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Honeybee numbers and production appear to be rebounding. Photo: Thinkstock 
 
 



Steps taken to protect honeybees from crop protection products appear to be working. 
 
The number of honeybee colonies and their level of production has been rising since 2013, 
according to testimony to the Senate agriculture committee. 
 
Andrea Johnson, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) director general of sector 
development told the committee the most recently available numbers are encouraging. 
 
“Canada’s 8,533 beekeepers produced 95.3 million pounds of honey in 2015, up 11 per cent 
from 2014,” Johnson said. “This represents a value of over $232 million.” 
 
She added the total economic contribution of honeybee pollination is thought to range from 
$3.15 billion to $4.39 billion annually. 
 
The total number of honeybee colonies in Canada reached 721,000 in 2015, which represents a 
3.6 per cent increase over 2014 and is nine per cent higher than the previous five-year average 
population, she added. There was no information on the state of wild bee species and other 
pollinators. 
 
Scott Kirby, director of environmental evaluation at Health Canada’s Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA), said mitigation measures implemented in 2014 have been effective 
in reducing bee mortality. 
 
“The number of incidents reported during the planting periods of 2014 and 2015 decreased by 
approximately 70 per cent and 80 per cent respectively from the numbers reported in 2013, 
which is a significant improvement,” he said. “Reports from the 2016 planting season indicate 
that the positive trend we’ve observed in the past two years has continued.” 
 
As for three neonic insecticides that are usually portrayed as the villains in bee deaths, Kirby said 
a preliminary assessment for imidacloprid found no significant risks for honeybees were 
identified. 
 
 “Re-evaluation of other health and environment aspects of imidacloprid is ongoing and we 
expect to publish these findings later this year,” he noted. “Pollinator assessments for 
clothianidin and thiamethoxam will follow in 2017. These re-evaluations continue to be a 
priority to the PMRA, and we will continue to consult on decisions with all stakeholders.” 
 
He added that bee health is a complex issue and more work is required to understand all the 
factors which contribute to periodic increases in mortality. To that end the government is 
working with national and international organizations “to generate the knowledge we need to 
protect the long-term health of bee populations in Canada and worldwide.” 
 
Johnson said that a Bee Health Roundtable set up by Agriculture Canada has widespread 
membership that recognizes “that bee health requires a long-term, multi-faceted commitment of 
time, co-ordination and resources.” 
 



It has working groups “addressing research, pollinator habitat and surroundings, varroa mite 
control, reduction of pesticide exposure, honeybee nutrition, best management practices and 
communications.” 
 
Among the projects it has completed are “national best management practices, integrating 
regional approaches where appropriate in a format ready for distribution to beekeepers. This will 
be published and shared with stakeholders in the coming weeks.” 
 
A nutrition working group is engaged with partners in a major U.S. international bee nutrition 
research effort to ensure that Canadian perspectives and issues are addressed, she added. 
 
Agriculture Canada has beefed up its bee research capacity, noted Stephen Pernal from the 
Beaverlodge Research Farm. It is working on honeybee issues such as detecting and treating 
colonies infected with Nosema ceranae, a newly introduced parasite associated with higher rates 
of colony losses. “In addition, we are developing techniques to disinfect beekeeping equipment 
exposed to this pest and methods to detect products used for its treatment that may persist in 
beehives. 
 
“We are also continuing to analyze samples from agriculture pesticide residues in honey, pollen 
and beeswax throughout Alberta. Moreover, we are examining concentrations of products 
currently registered for the control of diseases or mites of honeybees that may also accumulate in 
these matrices.” 
 
 
 
NORAHG Response 
 

BEE-KEEPERS ARE KILLING THEIR OWN BEES ! 
 
The alleged losses of bees are, in fact, the fault of the bee-keepers and their 
mis-management practices.  The bee-keepers themselves are clearly 
responsible since they are often unable or unwilling or not skilled enough to 
mitigate the real issues that harm bees, such as starvation, transportation, 
weak colonies, fungal infections, and mite infestations.  STARVATION is 
biggest single cause of bee losses !  For example, in jurisdictions like 
Ontario, during winter, bee-keepers are KILLING THEIR OWN BEES BY 
STARVATION, followed by WEAK COLONIES IN THE FALL, and POOR 
QUEENS.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-97E   Additionally, bee-keepers are 
KILLING EVEN MORE OF THEIR BEES BY TRUCK ACCIDENTS !   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-8RT   Bee-keepers are not just STARVING their bees 
to death, they are also KILLING THEIR OWN BEES WITH INEPT 
TRANSPORTATION.  Some bee-keepers have NO idea what they are doing, 
leading some observers to conclude that bee-keepers may NOT be 
competent to raise bees.  Why are only a very limited number of bee-
keepers affected ?!?!  Why don’t government inspectors and specialists 



investigate the killing of bees by bee-keepers ?!?!  Bee-keepers prefer to 
remain unproficient at bee-keeping, and expect the government to shower 
them with vast sums of unjustifiable compensation.   
http://tinyurl.com/l8odbpc   http://wp.me/p1jq40-77N    
http://wp.me/p1jq40-7VI    
 
√  FACT   ―   Bee-Keepers are HARMING bees, and NOT Neonicotinoid 
Insecticides   ―   Bee Colony Collapse Disorder is the FAULT of Bee-Keepers 
and their MIS-MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/bee-colony-collapse-disorder/ 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/09/23/neonicotinoid-insecticides-are-not-killing-bees-bee-keepers-are-lying-sacks-of-anti-pesticide-
cwap-they-are-killing-their-own-bees-randy-oliver-2013-09-02/ 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/07/29/bee-keepers-are-harming-bees-and-not-neonicotinoid-insecticides-varroa-mites-are-the-
primary-problem-2013-07-09/ 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/10/17/whats-killing-the-bees-bees-are-being-harmed-by-bee-keepers-using-illegal-products-2013-
10-16/ 

 
√  FACT   ―   Bee-Keepers are WRONG about Neonicotinoid Insecticides 
since the weight of the scientific evidence clearly shows that they represent 
a SLIM RISK OF HARM from applications used by the Agriculture Industry. 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/01/14/there-is-no-bee-crisis-regulatory-reviews-show-that-there-is-a-slim-risk-to-bees-from-
neonicotinoid-insecticides-2016-01-06/ 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/05/23/bee-colony-collapse-disorder-chemo-phobic-anti-pesticide-groups-want-to-prohibit-
neonicotinoid-insecticides-paul-k-driessen-bee-keepers-harm-bees-and-not-pesticides-2013-05-20-13/ 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Force-Of-Nature-Myth-BUSTING-Bee-Colony-Collapse-Disorder-2012-12-20-
LIAR-Neonicotinoids-Are-Not-Killing-Bees-pdf.pdf 

 
√  FACT   ―  Hazardous Exposures of Bees to Neonicotinoid Insecticides Are 
Not Likely to Occur in a Real-Life Setting. 
 
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/08/16/there-is-no-bee-crisis-in-washington-state-hazardous-exposures-of-bees-to-neonicotinoid-
insecticides-are-not-likely-to-occur-in-a-real-life-setting-dr-allan-s-felsot-2016-08-16/ 

 
 
WE SPEAK THE TRUTH ABOUT NEONICOTINOID INSECTICIDES ! 
 
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about Truth-Challenged Pesticide-Hating Fanatics who conspire 
to destroy businesses that are dependent on their use of conventional pest 
control products.  We also report on the work of Respected and Highly-Rated 
Experts who promote Environmental Realism and Pesticide Truths.   



http://wp.me/p1jq40-8DV   If you wish to receive free reports on issues that 
concern you, please contact us at   ...   force.of.de.nature@gmail.com   We 
Dare To Defy The Pesticide-Hating Fanatics By Exploring The Whole Truth 
From An Independent Perspective On The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   ...   
http://pesticidetruths.com/   WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    
 
 
 


