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Opinion Poll
Who will you support for

mayor of Kelowna on Nov.
19?

 Ken Chung

 Cal Condy

 Walter  Gray

 Kim Ouelette

 Sharon Shepherd

William R. Bennett Bridge

Vernon parent wins pesticide fight
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It took more than 10 years but Kerry Bokenfohr is now celebrating the Vernon
School District‘s decision to stop using pesticides to control dandelions and
other "cosmetic pests" on school properties.
"It‘s taken a long time but we are very happy," said Bokenfohr, a parent of two
school-aged children, on Monday.
When the Vernon resident was pregnant with her now-10-year-old daughter, she
would meet a group of moms at different playgrounds around Vernon.
"We began to notice there were signs everywhere notifying us that pesticides
had been applied. We began to ask questions, organized a group (Parents for
Healthy Playspaces), attended school board and city meetings, and essentially
were ignored," she said, in spite of collecting a 1,000-name petition about eight
years ago.
In 2009, someone suggested they try West Coast Environmental Law, which
offers legal-aid services to those involved in an environmental conflict.
Parents received a $2,928 grant from WCEL‘s Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund and hired lawyer Richard Overstall to help them
develop a legal strategy. 
Until  2009, the district controlled pests under a pest management plan that allowed it to spray Par III Turf Herbicide Solution and other
pesticides.
Overstall discovered concerned parents had few options under the province‘s Integrated Pest Management Act, but a section of the
School Act offered hope: "If a decision of an employee of a board significantly affects the education, health or safety of a student, the
parent of the student or the student may ... appeal that decision to the board."
So in July 2009, Overstall filed an appeal of the district maintenance supervisor‘s use of Par III. 
After some initial confusion about what was involved in an appeal, parents received a district letter in November 2009 offering a one-
year moratorium on pesticide use on school grounds while a sub-committee appointed by the school district re-examined the pesticide
use policy.
Parents agreed to suspend their appeal and Bokenfohr was appointed as the parents‘ representative on the sub-committee which
ultimately recommended amending the school district policies to eliminate cosmetic pesticide use.
On June 21, trustees amended the policy, but the new policy was only publicly released last week when it was posted on the district‘s
website. The policy also represents a dramatic scaling back of the use of pesticides at schools for other purposes.
On its website, West Coast Environmental Law says it "believes that the law is society‘s most powerful tool in protecting B.C.‘s
environment. Most importantly, the law is a tool that can be used by anyone, anywhere to protect his or her community and to become a
champion for the environment."
For 20 years, WCEL‘s Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund has allowed individuals and community groups to hire lawyers and
experts to help them protect the environment in negotiations, mediation, in court or before government tribunals. The fund is currently
dispersing $200,000 a year.

SIDEBAR:
Reminiscent of a TV pharmaceutical drug commercial, the Par III pesticide label advises: 
"This product may cause severe irritation to the eyes, and irritation to the skin and mucous membranes. Symptoms of overexposure to
this product may include coughing, burning, dizziness or temporary loss of muscle co-ordination, muscle weakness, loss of appetite,
weight loss, vomiting, decreased heart rate, shortness of breath, excitement, tenseness, depression, incontinence, cyanosis, muscle
spasms, exhaustion and loss of voice. Other possible effects of overexposure include fatigue, muscle weakness or nausea." 
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