
 

 
 
 
 

Edmonton woman doesn’t feel safe on her 
own property because of neighbour’s pesticide 
use 
  
  

BY TYLER DAWSON, EDMONTON JOURNAL JUNE 18, 2014 1:34 PM 
  

10 
  

 STORY 

 PHOTOS ( 3 ) 

  



 
  
Sheryl McCumsey believes her shrub was damaged by her neighbour’s use of pesticides. 
Photograph by: Bruce Edwards , Edmonton Journal 

If a pesticide or herbicide used on a neighbouring lawn drifts over property lines, there is 
little the City of Edmonton can do to prevent it, even if it causes damage to plants and 
gardens. 

“It’s not within the city’s mandate at this time, nor do we have in the bylaw enforcement 
area the expertise to be able to properly regulate these pesticides,” said Ryan 
Pleckaitis, director of complaints and investigations with the city. 

The use of so-called “cosmetic” herbicides, which are used to kill undesirable plants 
such as dandelions, are heavily regulated in other parts of the country, such as Ontario, 
which instituted a sweeping ban that came into effect in 2009. This means that many 
products commonly available in Alberta, such as Roundup, Killex and Weedout are not 
available to homeowners. There are, however, exceptions carved out for businesses 
such as golf courses. 

The purpose of that ban is “to protect Ontario families from unnecessary exposure to 
toxic chemicals,” says the Ontario environment ministry. 



Coun. Ben Henderson said that it’s “very problematic” that so little can be done here in 
Edmonton. 

“I put a motion on the table to see if there was something we could do to explore to help 
in this kind of situation and it didn’t pass,” Henderson said. “It’s one thing for you to 
make choices on your own property, it’s another one when that begins to affect 
neighbours, particularly when there’s health concerns involved.” 

And there are those who have concerns, such as the Canadian Cancer Society. 

“Because of their potential for harm and because cosmetic pesticides do not provide 
any health benefits, we propose that municipal and provincial governments implement 
policies to ban their sale and use,” their website says. 

Sheryl McCumsey, who lives in the Hardisty neighbourhood with her family, has 
rerouted the ducting on her home so that the air intake won’t suck up nearby herbicide 
spray. 

“I do not feel safe on my own property and do not know when I may be ‘touching’ 
pesticide that has just been recently applied to my own property,” McCumsey said. 

If there is damage to property — McCumsey said her plants have been killed — one of 
the few options available is the city’s remediation process. 

“We make referrals on an ongoing basis to deal with issues that are outside the scope 
of bylaws in the city,” Pleckaitis said. 

Another option available is civil litigation, said Lewis Klar, a professor emeritus in the 
law faculty at the University of Alberta. 

“There’s an action in nuisance for dealing with when what one person is doing on their 
land is interfering with use and enjoyment of their neighbour’s land,” Klar said. “This is 
not a cut-and-dry matter, but clearly this is a possibility.” 

There are some restrictions on pesticide use, namely, what products are available are 
regulated by Health Canada. Any provincial guidelines would also apply, although 
spokeswoman Carrie Sancartier said that regulations are not specific enough to apply to 
homes, beyond restrictions on product type. 



“We regulate what kind of things they can use, but we don’t regulate specific 
properties,” Sancartier said. “Anywhere around a daycare or a school would require a 
professional applicator or a registered applicator who had gone through one of our 
programs.” 

The province does have a hotline that Albertans can call, but it’s only for tips about 
banned product use. 

“If somebody’s using a legal pesticide and their neighbour doesn’t like it, then ... there’s 
no breaking of our regulation in that case,” Sancartier said. 

What McCumsey wants is for the city to introduce a complete ban on chemicals used 
for beautification purposes. 

This past March, she and a group of people went to the city to ask for bylaws regulating 
non-essential pesticide use. They found little enthusiasm among councillors there. 

“Honestly, unless it’s a necessity, I don’t think we should use any chemicals,” she said. 
“There are alternatives out there.” 

tdawson@edmontonjournal.com 

Twitter.com/tylerrdawson 

Herbicide facts 

There are dozens of municipalities that prohibit cosmetic pesticide use and some 
provinces do, too. 

Ontario, which has a wide-ranging ban, prohibits some of the most common herbicides. 

Some products that are banned in other provinces: 

Killex 

Weedout 

Roundup 

Exceptions are built into the legislation for harmful plants and pests and for golf courses. 



While Alberta has no overall ban on pesticides, weed and feed varieties, which combine 
fertilizer and herbicide, have been banned since 2010. 
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Norah G Fon 

NORAHG RESPONDS TO THE MOCK-CONCERN OF McCUMSEY 
 
Sheryl McCumsey is a non-expert anti-pesticide activist who attempts coerce and terrorize government officials and 
the public into believing her fact-less fear-mongering against pest control products. McCumsey is a mere student in 
massage therapy and footwear, and has absolutely no training, expertise, or background in matters concerning pest 
control products. Her opinions carry no credibility and are worthless. McCumsey spreads needless hysteria, fear, 
paranoia, and terror against pest control products by falsely alleging that she and her daughter somehow become 
sick whenever a neighbour uses them. McCumsey has even been terrorizing her neighbours for seven years 
because of her mock-fear about pest control products applied to their properties. McCumsey conspires to recklessly 
and arbitrarily prohibit against pest control products used in the urban landscape, and, consequently, seeks to 
destroy legitimate and tax-paying businesses operating in the professional lawn care industry. McCumsey neglects to 
mention that there are real trends against prohibition across North America, with dozens of jurisdictions that are 
stopping or rescinding or limiting anti-pesticide prohibition, or granting professional lawn care businesses with an 
exception status. http://wp.me/P1jq40-1JO http://wp.me/p1jq40-6h1 McCumsey conveniently forgets that pest control 
products are scientifically-safe, and will not cause harm to people, animals, or the environment. http://wp.me/p1jq40-
7HR There is not one known illness or death from the proper use of pest control products used in the urban 
landscape. Perhaps if McCumsey were to prioritize her energy to the primary causes of health issues, such as life-
style choices, lives would be saved. More information about McCumsey can be found at the following links … 
mccumseyreport1 mccumseyreport2 NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to 
harm the Green space industry. WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G. Get the latest details at The Pesticide 
Truths Web-Site http://pesticidetruths.com/ and go to The Complete Library Of Web-Pages, Reports, & References 
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr  
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Deborah Lacerte · Edmonton, Alberta 

As an avid Gardener and supporter of environmental stewardship, I try to use as little chemicals in my yard as 
possible. That being said, some weeds cannot be controlled without the use of herbicide.  
 
For example, Thistle. Because of it's extensive networked root system, you can dig out the weeds until the cows 
come home but it will not rid you of this problem weed and this weed grows FAST! You can dig out all your Thistle 
and in less than 2 or 3 days, it is popping up again. The only thing to work is Roundup because it delivers the 
chemical to the "root" of the problem and kills it. To make matters worse, I have one neighbor whose ENTIRE yard is 
Thistle and they do NOTHING about it so it keeps coming back to my yard, again and again even with treatment by 
Roundup.  
 
And if you want to talk about the ugly, freaking Dandelions, our own city does not even control them in ANY way so 
how is anybody else supposed to keep their yard Dandelion free without the use of Killex? I cannot spend 1 - 2 hours 
EVERY day just pulling weeds and I doubt everyone else in the city can either. 
 
If the city wants to go ahead and fully enforce and execute a crackdown on homeowners for their out-of-control 
weeds AND the city takes control of all of their own weeds, then maybe I would be happy to ban these chemicals, but 
until then I will continue to use them as needed. 

Reply · Like · 4 · 2 hours ago 
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Jack DeRoo ·  Top Commenter 

If it's one of the Thistle vaireties that's on the noxious weed list, you can fill out the online form or call 311 to have the 
city order them removed/dealt with. See the cities website for the noxious weed list. 
The farm chemical Lontrell is probably the best for taking out Thistle, but is not available at a retail level. Bonus would 
be it won't kill your lawn like roundup does. 

Reply · Like · 1 · about an hour ago 

  

Jack DeRoo ·  Top Commenter 

If you read the labels, you should not be applying so much chemical that your neighbour needs to reroute their air 
ducts - something isn't accurate here. 
Second, let's say your property is covered in dandylions. You do one broadcast application to the lawn, which will get 
the majority, then spot spray for any new weeds that arise. Again, no need to spray so much that the neighbour thinks 
you're out to get them. 
 
I stress again that the facts don't add up. Either the neighbour is intentionally spraying the property or there is some 
hyperbole on the part of the homeowner in the article. Looking at the photos, the evergreens could have been 
harmed by the winter we just had (freeze thaw cycles), the tomatoes weren't all damaged and there are more then a 
few underground items that will eat carrots.  
I would suggest a little bit more investigation on the part of the reporter is needed. 



Reply · Like · 4 · 3 hours ago 

  

Addison Babcock ·  Top Commenter 

If you don't want your neighbours using pesticides feel free to pull the weeds on your own. Otherwise it's time to calm 
down with the knee jerking.  
 
Rerouting your air ducts? Come on that's just being ridiculous. 

Reply · Like · 3 · 2 hours ago 
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Jack DeRoo ·  Top Commenter 

I agree - something doesn't add up here when the person is rerouting air ducts. There's more to this story. 

Reply · Like · about an hour ago 

  

Chris Donahue ·  Top Commenter 

Sheesh... What else is there to complain about?? 
Paranoia! 

Reply · Like · 2 · 3 hours ago 

  

Bruce Sullivan ·  Top Commenter · Retired at The Dow Chemical Company 

Worms in the carrots winter kill on the shrubs and frost on the tomato's really don't see how that justifies a herbicide 
ban. 

Reply · Like · 1 · about an hour ago 



  

Norah G Fon 

NORAHG RESPONDS TO THE MOCK-CONCERN OF McCUMSEY 
 
Sheryl McCumsey is a non-expert anti-pesticide activist who attempts coerce and terrorize government officials and 
the public into believing her fact-less fear-mongering against pest control products. McCumsey is a mere student in 
massage therapy and footwear, and has absolutely no training, expertise, or background in matters concerning pest 
control products. Her opinions carry no credibility and are worthless. McCumsey spreads needless hysteria, fear, 
paranoia, and terror against pest control products by falsely alleging that she and her daughter somehow become 
sick whenever a neighbour uses them. McCumsey has even been terrorizing her neighbours for seven years 
because of her mock-fear about pest control products applied to their properties. McCumsey conspires to recklessly 
and arbitrarily prohibit against pest control products used in the urban landscape, and, consequently, seeks to 
destroy legitimate and tax-paying businesses operating in the professional lawn care industry. McCumsey neglects to 
mention that there are real trends against prohibition across North America, with dozens of jurisdictions that are 
stopping or rescinding or limiting anti-pesticide prohibition, or granting professional lawn care businesses with an 
exception status. http://wp.me/P1jq40-1JO http://wp.me/p1jq40-6h1 McCumsey conveniently forgets that pest control 
products are scientifically-safe, and will not cause harm to people, animals, or the environment. http://wp.me/p1jq40-
7HR There is not one known illness or death from the proper use of pest control products used in the urban 
landscape. Perhaps if McCumsey were to prioritize her energy to the primary causes of health issues, such as life-
style choices, lives would be saved. More information about McCumsey can be found at the following links … 
mccumseyreport1 mccumseyreport2 NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to 
harm the Green space industry. WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G. Get the latest details at The Pesticide 
Truths Web-Site http://pesticidetruths.com/ and go to The Complete Library Of Web-Pages, Reports, & References 
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr  
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Dana Lee Blackwell · Follow ·  Top Commenter · Yoga Teacher at Art & Mind 

It is a shame that people automatically think this is not a true story. Have you ever smelled the chemicals after they 
have been sprayed? It is disgusting. Now imagine having to smell them every day, knowing that they have been 
linked to disease and cancer. Have some compassion people. Which is more important - no weeds or good health? 

Reply · Like · 4 · Follow Post · 2 hours ago 

o  

Jack DeRoo ·  Top Commenter 

There is no need to spray every day (read the label and/or observe the outcomes after a single spraying) and you'll 
conclude there is more to this story. 



If you know the homeowner, then what is the other side of the story? What did she do to piss her neighbour off so 
badly that they are needlessly spraying very expensive chemical? If what you say is true and she has done nothing, 
then a conversation with a lawyer would have been the correct course of action, not one with a reporter. 

Reply · Like · about an hour ago 

o  

Matthew Jaster · Gaia College 

If people are too lazy to pull up weeds, then don't garden, if you don't want weeds in your lawn, grow clover. Besides, 
a healthy lawn will be weed free, due to the allopathic and matting properties of grass roots killing off competition. 
Grasses are themselves a type of weed. 

Reply · Like · about an hour ago 

  

Joan Pletschet Carlson ·  Top Commenter 

We have a nice lawn connected to our townhouse. The business end of a large screwdriver takes care of any weeds. 

Reply · Like · 2 · Follow Post · 3 hours ago 

  

Trish Emery Statham · Hair Stylist at The First 

I have never met Sheryl personally but have been reading her comments for a while on different groups and I can't 
imagine someone going to that extent to create a false story.  
 
I have personally had the displeasure of breathing pesticides while driving through the city where I live. It burns the 
nose and throat and gives an aftertaste from breathing it in. I also suffered a headache the rest of the day. And that is 
driving by Someone in a full protective suite with a breathing apparatus having the wind blow it right at the cars 
driving by. You can close your windows and your vents but it still gets in. And you have no way to keep your babies 
from breathing it. So please tell me how that is beneficial? Not at all. 

Reply · Like · 1 · Follow Post · about an hour ago 

  



Kristine Kowalchuk ·  Top Commenter · University of Alberta 

Most of the people commenting on this thread need to read Rachel Carson's Silent Spring, and perhaps also ask 
themselves: who profits--the Cross Cancer Society from noting health dangers, or chemical companies who insist 
that herbicides and pesticides are safe? It is incredible how people are so easily and willingly duped. 

Reply · Like · 1 · Follow Post · 2 hours ago 
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Addison Babcock ·  Top Commenter 

CCS never noted any specific health problems. They only stated that the pesticides in question might be harmful, but 
they have no evidence to back it up. Those are very different claims. 

Reply · Like · 2 hours ago 

  

Tim Patrie ·  Top Commenter · NAIT 

“There’s an action in nuisance for dealing with when what one person is doing on their land is interfering with use and 
enjoyment of their neighbour’s land,” Klar said.  
 
The same can be said for those neighbors that like to grow weeds and such in their yards and allowing the seeds to 
cross over into other yards.  
 
Then there is this: 
 
“Because of their potential for harm and because cosmetic pesticides do not provide any health benefits, we propose 
that municipal and provincial governments implement policies to ban their sale and use,” 
 
They want it banned because of the "potential harm and has no health benefits"? The same could be said for ice 
cream. Now maybe if they prove that there is harm that is different. 
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Matthew Jaster · Gaia College 



If people are too lazy to pull up weeds, then don't garden, if you don't want weeds in your lawn, grow clover. Besides, 
a healthy lawn will be weed free, due to the allopathic and matting properties of grass roots killing off competition. 
Grasses are themselves a type of weed 

Reply · Like · about an hour ago 

  

Verdelle Hein · Manager at Healthcare and Rehab Specialties 

Ah come on, the problem with these type of reporting is it restricts our ability to use safe products due to ignorance of 
others. FIrst, was he spraying a pesticide or herbicide, the Journal reporter seems confused? If it was a pesticide she 
has reason for concern. Second, if it was a herbicide, was it Roundup (small concern, as it is inert on contact with 
soil, or was it 24D (Killex), very soluble, certainly a problem in our watershed. This pissing match between neighbors 
should not influence government policy. Did Ontario ban many herbicides, yes, but considering the performance of 
the government, this is hardly a recommendation to do so in Alberta. 

Reply · Like · Follow Post · 50 minutes ago 

  

Joanne David · Follow ·  Top Commenter · Works at Legacy TV Network 

I don't feel safe in my property, that is downwind of a NW wind. Heavy Chain smokers drift poison into my back yard. 
Cannot go outside when they smoke. City of Edmonton has no health policy on any health issue... and they will not 
even meet to discuss these health issues.. I and others have personally written to all counsellors and mayor.. even 
registered letters. No response. They apparently do not believe in communication outside of responding to legal 
action.  

Reply · Like · Follow Post · about an hour ago 

  

Joanne David · Follow ·  Top Commenter · Works at Legacy TV Network 

Five years concerned citizens have written to City of Edmonton council members and mayor. FIVE years of no 
response, being negated, and treated basically like we do no matter. Does not matter if you are scientists, doctor, or 
just plain citizen. FIVE years no meeting despite hundreds of letters.. Wake up Edmonton this is not 
democracy. www.facebook.com/LegacyTalkTV 
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April Reeves · Follow ·  Top Commenter · UBC, BCIT, Van Tech, Kwantlen · 234 subscribers 

We fought for a pesticide ban in the lower mainland of BC and got it, unanimously. It seems the Mayors and council 
members are a bit more uneducated, benign or careless in Edmonton. Sad, since the rest of the world is light years 
ahead on such issues. Thanks Edmonton Journal for posting this; it's highly portent... 
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Norah G Fon 

NORAHG RESPONDS TO MIS-INFORMATION FROM REEVES 
 
REEVES IS WRONG ! Reeves conveniently neglects to mention that the trend against pesticide bans continues in 
British Columbia, and across North America. On February 20th, 2013, legislation was introduced in British Columbia 
that would grant an exception status to businesses operating in the professional lawn care and golf industries. Only 
certified or licensed experts working within these industries are permitted to use pest control products in the urban 
landscape. The government of British Columbia made the right choice, and deserves congratulation. The 
government’s decision was based upon the work of one of its special committees. On May 17th, 2012, British 
Columbia’s Special Committee On Cosmetic Pesticides stopped the trend towards needless, senseless, and 
malicious prohibition. The Special Committee announced that it would not recommend prohibition against pest control 
products used in the urban landscape. http://wp.me/P1jq40-2c2 Despite whatever story is concocted by Reeves, 
British Columbia’s decision confirms that the public rejects prohibition. This public attitude was also confirmed in a 
recent poll conducted by Canadian Consumer Specialty Products Association ( CCSPA ). http://wp.me/P1jq40-2bo 
The poll confirmed that the vast majority of residents in British Columbia are opposed to the prohibition. The only 
people who want prohibition are a small group of activists with vested interests in concocting imaginary danger 
against pest control products. Moreover, contrary to what Reeves would lead the public into believing, there are 
dozens of jurisdictions that are stopping or rescinding or limiting anti-pesticide prohibition, or granting professional 
lawn care businesses with an exception status ― Alberta ( Province ), Altona ( Manitoba ), Ashland ( Oregon ), 
Beaumont ( Alberta ), Belleville ( Ontario ), British Columbia ( Province ), Calgary ( Alberta ), Campbell River ( British 
Columbia ), Chicago ( Illinois ), Durango ( Colorado ), Edmonton ( Alberta ), Everett ( Washington ), Guelph ( Ontario 
), Guelph-Eramosa ( Ontario ), Kamloops ( British Columbia ), Kelowna ( British Columbia ), Merritt ( British Columbia 
), New Brunswick ( Province ), Newfoundland & Labrador ( Province ), Ogunquit ( Maine ), Ontario ( Beginning Of 
Repeal Of Ontario Anti-Pesticide Prohibition & Stopping Of Provincial Prohibition Against Neonicotinoid Insecticides ), 
Port Alberni ( British Columbia ), Portage La Prairie ( Manitoba ), Prince Edward Island ( Province ), Quebec ( 
Provincial Prohibition Invalidated When Lawsuit Defeated Ban ), Regina ( Saskatchewan ), Rossland ( British 
Columbia ), Salmon Arm ( British Columbia ), Scarborough ( Maine ), Saint John’s ( Newfoundland & Labrador ), 
Steinbach ( Manitoba ), Stuartburn ( Manitoba), Vernon ( British Columbia ), Winkler ( Manitoba ). No one can afford 
the stunningly exorbitant costs of this #@!!% nonsense ! http://wp.me/P1jq40-43V REEVES IS WRONG ! The trends 
against pesticide bans are relentless and unceasing. http://wp.me/P1jq40-1JO http://wp.me/p1jq40-6h1 
http://wp.me/p1jq40-81t http://wp.me/p1jq40-5ni NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE 
that seek to destroy the Green space industry. WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G. Get the latest details at 
The Pesticide Truths Web-Site http://pesticidetruths.com/ and go to The Complete Library Of Web-Pages, Reports, & 
References http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr 

Reply · Like · 6 seconds ago 



 
 


