Newcombe came tantalizingly close to winning the Scripps National Spelling Bee on Thursday, finishing second in the 
pressure-packed event in a field of hundreds of competitors. more »

Throne speech to lay out Conservative plan 0

Prime Minister Stephen Harper will present his government's agenda Friday, in a ceremony-filled speech delivered by the Governor General. 
more »
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