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FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It is a 
series of e–newsletters destined for the GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy, the eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  mmoovveemmeenntt, politi-
cians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  
FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree is produced in two parts.  First.  The MMeeddiiaa  RReeppoorrtt  itself that  reports on the current 
events affecting the future of the GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy..  Second.  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee.., which is 
a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 
 
FF oorr cc ee  ooff   NN aa tt uu rr ee is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions ex-
pressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an independent perspective, may not reflect those 
of everyone in the GG rr eeeenn  SS pp aa cc ee  II nn dduu ss tt rr yy, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. 
Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  GGuueellpphh, and another pure 
and applied science degree from MMccGGiillll  UUnniivveerrssiittyy.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the GGrreeeenn  
SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. Gathercole has 
been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the evolution of eennvvii--
rroonnmmeennttaall    tteerrrroorriissmm for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental issues reached a fe-
vered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive 
municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although 
he can be accused of being aannttii––eennvviirroonnmmeenntt––mmoovveemmeenntt, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate for the 
GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy.  However, this position has not precluded him from criticizing the industry itself.  
Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environmental issues is uu nn dd eenn iiaa bb ll ee.  ( 
Hopefully ! ) 
 
For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing columnist for TTUURRFF  &&  RReeccrreeaattiioonn 
Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 
 
All pictures contained in FF oorr cc ee  oo ff   NN aa tt uu rr ee were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that 
they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, publicity 
photos, or press media stock. 
 
Information presented in FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree has been developed for the education and entertain-
ment of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this doc-
ument are not always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be 
coincidental. 
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itizens in every corner of the country 
are outraged that a U.S.−based trans-
national firm [ Dow ] would attack 

Quebec’s environmental laws.  >>  
 
 
 
 
 

APE will be delivering to Parliament 
the first 10,000 petitions collected as 
part of its “Petition of Pesticides” 

campaign.  The initiative calls for a ban on toxic 
lawn chemicals right across the country.  >>  
 
  

<<  C 

<<   C 
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GGrroouuppss  pprraaiissee  OOnnttaarriioo  
ffoorr  rreemmaaiinniinngg  ffiirrmm    ──   
DDooccttoorrss,,   CCiittiizzeennss  BBllaasstt   
NNAAFFTTAA  oovveerr  PPeessttiicciiddee  BBaann  

 
 
 
NNoovveemmbbeerr  66 tt hh ,,   22000088  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OTTAWA, NNoovv ..   66 / CNW Telbec / −− The Council of Canadians and the Ca-
nadian Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) today condemned NAFTA for 
letting chemical giant Dow sue Canada over a Quebec pesticide ban. 
 

 
“ Citizens in every corner of the country are out-
raged that a U.S.−based transnational firm would 
attack Quebec’s environmental laws, ” says Council 
of Canadians board member and trade expert, Steven 
Shrybman. 
 
 
CAPE Executive Director, Gideon Forman, 

says pesticide bans such as Quebec’s reduce the use of lawn 
chemicals significantly and protect people from serious illness.  
“ Exposure to somer of these poisons puts a person at 
risk for cancer and neurological disease, ” says Forman.  
“ But Quebec’s ban helped cut pesticide use by 50%  −−   
a far greater reduction than anywhere else in Canada. ” 
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The Council of Canadians is calling 
on Ottawa to renegotiate NAFTA with 
the Obama Administration so the deal 
forbids companies from suing gov-

ernments.  “The current NAFTA formulation is wholly  unacceptable,”  
says Shrybman.  “It puts corporate profit ahead of human and envi-
ronmental health.”  
 
 
Forman praised the Ontario Government  −−  which is putting finishing touch-
es on pesticide restrictions of its own  −−  for not backing down.  “There’s 
huge pressure on Premier McGuinty to drop this prohibition on lawn 
pesticides.  But to his credit, he’s going ahead with a ban.” 
 
 
On Monday, CAPE will be delivering to Parliament the first 10,000 peti-
tions collected as part of its “Petition of Pesticides” campaign.  The initi-
ative calls for a ban on toxic lawn chemicals right across the country.” 
 
 
For further information : 
 
 
Dylan Penner, Media Officer,  The Council of Canadians, (613) 795−8685; 
 
 
Gideon Forman, Executive Director, CAPE, (416) 306−2273 
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CCaannaaddiiaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  PPhhyyssiicciiaannss  
ffoorr  tthhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  ((CC..AA..PP..EE..)) ..   

 
 
C.A.P.E. has mandated itself to educating health care pro-

fessionals and the public in matters of ««   PP OO LL IITT IICC IIZZ EE DD   SS CC IIEE NN CC EE   »» 
and environmental public policy.  Children’s environmental health 
is reportedly its priority issue. 

 
C.A.P.E. is potentially a mmuull tt ii−−mmii ll ll iioonn   ddooll llaarr   mmoonneeyy−−mmaakkiinngg  mmaa--

cchhiinnee. 
 
C.A.P.E. currently has nearly 3000 members.  The cost of a C.A.P.E. 

membership is one hundred dollars per year.  Its operating budget appears to 
be less than 1,000,000 dollars per year with about a dozen employees. 

 
Coincidentally, C.A.P.E. has been provided with large sums of money by 

private and public funding organizations during the period of time covering the 
public debates on the Toronto prohibition and the Ontario prohibition 
(22000011−−22000088).  It is clear that the funds helped pay for infra−structures that 
were used to influence public policy concerning the Ontario ««   CCOO SS MM EE TT IICC   PPEE SS --
TT IICC IIDD EE SS   BBAA NN   AACC TT   »». 

 
C.A.P.E. has been massively funded by  ««   GGOO VV EE RR NN MM EE NN TT   OO FF   OONN TT AA RR IIOO   »»   

▬  55,000 dollars for the period 22000022−−22000033.  200,000 dollars over a 
three−year period (beginning in 22000066−−22000077) to strengthen C.A.P.E. operations 
across Ontario, and to increase its membership and long−term sustainability.  
In other words, the ««   GGOO VV EERR NN MM EENN TT   OO FF   OONN TT AA RR IIOO   »» has been discretely supply-
ing C.A.P.E. with the ammunition that it needed to conspire to prohibit pest 
control products. 
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CC..AA..PP..EE..  oobbjjeeccttiivveess..  
 
Many environmental groups, like C.A.P.E., have been created for conceal-

ing the views of supposedly moderate professionals, such as physicians and 
health care workers in Ontario, in an attempt to mask their extremist views.  
This is evident since one of the co−founders of C.A.P.E. later became the first 
leader of ««   GGRR EE EE NN   PPAA RR TT YY   OO FF   CCAA NNAA DD AA   »». 

 
C.A.P.E. has aspirations of becoming a ««   NN AA TT IIOO NN AA LL   »» organization.  The 

issues surrounding pest control products have provided C.A.P.E. with an uunn--
bbeell iieevvaabbll ee opportunity establish itself outside of Ontario, to recruit nneeww 
members, and to attract mmoorree  mmoonneeyy and mmoorree   ppoowweerr.  The leaders of 
C.A.P.E. want to expand their lucrative operation, ostensibly regardless of the 
cost to those industries that they conspire against.  This may be deemed as the 
ultimate form of ggrreeeedd or ddeepprraavveedd  iinndd ii ff ffeerreennccee. 

 
 
The principal interests and agendas of the C.A.P.E. can be summarized 

in the ttwwoo following categories.  ▬ 
 

  OOnnee.  The aaccqquuiiss ii tt iioonn  aanndd  rree tteenntt iioonn of massive amounts of money 
from government grants, the private sector, and individual memberships.  
When given some power and money, many at C.A.P.E. have felt compelled to 
impose their personal life style choices on society.  They may do so by  
mis−representing the existing facts, and hence gleefully avoiding ««   SS OOUU NN DD   SS CC II --
EE NN CC EE   »» in order to promote their cause. 

 

  TTwwoo.  The aaccqquuiiss ii tt iioonn  aanndd  rreetteenntt iioonn of ffaammee,,   ccee lleebbrr ii ttyy,  aanndd   
ppoowweerr by many at C.A.P.E. who are narrow−minded and little people who are 
laymen, and do not even have high education, or possess a degree of any kind.  
These layman feel compelled to make public appearances in llaabboorraattoorryy   
ccooaattss.  Some present themselves as medical doctors, or as experts in the ««   
GGRR EE EE NN   SSPPAA CC EE   IINNDD UU SS TT RRYY   »».  Let’s just say that some of them ««   HH AA VVEE   IISS SS UU EE SS   »». 

 
There can be no doubt that C.A.P.E. has become a highly pprroo ff ii ttaabbllee   

bbuussiinneessss managed by very highly ambitious people.  It is potentially becoming 
a mmuull tt ii−−mmii ll ll iioonn  ddoo ll llaarr   mmoonneeyy−−mmaakkiinngg  mmaacchhiinnee.  In addition, C.A.P.E. 
ddooeess  nnoott   ppaayy  ttaaxxeess because of its cchhaarr ii ttaabbll ee or nnoonn−−pprrooff ii tt   ssttaattuuss.  
Moreover, many individual donations may be accepted iinn  ccaasshh that may po-
tentially become undisclosed revenue.  C.A.P.E. is a business−person’s 
dream−come−true. 
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he research on [ 2,4−D ] was done by 
the industry, and the data can be ma-
nipulated.  >>  

 
 
 
 
Edith Smeesters 
 
MMaarrcchh  44 tt hh ,,   22000099  
 
DDOO   WW EE   HH EE AARR   TT HH EE   TT EE RR MM   
««   CC OO NN SS PP IIRR AACC YY  TT HH EE OO RR YY  »»   
OO RR   ««   PP AARR AANN OO II AA  »»   ??  
  

<<  T 
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CCiittyy  aaddddss  ssuuppppoorrtt  
ttoo  ppeessttiicciiddee  ffooeess  

 
MMaarrcchh  44 tt hh ,,   22000099  
 
Anne Sutherland 
 

 
 
Council motion backs group in fight against chemical firm's NAFTA challenge. 
 
The city of Montreal has added its support to a group urging the federal gov-
ernment to resist a NAFTA challenge that aims to override provincial pesticide 
laws. 
 
Équiterre, an environmental group, and 40 community 
organizations are up against Dow AgroSciences, a unit 
of the U.S. giant Dow Chemical.  Dow AgroSciences 
makes a weed−killer called 2,4−D, which is banned in 
Quebec. 

 
Since 22000033, the province has had one of the toughest laws in 
North America limiting pesticide use.  Also, the city of Montreal 
passed a bylaw in 22000044 that bans the use of cosmetic pesticides. 
 

In AAuugguusstt, Dow AgroSciences filed a notice of 
intent against the Canadian government, con-
tending the ban on 2,4−D violates the North 
American Free Trade Agreement.  The notice 
is a first step before filing a formal claim to arbi-
tration.  The company estimates damages to be 
at least $2 million. 
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" Our notice of intent is meant to ensure important public policy de-
cisions are based on scientific evidence, a clear set of principles and 
managed in a transparent framework, " said Brenda Harris, Dow Agro-
Sciences regulatory and government affairs manager for Canada. 
 
Dow asserts the ban prohibits a product that has not been proven unsafe. 
 
Équiterre spokesperson Edith Smeeters disagrees.  
 
"The research on (2,4−D) was done by the industry, and the data can be 
manipulated," said Smeeters, a biologist. 

 
" Our research shows 2,4−D is a risk to the im-
mune system, the reproductive system and the 
endocrine system. "  
 
" Children sit on the lawn, they eat the grass.  
This pesticide is dangerous to their health. "  
 

Montreal city council adopted a resolution FFeebb..   2233 in support of Équiterre. 
 
If the federal government does not fight Dow on this matter, the 
results could have ramifications across the country, said Alan 
DeSousa, the Montreal executive committee member in charge of 
sustainable development. 
 
When the town of Hudson proposed a bylaw banning pesticides 
in 11999911, the case went to the Supreme Court of Canada.  In 22000011, the top 
court upheld the power of municipalities to restrict pesticide use in their com-
munities. 
 
" No one dies from walking on a lawn, but the effects 30 years down 
the line are what we are concerned about, " Smeesters said.  " Health 
concerns must trump business. "  
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ÉÉqquuiitteerrrree,,   
SSuuzzuukkii’’ss  aammbbaassssaaddoorr  iinn  QQuueebbeecc..   

 

 
 
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» is a non−profit and charitable group established in the  

««   PPRR OO VV IINN CC EE   OO FF   QQUU EE BBEE CC   »» in 11999922−−11999933 whose mission is to advocate indi-
vidual and collective choices in the domain of ««   PP OO LL IITT IICC II ZZ EE DD   SS CC IIEE NN CC EE   »». 

 
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» is vveerryy  cc lloosseellyy associated with  

««   DDAA VV IIDD   SSUU ZZ UU KK II   FF OO UU NN DD AA TT IIOO NN   »».  It acts an ambassabor 
and public policy sshhiiee lldd organization for  
««   DDAA VV IIDD   SSUU ZZ UU KK II   FF OO UU NN DD AA TT IIOO NN   »» in Quebec. 

 
On SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1100 tt hh ,,   22000088, ««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» issued a press release with 

the following statements ... 
 

<<  Fin de la vente de pesticides. 
Équiterre se réjouit de la décision de Rona, 
Canadian Tire, Home Depot et Loblaws.  >> 

 
The end of pesticide sales.  ««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» rejoiced at the decision of ma-

jor consumer stores that ceased selling all types of pest control products.  This 
was a project dear to the heart of David Suzuki.  By the way, the national 
headquarters for Rona is in Quebec, and undoubtedly was pressured by both  
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »»   and Suzuki. 

 
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» is an affiliated member with the ultra−militant ««   PPEE SS TT II --

CC IIDD EE   AACC TT IIOO NN   NNEE TT WW OO RR KK   NNOO RR TT HH   AAMM EE RR IICC AA   »» (P.A.N.N.A.), along with ««   CCAA NN AA DD IIAA NN   
AASS SS OO CC IIAA TT IIOO NN   OO FF   PPHH YY SS IICC IIAA NN SS   FF OO RR   TT HH EE   EENN VV IIRR OO NN MM EE NN TT   »» (C.A.P.E.) and ««   CCAA NN AA --
DD IIAA NN   EENN VV IIRR OO NN MM EE NN TT AA LL   LL AA WW   AASS SS OO CC IIAA TT IIOO NN   »» (C.E.L.A.). 

 
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» operates a public affairs sshhiiee lldd organization called  

««   CCAA NN AA DD IIAA NN   AALL TT EE RR NN AA TT IIVV EE SS   TT OO   PPEE SS TT IICC IIDD EE SS   »» (C.A.P.).  
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ÉÉqquuiitteerrrree  ffuunnddiinngg..  
 
 
Like Suzuki,  ««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »» is hheeaavvii llyy   ffuunnddeedd by ««   MM CCCCOO NN NN EE LL LL   IINN II TT IIAA --

TT IIVV EE SS   »». 
 
««   TT HH EE  JJ ..   WW..   MM CCCCOO NN NN EE LL LL  FF AA MM IILL YY   FF OO UUNNDD AA TT IIOO NN   »» is known for its work 

under the name ««   MM CCCCOO NN NN EE LL LL   IINN IITT IIAA TT IIVV EE SS   »». 
 
 

 
 
 

In the period 22000022−−22000066, through a structured capacity−building pro-
gram, ««   TT HHEE   JJ ..   WW..   MM CCCCOO NN NNEE LL LL   FF AA MM IILL YY   FF OO UU NN DDAA TT IIOO NN   »» assisted, to the tune of 
1.47 million dollars, five environmental organizations, which included  
««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »», to improve their professionalism, diversify funding, enhance 
communications and develop effective programs to engage Canadians.  One of 
the goals of the program was to contribute to the environmental sector’s ability 
to ««   HH EE LLPP   »» Canadians understand and address environmental challenges.   
««   SS IIEE RR RR AA   CCLL UU BB   OO FF   CCAA NN AA DD AA   »» and ««   CCAA NNAA DD IIAA NN   IINN SS TT IITT UU TT EE   FF OO RR   EENN VV IIRR OO NN MM EE NN TT AA LL   
LL AA WW   AANN DD   PPOO LL IICC YY   »» (C.E.L.A.) participated as observers, but were likely remu-
nerated for their time. 

 
In the period 22000033−−22000066, through a structured capacity−building pro-

gram, ««   TT HH EE   JJ ..   WW..   MM CCCCOO NN NNEE LL LL   FF AA MM IILL YY   FF OO UU NN DDAA TT IIOO NN   »» supported regional and 
national activities aimed at promoting individual action and community−level 
engagement, by linking ««   PP OO LL IITT IICC IIZZ EE DD   SS CC IIEE NN CC EE   »» to citizen action, engaging 
employers and employees, through active transportation and through activities 
designed to change behaviour linked to climate change.  One of the goals was 
to augment the range of activities and accelerate the rate at which Canadians ««   
AA DD OO PP TT   »» sustainable choices.  The total amount of the initiative was 930,000 
dollars.  There were eight grant beneficiaries, two of whom we know already.  
▬  ««   DDAA VV IIDD   SSUU ZZ UU KK II   FF OO UU NN DD AA TT IIOO NN   »» with its ««   NNAA TT UU RR EE   CCHH AA LL LL EE NN GG EE   »», an ongoing 
campaign to inform and engage citizens in making a personal commitment to 
changes in ten areas of their lives.  ««   ÉÉQQ UU IITT EE RR RR EE   »»  with is ««   LL EE   DDÉÉ FF II   
ÉÉQQ UU II TT EE RR RR EE   »», inspired by ««   NNAA TT UU RR EE  CCHH AA LL LL EE NN GG EE   »», which adapted and 
launched a web−based challenge to the citizens of Quebec in 22000044. 
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,4−D meets Canada’s strict health and 
safety standards, and as such is ac-
ceptable for continued registration in 

Canada.  >>  
 
 
 
 

he decision on 2,4−D is consistent with 
that of regulators in other [ ... ] coun-
tries.  >>  

  

<<  2 

<<  T 
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QQuueessttiioonnss  aanndd  AAnnsswweerrss  ——  FFiinnaall  DDeecciissiioonn  oonn  tthhee  RRee−−eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  22,,44−−DD  

22000088  0055  1166  
 

 
Following extensive consultation and scientific review using the most current 
scientific methods, the Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
has determined that 2,4−D meets Canada’s strict health and safety stand-
ards, and as such is acceptable for continued registration in Canada. 
 
The decision on 2,4−D is consistent with that of regulators in other Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries, including 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), New Zealand and 
countries of the European Union, as well as the World Health Organization 
(WHO). 
 
Health Canada is aware of public concern regarding domestic uses of pesti-
cides on lawns and gardens (often referred to as “cosmetic” or aesthetic uses).  
 
How does Health Canada’s re−evaluation assessment compare 
with that of other countries ? 
 
Our review concurs with the findings of regulators in other OECD countries, 
including the European Union, New Zealand, and the Word Health Organiza-
tion. 
 
 
Pesticides are regulated by Health Canada under the Pest Control Products Act, and are among the most strin-
gently regulated substances in Canada.  The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (P.M.R.A.) is the branch of 
Health Canada that administers the Act on behalf of the Minister of Health.  The primary objective of the 
P.M.R.A. is to prevent unacceptable risks to people and the environment from the use of pesticides. 
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The following titles are currently available. 

(Or ,  wi l l  be avai lable in the near  future.)  
 

 Alberta Prohibition.  
 British Columbia Prohibition.  
 Burnaby B.C. Prohibition.  
 Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment. 
 David Suzuki Foundation.  
 Death and the Environmental Movement .  
 Golf and Landscape Trade Industries .  
 Kazimiera Jean Cottam .  
 Kelowna B.C. Prohibition.  
 New Brunswick Prohibition .  
 Ontario Prohibition.  
 Organic Fertilizers .  
 Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals.  
 Prince Edward Island Prohibition .  
 Quebec Prohibition.  
 Richmond B.C. Prohibition .  
 Saint Catharines Ontario .  
 Salmon Arm B.C. Prohibition.  
 The Failure of Integrated Pest Management . 
 The Wisdom of the Solomons .  
 Victoria B.C.  
 White Rock B.C. Prohibition.  
 Wisconsin Prohibition.  

 
AASS KK   FF OO RR   AA  CC OO PP YY  OO FF   AANN YY   BB AACC KK   IISS SS UU EE   TT OO DDAAYY ..   


