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Folks in the oil patch are mad as hornets over the University of Alberta’s decision to give 
an honorary degree to David Suzuki in June. Big donors are threatening to cancel 
cheques and pull the plug on future contributions. A petition calling for the university to 
change its mind has garnered 14,000 signatures. Even the deans of business and 
engineering have issued anguished letters of apology to distance themselves from the 
decision.   
 
Are they being too thin-skinned? I don’t think so. The U of A has just given them the 
middle finger. Mr. Suzuki has compared making a living in the oil sands to profiting off 
the slave trade. He clearly wants to take their livelihood away – at the very moment 
when their one and only hope for getting oil to tidewater, the Trans Mountain pipeline 
extension, seems hopelessly stuck. He is their chief tormentor. Even Rachel Notley, 
Alberta’s Premier, was moved to say that the university’s decision was “a bit tone-deaf.“   
 
Honorary degrees don’t mean much anymore. Any celebrity can get one (and has). Their 
main purpose is to gain some cheap publicity and reflected glory for the granting 
institution. Mr. Suzuki already has fistfuls of them, to say nothing of an Order of Canada 
and an informal designation (bestowed in 2015 by Reader’s Digest) as Canada’s Most 
Trusted Man. So why make such a fuss about one more piece of paper?   
 
Because it’s about time. Mr. Suzuki is known by most as a twinkly-eyed old sage with a 
harmless message about living in tune with nature. But his messages are not benign. He 



doesn’t simply oppose fossil fuels, or the capitalist system. He’s a menace to scientific 
inquiry. And many of his views are well outside the scientific mainstream.   
 
His relentless war against genetically modified foods is one example. For years, he’s 
been calling for outright bans on genetically modified organisms (GMOs) – despite the 
fact that a majority of scientists, as well as the world’s leading health organizations, have 
declared them perfectly safe. He and other anti-GMO scaremongers have been able to 
stall crucial experiments with genetically modified crops that are designed to improve 
yields and nutrition, and benefit poor people around the world.   
 
Mr. Suzuki also claims that up to 90 per cent of cancer is caused by environmental 
factors, such as the “massive use of pesticides, artificial fertilizers and literally tens of 
thousands of different molecules synthesized by scientists.” There’s no mainstream 
scientific support for that view either. For good measure, he also thinks 
that immigrants coming to Canada are bad for the environment.   
 
In Mr. Suzuki’s view, economics itself is a form of “brain damage,“ and the current 
debate between economic development and environmental debate is illegitimate. This 
doesn’t sit well with either environmentalists or economists who are trying to come up 
with feasible solutions to environmental problems. “There’s no way I’d share the stage 
with David Suzuki,” tweeted Andrew Leach, a leading energy economist at the U of A. 
“Not a chance.”   
 
Mr. Suzuki began his career as a geneticist, and his research on the fruit fly was 
recognized around the world. But what made him famous was his television work for the 
CBC and his role as an activist. Today, his view of the world is distinctly dystopian, and 
has a profound role in shaping environmental views in Canada.   
 
David Turpin, the university’s president, issued a full-throated defence of its decision, 
saying that the honorary degree is to honour Mr. Suzuki’s “promotion of science 
literacy.” That’s rich.   
 
“I think this is not only insulting to anyone that works in Alberta’s oil and gas industry 
but, most importantly, is unacceptable to anyone that has earned a degree by studying 
and understanding the value of the sciences and the principles of evidence-based 
research and decision-making “ Rob Kneteman, a U of A graduate who works in the oil 
patch, said in an open letter on his Facebook page.   
 
This is not a matter of academic freedom of speech. A university has the right to give an 
honorary degree to whoever it wants. And the people who support it have the right to 
object. This particular choice is obnoxious on the merits, and foolish on the optics. And 
if there’a a price to be paid, so be it.   
 
 
 
  
  



  
NORAHG Response 
  
UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH BETRAYED ITS FORMER STUDENTS BY HONOURING 
DAVID SUZUKI ! 
  
David Suzuki has also been honoured by University of Guelph ( U of G ), 
which is located in the province of Ontario !  Really ?!?!  Suzuki was awarded 
his honorary degree in 2012.   
  
Officials at U of G had conveniently forgotten about Suzuki’s conspiracy in 
Ontario, which inflicted prohibition against pest control products used in the 
urban landscape.  This destroyed the professional lawn care industry and the 
livelihoods of the U of G’s former students.  Nonetheless, Suzuki was 
rewarded with an honorary degree by U of G.    
  
Perhaps in 2012, U of G officials did not fully understands that David Suzuki 
operates a foundation that is an anti-pesticide, golf-hating, & environmental-
terrжrist organization that conspires to impose reckless and arbitrary 
prohibition against pest control products across the nation.  David Suzuki 
Foundation has represented a direct destructive threat against former U of G 
students.   
  
David Suzuki himself was honoured three years after he conspired with the 
government of Ontario to impose prohibition.  Because of Suzuki’s 
interference in Ontario, thousands of decent, hard-working, and law-abiding 
people, including former U of G students, have lost their jobs and have 
suffered hardship because of disintegrating customers and plummeting 
revenues in the professional lawn care industry.   
  
Observers have plenty of questions.  Does David Suzuki and the government 
of Ontario have some kind of a secret agreement ?!?!  YES !  It is now 
common knowledge that David Suzuki DID have a secret agreement with 
Premier Dalton McGuinty about promoting the government’s politicized-
doctrines in Ontario.  It is a fact that McGuinty used The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, an Ontario government agency, to finance anti–pesticide & 
environmental-terrжrist organizations, like David Suzuki Foundation.  In 
return, these organization supported the conspiracy to prohibit against pest 
control products in Ontario, as well as other environmental issues.  It is a 
fact that, in 2010, David Suzuki Foundation was rewarded for its political 
interference.  Suzuki received up to 250,000 dollars from McGuinty through 
The Ontario Trillium Foundation.  Overall, through The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, McGuinty paid out over 2,000,000 dollars towards the 
subversive anti–pesticide conspiracy of prohibition.  As a result of his 



political interference in the Ontario 2011 General Election, David Suzuki was 
quietly forced to step down from the board of directors of David Suzuki 
Foundation.  But, David Suzuki still got his honorary degree from the 
University of Guelph in 2012.  Why do we celebrate this guy ?!?!  We need a 
better Suzuki who WILL NOT victimize decent hard-working people !   
  
Observers have plenty more questions.  Is there enough separation between 
environmental–terrжrists, like Suzuki, and government officials in Ontario 
?!?!  Is there enough separation between environmental–terrжrists and 
University of Guelph ?!?!  How much money has U of G given to David 
Suzuki ?!?!  Why didn’t U of G defend its former students during the debate 
regarding prohibition ?!?!  Why did U of G honour the enviro-terrжrist who 
destroyed the livelihoods of its former students ?!?!  Why did U of G betray 
its former students ?!?!  Is U of G planning to stop honouring enviro-
terrжrists who destroy the businesses of its alumni ?!?!  Do the businesses 
operating in the professional lawn care industry believe that they have been 
badly-treated by U of G ?!?!  Should they forgive U of G for honouring 
Suzuki ?!?!  Or, should they conclude that U of G deserves no alumni-
donations since it disrespects its former students and loathes their 
businesses ?!?!  We need a better University of Guelph !  We need a better 
Suzuki !   
  
  
For more information, please explore the following links  ...   
  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- Betrayals By University Of Guelph -- BLOG 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/06/26/guelph-turfgrass-institute-why-would-anyone-be-witless-enough-to-give-more-more-money-to-an-institution-with-a-history-of-repeated-failures-betrayals-bad-services-
2017-0/ 

  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- Honoured By University Of Guelph -- REFERENCE 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Reference-Suzuki-2012-06-14-%E2%80%98You-give-me-hope%E2%80%99-David-Suzuki-tells-University-of-Guelph-graduates.pdf 

  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- Political Interference In Ontario -- REPORT 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Force-Of-Nature-David-Suzuki-2011-09-20-2011-Ontario-Vote-David-Suzuki-Political-Interference-Trillium-pdf.pdf 

  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- Why Do We Celebrate This Guy ?!?! -- BLOG 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/09/19/newsletter-2017-09-20/ 

  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- The Ontario Trillium Foundation -- WEB-PAGE 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/the-ontario-trillium-foundation/ 

  



  
√ -- Suzuki -- Carnage In Ontario Inflicted By Prohibition -- REPORT 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Force-Of-Nature-CARNAGE-2011-08-17-Ontario-Two-Years-After-Pesticide-Ban-Landscape-Ontario-pdf.pdf 

  
  
√ -- Suzuki -- Living In Environmental Infamy In Ontario -- WEB-PAGE 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/ontario-living-in-environmental-infamy/ 

  
  
WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT DAVID SUZUKI FROM AN INDEPENDENT 
PERSPECTIVE ! 
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatжcs ( HUJE ), like 
David Suzuki, who conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on the 
use of safe and effective conventional pest control products.  We also report 
on the work of several highly-rated leading experts who have recognized 
expertise, training, and background in matters concerning pest control 
products, and who promote environmental realism and pesticide truths.   
  
We dare to defy the pesticide-hating fanatжcs, like David Suzuki, by 
exploring the whole truth from an independent perspective on The Pesticide 
Truths Web-Site   ...   http://pesticidetruths.com/   WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE 
AND NORAH G    
 
 


