
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Municipal pesticide bylaws aren’t based on safety of lawn and garden treatments, 
they’re based on whether ‘synthetic chemicals’ are used. (Black Press files) 

 
 
 
B.C. VIEWS: Polluted logic plagues pesticide bylaws 
 
Silent Spring-inspired prejudice against ‘synthetic chemicals’ still rules 
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Chances are your community has a bylaw that restricts the use of “chemical 
pesticides” on public and private lands, including your lawn and garden. 
 
 

 
 
 
I’ll use the District of Saanich bylaw as an example of what B.C.’s environmentally 
conscious municipal governments impose on their citizens. Passed in 2010, this 10-
page bylaw includes most of the modern notions about what is good and bad in 
managing plants and their pests. And much of it is politically correct rubbish.   
 
The district’s web page lists a sprinkling of permitted pesticides, including vinegar, 
corn gluten meal, insecticidal or herbicidal soaps and mineral oils. It includes advice 
on making your lawn smaller because “no mowing means no lawnmowers.” In 
short, it is a hippie’s dream of a low-technology, natural world.   
 
It gives a hit list of restricted pesticides, led of course by glyphosate (Roundup) and 
2,4-D (Weed ’n’ Feed or Killex are common brands). The bylaw defines restricted 
pesticides in general as “traditional products containing synthetic chemicals.”   
 
The text of the bylaw invokes the “precautionary principle,” which means actual 
evidence of harm isn’t necessary for restrictions to be imposed. It includes strict 



descriptions of signs to be posted for any allowable application, and fines up to 
$10,000 for violating the detailed terms.   
 
The bylaw warns of the allegedly urgent need to reduce the “cumulative chemical 
load” in the natural environment. Setting aside the obvious point that all matter in 
the known universe is made of chemicals, one of the key features of products like 
Roundup is that they break down quickly.   
 
This is why glyphosate was re-licensed in November for continued use in the 
European Union, where cultural battles over “chemicals” make B.C.’s precious 
protests seem calm and reasonable. This issue resonates with folks who buy 
homeopathic remedies containing zero active ingredient, or believe they need an 
occasional “cleanse” to aid their kidney and liver function.   
 
The idea that “synthetic chemicals” are by definition the problem is one of the most 
damaging myths. Do you recall the most recent contaminated food scare? Romaine 
lettuce from California was pulled off store shelves after dozens of people became 
ill and two died after eating it in December.   
 
The culprit in this case was E. coli, which Health Canada defines as bacteria that 
“live naturally in the intestines of cattle, poultry and other animals.” Leafy greens 
can be contaminated by soil, inadequately composted manure, or improper 
handling and storing after harvest.   
 
The last time I wrote on this topic, a reader demanded to know whether I have read 
Silent Spring, Rachel Carson’s iconic anti-DDT book that is credited with sparking the 
modern environmental movement.   
 
I’ll come clean. No, I haven’t read this 55-year-old book, which was quietly but 
thoroughly debunked after decades of uncritical public and media belief.   
 
That religious faith changed with a 2012 critique by 11 scientific authors, called 
Silent Spring at 50: The False Crises of Rachel Carson. It destroys many of her key 
conclusions, particularly the title’s claim that DDT was behind a collapse of 
American bird populations.   
 
“Far from being on the verge of collapse, American bird populations were, by and 
large, increasing at the time of Silent Spring’s publication,” the authors write. 



“Although Carson was active in the Audubon Society, she ignored Audubon’s annual 
bird count, which had long been the best single source on bird population.”   
 
Carson also ignored the millions of human lives saved from malaria death by DDT, 
misrepresented rising cancer deaths that were mainly due to smoking and people 
living longer, and overstated the safety and effectiveness of “natural” pest control 
using predator insects.   
 
Tom Fletcher is B.C. legislature reporter and columnist for Black Press. Email: 
tfletcher@blackpress.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
NORAHG Response 
 
MUNICIPAL PROHIBITIONS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA ARE DISMAL 
FAILURES ! 
 
A major study of British Columbia’s anti-pesticide by-laws has concluded that municipal 
prohibitions are DISMAL FAILURES.  This is because municipal officials are now 
circumventing their own prohibitions by taking advantage of EXCEPTION STATUSES 
that they have conveniently inserted in their by-laws.  Municipal prohibitions have 
provided inconsistent and unfair EXCEPTION STATUSES for invasive weeds & 
destructive insects  ―  for municipal properties and even residential homes  ―  but 
NOT for lawn care businesses.  Consequently, municipal prohibitions have annihilated 
legitimate & tax-paying businesses that operate in the professional lawn care industry.  
These businesses CANNOT afford the hardship & the cost of this #@!!% prohibition 
nonsense !  Once any prohibition is adopted, local businesses are expected to disappear 
into oblivion within 2 or 3 years, and vast numbers of workers are expected to become 
unemployed.  Additionally, for those residents with the same pest problems on their 
home properties, they may be shжt-outta-luck relying on ANY exception.  Without 
conventional pest control products, home properties have become pest-infested & 
dangerous garbage dumps because it is impossible to control invasive weeds & 
destructive insects by using so-called green alternative pesticides & practices.  Municipal 
prohibitions have led to catastrophic pest carnage for tens of thousands of destroyed & 
ravaged properties every single year.  British Columbia’s municipal EXCEPTION 
STATUSES represent the best examples of the failures, the ridiculousness, and the 
destructiveness of their anti-pesticide prohibitions.  Municipal prohibitions have been 
disgustingly arbitrary in their flagrant discrimination against professional lawn care 
businesses & home properties !  In order to be consistent & fair, there should be NO 



#@!!% EXCEPTION STATUSES whatsoever !   The results of this major study of British 
Columbia’s anti-pesticide by-laws now includes  ...  Gibsons, Golden, and Kamloops.   
 
 
For more information, please explore the following links  ... 
 
 
√ -- Municipal Prohibition Failures In British Columbia -- Gibsons -- Golden -- Kamloops -- BLOG 

 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/12/24/municipal-prohibition-failures-in-british-columbia-part-6-of-12-gibsons-golden-kamloops-2017-12-24/ 

 
 

√ -- The Media Library Of Municipal Prohibition Failures In British Columbia -- WEB-PAGE 
 

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/carnage-bc-prohibition-failures-blogs/ 

 
 
WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT PROHIBITIONS FROM AN 
INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 
 
We will add more comments to Mr Fletcher's article.  We are the National Organization 
Responding Against HUJE that conspire to destroy the Green space and other industries 
( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit and independent organization, we are environmentalists 
who are dedicated to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatжcs ( HUJE 
) who conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on the use of safe and 
effective conventional pest control products.  We also report on the work of several 
highly-rated leading experts who have recognized expertise, training, and background 
in matters concerning pest control products, and who promote environmental realism 
and pesticide truths.  We dare to defy the pesticide-hating fanatжcs by exploring the 
whole truth from an independent perspective on The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   ...   
http://pesticidetruths.com/   WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    
 
 


