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At Weed Man we have always believed that 
a knowledgeable customer is the best customer 
to have. This year’s Gardening News™ is filled 
with an abundance of information that reflects 
on the growing demand and interest in 
maintaining healthy, vibrant landscapes. Wake 
Up Your Lawn for Spring, Summer Lawn Stress 
Remedies, Got Weeds? and Weed Man’s Trouble 
Shooting Guide are articles I believe will be 
very helpful to all homeowners that desire a 
beautiful, healthy lawn this season. For garden-
ing enthusiasts we have included Berry Bushes 
and Brambles, as well as, a fun and whimsicle 
Succulent Picture Frame project from our Firefly 
book feature, Big Ideas for Small Spaces. 
I’d like to encourage everyone get outside and 
enjoy the sunshine and warm weather, enjoy 
your yard that you work so hard to maintain! 
Check out our article on page 26 on how to 
Have Fun on Your Lawn.

If you have specific questions or concerns 
regarding your lawn’s health and appearance I 
would like to encourage you to visit our website, 
www.weedmancanada.com. Our website is 
user-friendly and holds a plethora of information 
that will help you care for and maintain your lawn.

Thank you to all of our loyal customers for your 
continued trust and business. We always look 
forward to helping our Canadian neighbourhoods 
and lawns stay beautiful and healthy.

Sincerely, 

Brenda Rice
Co-Founder & President
Weed Man

BrendaLRice
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Lawn Care Q & A with John Ladds      

Q: Most neighbours on my court use 
bags on their lawn mowers. Is it 
not good for your lawn to leave the 
clippings when you mow your grass?

A: Yes! You are absolutely correct; 
although many people use lawn 
mower bags religiously because 
they feel it looks cleaner, and they 
believe it lets the lawn breathe 
better. As long as you mow your 
grass often (removing no more than 
one third of the grass blade) enough 
so the clippings are not smothering 
the lawn, it is best to leave clippings 
on your lawn. Decomposed grass 
clippings release valuable nutrients 
back into the soil. Returning your 
clippings to the lawn while you 
mow is called “grass cycling”. 
Grass cycling reduces waste and 
improves the overall health of your 
lawn. Grass clippings decompose 
very quickly and release valuable 
nutrients into established grass, 
when they are returned to a lawn 
during mowing procedures.  

      For those rare occasions when 
your grass is too long and your 
clippings are heavy, it’s best to bag 
them. Bagged clippings can still 
be recycled by placing them into a 
compost area for future use in the 
garden, make sure that you allow 
your clippings a significant amount 
of time to decompose in your 
compost.  It may take up to several 
months before your compost 
is ready to use as a mulching 
substitute in your garden.

Q: What type of rake should be used 
on my lawn for this spring? 

A: A flat fan (leaf) rake should be used 
on your lawn. Never use a garden 
rake, which can potentially damage 
the roots and reproductive structures 
of grass plants. A light raking with a 
flat fan rake will help to remove leaves 
and other debris left from winter, as 
well as improve air circulation and 
stimulate grass growth. The only time 
a garden rake should be used is to 
remove dead grass in preparation for 
re-seeding. 

Q: I have a professional lawn 
care company servicing my 
lawn. I follow every bit of 
advice to the letter. I water and 
mow properly. Despite all of 
this I am never quite satisfied 
with the appearance of my 
lawn. To make matters worse, 
my neighbour who does 
nothing has a better looking 
lawn. What should I do?

A: Despite best efforts physical 
factors such as, surrounding 
trees and other vegetation, 
sun exposure, existing grass 
types, property contours, 
use patterns (kids, pets, etc.) 
and soil type, may be causing 
most of the problem.  Specific 
answers to your questions 
can only be provided as a 
direct result of an on-site 
inspection. Your lawn care 
professional should be able 
to provide you with a free 
lawn analysis that includes 
written recommendations 
such as over-seeding with 
more suitable grass types, 
pruning trees to increase both 
air circulation and exposure 
to sunlight. They may also 
provide information on 
improving your soil through 
topdressing recommendations. 
This kind of advice not only 
maximizes your investment 
in your lawn care program, 
but it is also part of what 
you are paying for in hiring 
a professional turfgrass 
specialist.
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Q: My grass had a red tinge to 
it late last summer. When I 
cut my lawn my shoes were 
covered in a reddish orange 
dust like material. What is it 
and how can I get rid of it if it 
appears again?

A: The problem that you noticed 
was likely rust. Rust is a minor 
disease that commonly infects 
lawns. As you experienced, 
the disease tends to appear in 
late summer when alternating 
hot/ dry weather occurs with 
cool/ wet conditions. Overcast 
weather conditions also 
tend to increase the disease. 
Rusts normally do not cause 
significant damage. Mowing 
frequently and fertilizing to 
promote balanced nutrition 
helps to reduce the severity 
of the problem. Where the 
disease persists, areas can be 
re-seeded with rust resistant 
varieties of grass seed. If you 
have further questions please 
contact your local Weed Man 
for a free on-site inspection 
and consultation. 
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Whether you are using newer iron-based 
control products or traditional weed 
controls, the most sustainable form of 
weed control has always been to grow 
a healthy, lush green lawn that basically 
outcompetes or crowds out weeds from 
encroaching or taking over. 

At one time, applying older traditional 
weed control products in spring and fall 
usually did a reasonably good job at 
keeping the weeds down; regardless 
of how healthy the lawn. Expecting the 
same results by applying newer 
iron-based products the same way is 
simply not realistic because the newer 
weed control products work differently. 
Traditional weed controls had a systemic 
action, allowing for literally a few drops 
to be absorbed by the plant for complete 
control. Conversely, iron based  
products require a substantially larger 
dose of chelated iron, which weakens the 
plant, usually blackening its appearance. 
Sometimes, the weeds can be weakened 
enough at the first application for 

Although there are many environmental and 
other benefits of growing a thick, lush green 
lawn, the primary motivator for most people to 
either hire a professional or look after things 
themselves is weeds! 

Sometimes as a first step you will see 
homeowners mechanically removing weeds 
from their lawns either by hand-pulling or 
utilizing a range of commercially available 
weed pulling tools. Most weed pulling tools 
will leave behind a hole like an aerator. 
Ideally these holes need to be filled with 
grass seed so the weed does not re-establish 
itself. Mechanical weed removal is practical 
only if there are a few weeds to remove in a 
relatively small area of the yard. More often 
than not, homeowners need to employ other 
strategies.

With the majority of Canadian provinces 
opting to ban the use of traditional herbicides,
these days weed control is more than just a 
quick spray once or twice a year. 

complete control. However, more 
often than not the initial shot of iron 
simply weakens the plant. A second 
application of iron within 3-5 weeks of 
the first usually finishes off what the first 
application started. The critically 
important factor however is what’s 
going on with the grass in between the 
weeds. If the grass around the weeds is 
thin, sparse and weak, it almost doesn’t 
matter how much or how often chelated 
iron is applied because without 
competition, blackened/weakened 
weeds will ultimately persevere and 
continue to invade the lawn. 

Rather than relying solely on 
calendar-based herbicide treatments, a 
more holistic approach that focusses on 
optimum plant health is the best plan. 
Along with proper mowing (mow high, 
sharp blade, adhere to 1/3 rule) and 
watering (deep, infrequent, morning 
only) 3 other essential considerations 
include:

1. A sound fertility regime

2. Core Aeration

3. Over Seeding

These 3 things build up the density 
of the turf which will go a lot further to 
keeping your lawn weed free. When one 
of these areas is neglected, the lawn 
can become thin; creating the  
opportunity for weeds to re-invade the 
lawn. 

A Sound Fertility Regime:
At the foundation of every vibrant, thick, 
lush, green lawn is a sound fertility 
program.  Neglecting to properly 
fertilize almost guarantees weeds will 
make their way into the lawn. 

 

Got Weeds?by John Ladds
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Every fertilizer bag displays 3 
numbers; which identify the nutrient 
levels of the product. So a fertilizer 
such as Weed Man’s 24-0-4 product 
means 24% Nitrogen, 0% Phosphorous 
and 4% Potassium. The importance of 
these 3 nutrients can best be 
described with 3 words….Up, Down, 
Around. 

Nitrogen (Up) is what gives the 
visible part of the lawn (grass blades) 
its deep, rich green colour. It is needed 
most by the grass plant in terms of an 
added nutrient. 
 
Phosphorous (Down) focuses 
on root development. Since
 phosphorous is naturally present in 
most soils, it is not added (except 
for newly seeded lawns, requiring a 
starter fertilizer with a large middle 
number (i.e. 10-20-10). 

Potassium (Around) is needed 
for stress tolerance and general 
all-around plant health.
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Core Aeration:

An aeration machine punches a series 
of evenly spaced holes throughout the 
lawn. These holes not only provide a 
direct entry way for nutrients, grass seed 
air and water. They also help overly thick, 
matty lawns (think new sod) break down 
their “thatch” layer to help the entire lawn 
establish a deeper root system that is 
more embedded in the ground instead 
of growing almost on top of the ground. 
Increased air circulation also helps to de-
compact tightly woven soil (such as clay) 
and encourage “microbial activity” (soil 
micro-organisms) which in turn creates 
a far more fertile environment for your 
lawn. 

Over Seeding: 

Introducing newer varieties of grass 
seed to your lawn can help strengthen it; 
especially if the seed used is “certified” 
(high quality). As a property ages over 
time, changing surroundings such as 
growing trees and shrubs, new fences, 
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kids play equipment and other adjacent 
structures can adversely affect that 
once pristine new sod that was the pride 
of the neighbourhood when the house 
was built. Over seeding provides an 
opportunity to re-assess the changing 
needs of the lawn by choosing more 
appropriate seed varieties. Newer grass 
seed types are often more resilient 
because they contain something called 
“endophytes” which are basically natu-
ral micro-organisms that help the grass 
better withstand pest and environmental 
pressures. Over seeding your lawn in 
conjunction with aeration is an ideal 
scenario because the seed falls into the 
holes made by the aerator.

So again, too often people focus strictly 
on the spraying as the primary means of 
controlling weeds in their lawn. As much 
as traditional weed control 
products might help win small battles, 
the ultimate way to really win the war 
on weeds in your lawn is to focus on all 
3 of these things to keep your lawn as 
thick, green, lush and vibrant as 
possible every year. 
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Some spring lawn care tips that will 
burst your lawn out of 
winter dormancy and prepare it for the 
warmer months ahead.

CLEAN UP WINTER DEBRIS
Pick up trash, branches, sticks, and 
other natural debris that accumulated 
on your lawn over the winter months.

RAKE
Providing your lawn is not too wet, 
give it a stiff raking. Spring raking will 
remove smaller debris and loose thatch. 
It will stir up the ground allowing  
water, sunlight and other vital nutrients 
to reach turf roots and encourage new 
growth. Raking also creates air  
circulation to dry out flattened areas 
that could be infected with the lawn  
disease known as snow mould. 

AERATE
Throughout the cold winter months 
soil tends to become more compacted, 
especially in areas with heavy 

snowfall. Compacted soil may not 
contain enough oxygen to allow grass 
plants to thrive. Mechanical core  
aeration is a service that Weed Man 
provides that cuts finger-sized plugs of 
soil and turf out of the lawn.  It allows 
for increased penetration of oxygen, 
water and fertilizer to reach the roots, 
enabling stronger root growth, and 
thereby producing a more vigorous 
lawn.

OVER SEED
Over seeding your lawn every year 
is highly recommended to keep your 
lawn in optimal condition. Over seed-
ing replaces dying grass to produce and 
maintain a thicker lawn. Make sure that 
you do not over seed too early, because 
the seed needs three things to properly 
grow. First, it needs warm soil, at  
least 12 degrees celsius.  Second,  
seeds require moisture from rainfall,  
supplemented by watering when  
needed. Third, the developing seedlings 
require sunshine.  Adequate sunlight is  
required for hotosynthesis to occur, 
once the seed has germinated. 

FERTILIZE
The best thing you can do for your lawn 
is to start off the season with a balanced 
nutrition, via a fertilization program. 
Apply a high quality, slow release 
fertilizer that won’t start releasing
 nutrients until the grass has begun 
greening naturally on its own. 

MOWING
Give your lawn mower a tune 
up before your first use. Also, it is 
extremely important that you sharpen 
the mower blade. Cutting your grass 
with a dull blade will tear and fray the 
grass plants, making them vulnerable to 
lawn diseases. 
For the first mow of the season it’s okay 
to set the mowing height a little lower 
than the standard cutting height, to 
approximately 5-6 cm. A lower cut will 
help some diseased foliage. 
Following the first cut, raise the blade 
to the standard cutting height (7.5-8.5 
cm) to avoid cutting the grass plants 
too short. In less technical terms, go 
one or two notches above the middle 
setting on your lawn mower. 
Mowing frequency is also important, 
particularly in the spring. Do your best 
to only cut 1/3 of the leaf blade with 
each mowing session. This really means 
mowing before you may feel it needs it. 
Mowing frequently in the spring 
removes the tip of the grass blades, 

Wake up Your   Lawn
For

Jennifer Ferguson
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making the clippings small enough to 
leave on your lawn, which is very 
beneficial. During the rapid growing 
conditions of spring, this can mean 
mowing 2-3 times per week. 
Also, try to alternate your mowing 
direction, to keep grass plants growing 
straight. 

WATERING
Ideally, your lawn requires 3-4 
centimetres of water per week for 
optimal plant health. Check your 
garden hose or sprinkler system and 
ensure everything is in working 
condition before you need to start 
supplementing what rainfall may not be 
providing. A working watering system 
is vital to ensure that a sufficient water 
supply is readily available.

Follow these seven spring tips to 
prepare your lawn and to promote a 
healthy lawn for the 2017 lawn care 
season.  If you find yourself concerned 
about your lawn’s appearance or health, 
contact your local Weed Man 
professional for a free lawn analysis. 
A Weed Man technician will visit your 
property, assess your lawn’s condition 
and discuss the best practices and 
treatments that will help you achieve 
the healthy green lawn that you 
deserve.

Wake up Your   Lawn
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The best way to eat a berry is in its 
most natural state, freshly picked from 
your home garden. Berries are a staple 
food in Canadian households because 
they are healthy, colourful, flavourful and 
can be used to make tasty treats. Many 
of the most popular sweet treats have 
“berry” in the name, such as: strawberry 
shortcake, red raspberry sorbet,  
blackberry cobbler and blueberry pie.  

Berries that are homegrown are fresher, 
taste better, have healthier benefits and 
are more economical than their expensive 
store-bought counterparts. 

Strawberries
Strawberries are considered the most 
productive berry because they produce 
an abundance of fruit in a small area. 
It’s extremely easy to turn a small area 
of your property into a strawberry patch. 
Homegrown strawberries are the tastiest, 
juiciest and sweetest strawberries you 
can get. 
The best time to plant is in the early 
spring. Choose a location that has full 
sun and fertile soil. Space plants 45 - 60 
cm apart, in rows spaced 90 -120 cm 
apart. Dig a large hole, deep enough to 
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cover the roots, and shallow enough to 
ensure the crowns of the plants are not 
covered. Properly set the plants in the 
soil and firm around the roots. Water 
thoroughly once planted.  
Strawberry plants like moisture due to 
their shallow roots. Ensure your plants 
receive 2.5 centimeters of water each 
week. Mulching the beds is a great idea 
to retain moisture and prevent weed 
intrusion. 
Strawberries are ready for harvesting 
about 3 - 5 weeks after blossoming. 
Harvest only fully ripe (red) berries, 
and pick every three days, ideally in the 
morning when the fruit is cool. Cut the 
berries by the stem, leaving a green cap 
and a bit of stem attached to each berry 
to protect it from damage.  Do not pull 
the berries off the plant. Harvest lasts 
approximately 3 weeks, and you should 
have an abundance of strawberries for 
your family to enjoy.
In the fall, remove blossoms from the 
strawberry plants to encourage the plant 
to establish a strong root system.

Red Raspberries 
Raspberries are a bramble fruit that 
comes in several colours - red, black, 
purple or yellow - but red raspberries are 
the most popular for their productiveness 
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can get. 
The best time to plant is in the early 
spring. Choose a location that has full 
sun and fertile soil. Space plants 45 - 60 
cm apart, in rows spaced 90 -120 cm 
apart. Dig a large hole, deep enough to 
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berries, do not pull too hard, because a 
ripened raspberry, when they taste their 
best, will come off their receptacle quite 
easily. Raspberries will last longer when 
they are placed in the refrigerator shortly 
after they are picked.

Blackberries
Like raspberries, blackberries are bram-
ble fruits that are rich, flavourful treats.  
Blackberries are very easy to grow, but 
viruses can be a big problem with 
blackberry plants, so it is very important 
that you do your research and purchase 
virus free blackberry plants from a 
reputable nursery.  
Plant your blackberry canes in the late 
fall. Choose a location that receives 
full sun and has fertile soil, with good 
drainage. The canes should be spaced 75 
- 90 centimeters apart, in rows that are 
spaced 2 - 2.5 meters apart.  Plant 
shallowly, only approximately 2.5 
centimeters deeper than how they were 
grown in the nursery.  The canes can 
be planted in individual holes to save 
digging time. Spread the roots out and 
cover with soil. Carefully pack the soil 
around the roots, then water.  Prune the 
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- 20 centimeters after planting. 
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encourage the plants’ establishment. In 
the fall, after the harvest when the fruit-
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them to prevent the buildup and spread 
of disease. Also, remove small weak 
canes. In the spring, after the danger of 
frost has past, remove weak canes and 
the dead tips of canes. Keep 15 canes for 
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In early summer, berries will ripen over 
a 2-week period.  Pick berries every 
couple of days during this time. Try to 
pick the berries on a sunny day when 
conditions are dry. When picking your 
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bushes produce an abundance of  
delicious anti-oxidant berries for your 
summer enjoyment. They also add a  
rare beauty to your autumn landscape 
because the foliage turns a beautiful  
scarlet colour. If you haven’t  
experienced the joys of having your  
own blueberry bushes, try planting them 
in your garden this spring.  
Plant blueberry bushes in early spring. 
Choose a location that has full sun to get 
the most production from your blueberry 
plants. Blueberries are picky about soil. 
They require a soil that is acidic, high 
in organic matter and well drained, yet 
moist. To plant blueberry bushes, dig 
holes approximately 50 centimeters 
deep and 45 centimeters wide. Space 
bushes about 1 -1.5 meters apart. If you 
decide to plant rows, space them 1.5 
meters apart. Set the plants in holes dug 
3 - 5 centimeters deeper than they were 
grown in the nursery. Spread the roots 
out and cover them with soil. Gently 
firm the soil around the roots, and water 
thoroughly.  
To help the plant establish quickly and 
more vigorously, remove blossoms as 
they appear during the first and second 
seasons. Mulching is also desirable to 
retain moisture and control weeds.  
Blueberry plants require approximately 
2.5 centimeters of supplemental water  
in the weeks that rainfall does not  
supply this amount.  Weekly watering is 
required until early September to ensure 
good plant growth and fruit production. 
Remove any damaged or weak portions 
of the plant to encourage upright,  
vigorous growth. Prune the blueberry 
bushes in later winter or early spring, 
when the plants are dormant.  

plants back to 15 - 20 centimeters  
after planting to encourage plant  
establishment. 
Remove blossoms the first year they 
appear to allow the plants’ energy  
reserve to focus on a strong root  
establishment. Blackberry canes require 
approximately 2.5 centimeters of water 
each week. Supplemental watering may 
be required if the week lacks sufficient 
rainfall. Mulching may be beneficial 
to retain soil moisture, to keep the soil 
cool, and to provide stable footing while 
picking. For best fruit production, keep 
the plants contained by pruning away 
the majority of new shoots (canes) by 
leaving about 6-8 new canes.  You can 
pick blackberries regularly, about every 
3 - 4 days. 
Unlike raspberries, keep the central plug 
within the fruit. To increase the  
longevity of the freshly picked berries, 
store them in the refrigerator as soon 
as possible after picking. A yield of 4-5 
pounds is typical for every meter of a 
row.

Blueberries
They are plump, juicy and easy to grow. 
Blueberry bushes are resistant to most 
pests and diseases, and they will  
produce large yields of berries every 
summer for up to 20 years.  Blueberry  
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Blueberries are ready for picking 
in mid-summer, usually in late July. 
Avoid picking the berries as soon as 
they are blue. For ripe berries, wait 
a couple of days after they turn blue. 
When ripe, they should fall right off 
the bush and into your hand. Yields 
will be smaller until they are in full 
production by their 6th year.

There is so much information  
available on growing your own berry 
bushes and brambles that it simply 
cannot all fit into one article. It is  
important that you research the  
varieties that thrive best in your region, 
and learn how to properly plant,  
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maintain and care for your plants. 
It is even helpful to visit a local and  
reputable nursery to have all of your 
questions answered.
A berry bush or bramble would be a 
wonderful addition to any residential 
garden. Nothing beats the joy of 
lifting a leaf, seeing a ripe berry and 
then enjoying the taste of berry that is 
homegrown.

Book Preview Project: 
Succulant Picture Frames
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maintain and care for your plants. It is 
even helpful to visit a local and repu-
table nursery to have all of your ques-
tions answered.
A berry bush or bramble would be a 
wonderful addition to any residential 
garden. Nothing beats the joy of 
lifting a leaf, seeing a ripe berry and 
then enjoying the taste of berry that is 
homegrown.

Book Preview Project: 
Succulant Picture Frames

Big Ideas for Small Spaces is for anyone with 
a small outdoor space that they wish to beautify.
While the projects and advice are valuable to any 
gardener, they are especially useful to urbanites 
surrounded by concrete who nonetheless want 
to enjoy the soothing environment of a garden. 
Master gardener, Kay Maguire, and 
award-winning landscape designer, Tony Woods, 
come to the rescue with a practical guide to 
creating a green oasis in your tiny city space. 
BIG IDEAS FOR SMALL SPACES 
(Firefly Books, February 2017, $24.95). 
Available at bookstores, online booksellers or 
www.fireflybooks.com
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Grass plants slow their growth during the high summer temperatures. Some 
homeowners choose to let their lawns slip into a dormant state during the hot 
weather by not watering their lawns. A dormant lawn is brown, dry and 
unattractive.
Nevertheless, it will green up when cooler weather and moisture returns.
If your lawn goes into a dormant state during the summer, do not try to 
water it back to life.  Allow it to remain dormant until the fall. 
If you choose to continue watering throughout the summer, it is 
important that you commit to a watering schedule. Deep, 
infrequent watering is ideal because it encourages deep root
growth, helping your lawn become more drought tolerant. 
Water your lawn in the early morning to minimize loss of
 water due to evaporation that will occur under a hot 
afternoon sun.   Avoid evening watering to prevent 
potential turf diseases from developing. Lastly, 
always remember to check your local watering 
restrictions to be sure you are in compliance. 

MOWING REMEDY
The hot summer weather is the most 
unforgiving time for improper mowing 
techniques. Below are tips that will help
 you follow proper mowing practices 
this summer:

• Make sure your lawn needs 
to be mowed. During the 
summer heat, your lawn 
naturally slows down its 
growth. If your lawn
 has stopped growing, 
or if it looks brown 
and dry, do not mow. 

Summer is all about maintaining 
your lawn’s health and appearance. 
Maintaining the best looking lawn dur-
ing the heat of the summer is challeng-
ing. Not only do our lawns have to cope 
with the dry summer heat, our lawns 
have to also endure the increased foot 
traffic that usually evolves during  
the warm summer months. 

While we don’t think of our lawns dur-
ing the winter, they gain our full atten-
tion and require continual maintenance 
over the summer months. During the 
summer, we want our lawns to be 
healthy, exhibiting a vibrant green hue 
for our outdoor play and entertaining 
needs. Many homeowners try to fight 
nature’s heat, humidity and periods 
of drought by fertilizing, watering and 
forcing new growth out of our lawns no 
matter what the weather entails.  

However, it is important to understand 
and respect the seasonal changes that  
our grass plants experience. 

By adhering to the following summer 
lawn stress remedies, you can rest  
assured that your lawn will be the  
healthiest it can be throughout the hot  
summer months. 

WATER REMEDY
Lawns require 3-4 centimetres of water 
each week in order to maintain a green 
colour and foster steady growth. More 
water is needed when the heat is 
severe. The amount of supplemental 
watering your lawn needs depends on 
the amount of rain water your lawn re-
ceives each week. Using a rain gauge, 
or something similar, is extremely  
helpful in tracking the amount of  
water your lawn receives from rainfall. 
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Summer 
Lawn 

Stress Remedies 
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•Ensure that your lawn mower blade is 
sharp. Dull blades will tear your grass 
plants, giving them an unhealthy appear-
ance, and will make them highly suscep-
tible to lawn diseases. 

•Set your lawn mower to its highest cut 
setting. Longer grass plants will protect 
the root system from the strong summer 
sun. Also, low mowing in the summer 
heat puts your lawn at a greater risk of 
broadleaf weeds establishing themselves 
in your lawn. 

•Don’t mow your lawn during the hottest 
part of the day, or when your lawn is wet. 
Mow your lawn in the cooler morning 
hours, or in the early evening. 

FERTILITY REMEDY
Fertilizing a dormant lawn is not recom-
mended, unless the fertilizer is a high 
quality, slow release, granular fertilizer. 
An application of slow release granular 
fertilizer will not release nutrients, which 
encourage growth, until the conditions 
are ideal. 
If your lawn is being properly maintained 
with correct watering and mowing prac-
tices, then a summer fertilizer application 
will benefit your lawn. However, because 
grass plants grow slowly during the sum-
mer months, they also feed less aggres-
sively as well. If you are unsure of your 
lawn’s fertility needs, contact your local 
Weed Man professional. Weed Man will 
always ensure that you feed your lawn 
the right amount, using the right product, 
at the right time.

LAWN DISEASE REMEDY
Lawn diseases can occur at any time.  
However, the summer seems to always 
be the worst time of year for lawn disease 
challenges to occur. Many lawn disease 
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plants, giving them an unhealthy  
appearance, and will make them highly  
susceptible to lawn diseases. 

•Set your lawn mower to its highest cut 
setting. Longer grass plants will protect 
the root system from the strong summer 
sun. Also, low mowing in the summer 
heat puts your lawn at a greater risk of 
broadleaf weeds establishing themselves 
in your lawn. 

•Don’t mow your lawn during the hottest 
part of the day, or when your lawn is wet. 
Mow your lawn in the cooler morning 
hours, or in the early evening. 

FERTILITY REMEDY
Fertilizing a dormant lawn is not  
recommended, unless the fertilizer is 
a high quality, slow release, granular 
fertilizer. An application of slow release 
granular fertilizer will not release  
nutrients, which encourage growth, until 
the conditions are ideal. 
If your lawn is being properly maintained 
with correct watering and mowing  
practices, then a summer fertilizer  
application will benefit your lawn.  
However, because grass plants grow 
slowly during the summer months, they 
also feed less aggressively as well. If you 
are unsure of your lawn’s fertility needs, 
contact your local Weed Man professional. 
Weed Man will always ensure that you 
feed your lawn the right amount, using 
the right product, at the right time.

LAWN DISEASE REMEDY
Lawn diseases can occur at any time.  
However, the summer seems to always 
be the worst time of year for lawn disease 
challenges to occur. Many lawn disease 
issues are caused by environmental  

factors including, but not limited to: high 
humidity, low light conditions, poor air 
circulation, compacted soils, and radical 
temperatures shifts. Many of these fac-
tors are out of the homeowner’s control.  
However, there are a few things that you 
can do to make your lawn less suscep-
tible to lawn diseases this summer.

•Aerate your lawn at least once each 
year. Aeration reduces soil compaction, 
and encourages a steady flow of  
oxygen, water and nutrients to reach the 
grass plants. Aeration also helps  
establish strong healthy roots. 

•Prune low tree limbs and shrubs in 
order to increase light and air circulation 
for your grass plants. 

•Do not water your lawn in the evening. 
Water in the morning only. 

•Mow your lawn high, with a sharp 
blade, only when grass plants are  
actively growing. 

Summer weather puts your lawn 
through quite a bit of stress. Growth will 
be slower, the vibrant green colour may 
fade, and your lawn may show signs of 
wear and tear as the summer months 
progress. Following the above summer 
lawn stress remedies will help you  
gently care for your lawn, and  
prevent significant lawn damage as the  
summer temperatures rise. 

For more information on summer lawn 
care tips contact your local Weed Man 
professional or visit our website, 

www.weedmancanada.com

Gardening News 2017 draft.indd   25 2017-03-09   11:00 AM



gardening news – 26 

Multiple Stake Quoits, also known as
 Hoopla, is a game that has a long 
history and there are many variations 
of how you can play this game. This
is a game of skill that involves 
throwing rings made of rubber, rope 
or metal over or near a spike, basically
a ring toss game. The object of the 
game is to toss a ring over a stake, or
 close to a stake, that is stuck in the 
ground to earn points. A  It will take multiple rounds for someone to win the game. A 
“ringer” is when the ring lands perfectly on the stake and is worth 2 points, unless the 
opposing player throws a ringer. In that case neither player earns a point. You can also 
earn 1 point for every ring that is close to the stake than your opponents. The winner 
of the game is the player that earns 21 points first. 

Cornhole 
Cornhole is fun for all ages and any 
type of gathering from an afternoon 
with your toddler in the yard to a 
backyard wedding.  It has become 
increasingly popular at outdoor  
festivals in recent years.  It is very 
easy to make on your own, all you 
need is some wood and some  
beanbags and there are abundant 
plans to build your own online.  
Object of the game is to get as many 
beanbags of your colour into the 
hole.

Multiple Stake Quoits

Croquet
Croquet is a traditional
lawn game that involves 
hitting plastic or wooden 
balls with a mallet through
hoops, called wickets,
 that are embedded in
 the grass. To play 
croquet, you will need 
mallets (for striking the
 ball), balls, wickets, 
and stakes. To begin you must set up your course with your wickets by 
placing them in a double diamond formation - with the starting stake at one 
end of the yard and the turning stake at the other end. Players will choose 
their mallet colour and corresponding ball, the colour will indicate which 
player goes first, and the playing sequence (as shown on the starting stake). 
The object of the game is to hit your ball through the course of six wickets in 
the correct sequence in each direction and finish by hitting the ball against 
the centre peg. The player that completes the course first wins.
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Ladder 
Golf

Bocce Ball
Bocce is an ancient game that has been played for centuries, dating back to 
the ancient Egyptians. Today Bocce is considered a relaxed, competitive way to 
spend an afternoon with friends and family outdoors. 
The object of the game is to roll your bocce balls closer to the jack, or 
Pallino ball than your opponent. Find a smooth flat area on your lawn, your court 
size can be adjusted to suite the size of your lawn and set up your game  
according to your Bocce kit instructions. 

Ladder Golf is a backyard BBQ favorite.  It is played with 2 or more 
players or teams.  Each player has 3 golf ball bolas.  The bola is two golf balls of 
the same colour joined by a nylon rope. The object of the game is to wrap your 
bolas around the three steps of the ladder. Each step has different points.  The goal 
of the opposing players is to try and make as much noise or heckle the player that 
is throwing in orer to throw them off.  Always try to be sporting and kind with your 
heckling!

Tetherball

When in Doubt, Bring 
the indoors out!

Tetherball is a game against 
two players, however you can 
play in teams if there are more 
players. Tetherball requires a 
stationary pole, a rope, and a 
ball. The ball is typically the size, 
weight and feel of a volleyball. 
The game begins when one 
player chooses a side and then serves the ball in the direction that he or she  
chooses (clockwise or counterclockwise). The opposing player then returns the 
serve by hitting the ball in the opposite direction. Each player must take a turn, so 
you can not touch the ball again until the other player takes their turn. The object 
of the game is to hit the ball in such a way that your opponent is unable to alter the 
ball's direction. The game ends when the rope is completely tethered around pole 
and the ball touches.  
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not touch the ball again until the other player takes their turn. The object of the 
game is to hit the ball in such a way that your opponent is unable to alter the ball's 
direction. The game ends when the rope is completely tethered around pole and 
the ball touches.  

Gardening News 2017 draft.indd   29 2017-03-09   8:34 AM



gardening news – 30 

National Phone Directory
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Abbotsford (604) 854-8712
Chilliwack  (604) 795-4600
Courtenay       (877) 612-5100
Kelowna  (250) 769-3959
Maple Ridge (604) 591-5100
Nanaimo  (877) 612-5100
Richmond  (604) 591-5100
Sidney  (250) 652-6868
Squamish  (604) 815-6802
Sunshine Coast (604) 885-4448
Surrey  (604) 591-5100
Vancouver  (604) 591-5100
Victoria  (250) 652-6868
West Kootenay (888) 511-9331
West Vancouver (604) 921-6283

ALBERTA
Calgary   (403) 243-5770
Edmonton  (780) 414-8899

SASKATCHEWAN
Prince Albert (306) 763-0003
Regina  (306) 352-8451
Saskatoon  (306) 242-2128

MANITOBA
Brandon  (204) 728-9333
Steinbach  (204) 326-6677
Winnipeg  (204) 669-9333

ONTARIO
Ajax  (416) 269-8333
Alliston  (705) 435-4967
Barrie  (705) 721-9333
Belleville  (613) 962-2210
Brampton  (416) 269-8333
Brantford  (519) 753-7915
Brockville  (613) 342-5091
Burlington  (905) 639-4300
Cambridge  (519) 746-8333
Chatham  (519) 351-9223
Collingwood  (705) 428-9333
Cornwall  (613) 933-1221
Etobicoke  (416) 269-8333
Exeter  (866) 989-0399
Fort Erie / 
Port Colborne (866) 989-0399
Georgetown (866) 407-9333
Goderich  (519) 524-2424

You can also locate your Weed Man Professional by visiting our website, www.weedmancanada.com
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TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE

PROBLEM SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS REMEDIES

Lack of water  
or drought stress.

The lawn turns silvery blue in 
patches and if not watered soon 
will turn brown. The grass does not 
spring back after being stepped on 
and your footprints remain clearly 
visible.

Water your lawn as soon as possible.  
At least 2 inches the first time and again 
within a couple of days until the soil is 
again moist.

Insect Damage

Often mistaken for drought, but  
the lawn does not recover after it  
is watered. The damage shows up  
as yellow then brown patches.

Give Weed Man a call. One of our service 
representatives will inspect your lawn at no 
extra charge and diagnose the problem.

Ants or Ant Hills
This may be a nuisance, but ants  
do not harm the grass specifically.

If ants are becoming a problem, call Weed 
Man, we can help reduce the populations.

Mushrooms

Mushrooms may not look good,  
but they do not damage the turf.

Remove the mushrooms by hand, with 
a mower or a stiff rake. Where practical, 
carefully dig up and destroy the organic 
debris that supports the growth of 
mushrooms.

Turf Diseases

Often mistaken for drought or 
insect damage or even burns.

Give Weed Man a call as soon as you 
can. One of our service representatives 
will inspect your lawn at no extra charge 
to diagnose the problem and make 
recommendations on the fly.
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National Phone Directory
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Abbotsford (604) 854-8712
Chilliwack  (604) 795-4600
Courtenay       (877) 612-5100
Kelowna  (250) 769-3959
Maple Ridge (604) 591-5100
Nanaimo  (877) 612-5100
Richmond  (604) 591-5100
Sidney  (250) 652-6868
Squamish  (604) 815-6802
Sunshine Coast (604) 885-4448
Surrey  (604) 591-5100
Vancouver  (604) 591-5100
Victoria  (250) 652-6868
West Kootenay (888) 511-9331
West Vancouver (604) 921-6283

ALBERTA
Calgary   (403) 243-5770
Edmonton  (780) 414-8899

SASKATCHEWAN
Prince Albert (306) 763-0003
Regina  (306) 352-8451
Saskatoon  (306) 242-2128

MANITOBA
Brandon  (204) 728-9333
Steinbach  (204) 326-6677
Winnipeg  (204) 669-9333

ONTARIO
Ajax  (416) 269-8333
Alliston  (705) 435-4967
Barrie  (705) 721-9333
Belleville  (613) 962-2210
Brampton  (416) 269-8333
Brantford  (519) 753-7915
Brockville  (613) 342-5091
Burlington  (905) 639-4300
Cambridge  (519) 746-8333
Chatham  (519) 351-9223
Collingwood  (705) 428-9333
Cornwall  (613) 933-1221
Etobicoke  (416) 269-8333
Exeter  (866) 989-0399
Fort Erie / 
Port Colborne (866) 989-0399
Georgetown (866) 407-9333
Goderich  (519) 524-2424

Guelph  (866) 989-0399
Hamilton  (905) 561-2259
Hanover  (519) 364-5152
Huntsville  (705) 789-2217     
Innis�l  (705) 436-4733
Kingston  (613) 542-1915
Kitchener / Waterloo (519) 746-8333
Lindsay  (705) 324-8900
Listowel  (519) 343-2227
London  (866) 989-0399
Markham  (416) 269-8333
Midland  (705) 526-5977
Milton  (905) 827-1441
Mississauga West (905) 823-8300
Mississauga East (416) 269-8333
Muskoka  (705) 645-5944
Newmarket (866) 407-9333
Niagara Falls / 
Welland  (866) 989-0399
North Bay  (705) 474-9333
Oakville  (905) 827-1441
Orangeville (519) 941-5610
Orilla  (705) 326-2727
Oshawa  (866) 407-9333
Ottawa  (613) 746-0883
Owen Sound (519) 376-9331
Pembroke  (613) 638-9333
Peterborough (705) 743-9333
Pickering  (416) 269-8333
Picton  (613) 476-3065
Port Elgin  (519) 832-9330
Port Hope / 
Cobourg  (905) 885-2965
Richmond Hill (416) 269-8333
St.Catharines (905) 641-3131
St.�omas  (866) 989-0399
Sarnia  (519) 336-4221
Sault Ste. Marie (705) 945-9975
Scarborough (416) 269-8333
Simcoe  (519) 753-7915
Smiths Falls (613) 269-4451
Stratford  (866) 989-0399
Sudbury  (705) 682-4646
�under Bay (807) 939-2515
Timmins  (705) 264-9333
Toronto  (416) 510-0777
Trenton  (613) 962-2210
Uxbridge  (416) 269-8333
Vaughan  (416) 269-8333
Waterdown (866) 989-0399
Whitby  (866) 407-9333  
Windsor   (866) 989-0399
Woodstock (866) 989-0399

You can also locate your Weed Man Professional by visiting our website, www.weedmancanada.com

QUEBEC
Baie-Comeau (418) 589-0552
Beauce (418) 397-5455
Chicoutimi (418) 548-3329
Joliette (450) 755-7667
Laurentides (450) 432-3299
Levis  (418) 835-1454
Matane (418) 566-4301
Montmagny (418) 248-7970
Montreal  (514) 337-1222
Rimouski (418) 724-6066
Rouyn-Noranda (819) 797-3707
Sept-lles (418) 962-5111
Sherbrooke (819) 823-9913
St-Jerome  (450) 432-3299
Trois-Rivieres (819) 693-6653
Victoriaville (819) 751-2646

NEW BRUNSWICK 
Bathurst/Miramichi (506) 773-7733
Edmundston (506) 737-1400
Fredericton (506) 457-1954
Moncton  (506) 387-7077
Saint John   (506) 636-9333

NOVA SCOTIA 
Amherst (902) 667-9333
Antigonish  (902) 863-3515
Bridgewater (902) 543-1911
Cape Breton (902) 849-2080
Halifax (902) 468-9333
Kentville (902) 679-1340
New Glasgow (902) 755-9333
Truro (902) 895-9333

P.E.I.  (902) 368-9333
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TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE

PROBLEM SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS REMEDIES

Lack of water  
or drought stress.

The lawn turns silvery blue in 
patches and if not watered soon 
will turn brown. The grass does not 
spring back after being stepped on 
and your footprints remain clearly 
visible.

Water your lawn as soon as possible.  
At least 2 inches the first time and again 
within a couple of days until the soil is 
again moist.

Insect Damage

Often mistaken for drought, but  
the lawn does not recover after it  
is watered. The damage shows up  
as yellow then brown patches.

Give Weed Man a call. One of our service 
representatives will inspect your lawn at no 
extra charge and diagnose the problem.

Ants or Ant Hills
This may be a nuisance, but ants  
do not harm the grass specifically.

If ants are becoming a problem, call Weed 
Man, we can help reduce the populations.

Mushrooms

Mushrooms may not look good,  
but they do not damage the turf.

Remove the mushrooms by hand, with 
a mower or a stiff rake. Where practical, 
carefully dig up and destroy the organic 
debris that supports the growth of 
mushrooms.

Turf Diseases

Often mistaken for drought or 
insect damage or even burns.

Give Weed Man a call as soon as you 
can. One of our service representatives 
will inspect your lawn at no extra charge 
to diagnose the problem and make 
recommendations on the fly.
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Visit WeedManCanada.com  
for additional services, support and consultation.

Get advice on services to keep your lawn looking its best.
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Your lawn has a 
new best friend.
Your lawn has a 
new best friend.
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