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New variations of synthetic turf can appear very similar to natural turfgrass. 
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There are a lot of heavily debated topics in the landscaping industry, probably more 
than an outsider would expect, but one that is particularly divisive is the use of artificial 
turf. 
 
Artificial turf installation has been a growing business for the past several years due to 
recent droughts, a concern to conserve water and desire to cut down on maintenance. 
 
According to the Synthetic Turf Council, landscape, golf and other recreation 
applications is the fastest growing segment of the synthetic turf market. Over 35 million 
square feet of artificial turf for landscapes was installed in 2012. 
 
“The engineering – the technology – has come a long, long way, especially in the last 
decade,” said Victor Lanfranco, co-owner of Synthetic Grass Warehouse, the nation’s 
largest distributor of artificial turf. “It’s now a widely accepted product for the landscape.” 
 
Here are some of the pros and cons of synthetic turf that you can share with customers 
if they are on the fence about using the product. 
 
 
Pros 
 
 
Water conservation 
 
One of the main reasons artificial turf has become so popular, especially out West, is 
because of the water savings it offers. According to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), a household’s irrigation water use can be as high as 60 percent and it is 
estimated that landscape irrigation accounts for one-third of all residential water use. 
 
The Southern Nevada Water Authority estimates that every square foot of natural grass 
replaced saves 55 gallons of water per year. Natural turf proponents have admitted that 
people often water their grass too much, making synthetic turf the winner on this point. 
 
 
Appearance 
 
Gone are the days of where synthetic turf would stick out like a sore thumb and 
everyone could tell in an instance it was fake. Nowadays artificial turf options are almost 
limitless and can fool about anyone who looks at it. 
 
Synthetic turf is UV stabilized to protect against color fading. Unlike natural turf that will 
have to deal with diseases, drought and dormancy, artificial grass has the benefits of 
looking great 24/7 all year long. It can also be used to spruce up spaces where it isn’t 
feasible to grow a lawn, like on rooftops. 



 
 
Durable 
 
Natural lawns can be fickle and demanding, needing much tender loving care to stay 
looking their best, but synthetic turf is far less needy. 
 
Artificial turf can put up with heavy use and can last anywhere from 15 to 20 years 
according to most distributors. It also does not provide a habitat for lawn pests like 
insects, moles and gophers, who can damage a natural lawn. 
 
 
Cons 
 
 
Temperature 
 
According to Turfgrass Producers International, artificial turf has been documented to 
be 86.5 degrees Fahrenheit hotter than natural grass under identical conditions. This is 
because natural grass has water within it allowing it to have cooling properties. 
 
The type of product used in the infill can also have a significant effect of the temperature 
of the grass. Black crumb rubber will make things far hotter than organic infill like 
coconut fibers. Subsurface cooling systems can be installed to keep the temperatures 
down. Lighter colored grass blades can also keep the lawn cooler. 
 
 
Health concerns 
 
One of the biggest arguments against artificial turf has been the use of recycled rubber 
tire crumb as an infill. Because tires have heavy metals and other pollutant content 
there has been some concern that they contain carcinogens. Recent reports of soccer 
players who played on artificial fields being diagnosed with cancer has also raised 
suspicions but current studies say there is not an elevated health risk. 
 
The EPA along with the Center for Disease Control, Prevention/Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry and the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
launched a research action plan to collect more information in 2016 and is still 
continuing in 2017. Currently there is not enough evidence for them to say whether 
there is a true danger or not. 
 
 
Cost 
 



Having an artificial lawn installed is costly. Homeowners have to have pay for grass 
removal, ground prep, and the irrigation system, if they want to control the temperature 
of the grass. Synthetic turf can cost anywhere from $5 to $20 per square foot, while sod 
typically costs 14 to 60 cents per square foot. 
 
Artificial turf installers will argue that this installation will pay for itself in three to five 
years thanks to the lack of maintenance costs that would be accrued from natural lawn 
care.  
 
 
Trade-offs 
 
Here are some of the points that have been cited as pros or cons depending on the 
group listing them that are actually trade-offs. One isn’t necessarily better than the 
other, they’re just different. 
 
Often synthetic turf is promoted as environmentally friendly because homeowners do 
not have water, fertilize or mow their lawns any more, reducing emissions by no longer 
being dependent on gas-powered machines. 
 
Natural turfgrass is praised for its ability to sequester carbon dioxide gases, yet it needs 
to be maintained by machines that give off more CO2. It is also said to reduce noise 
and air pollution, but often lawn care equipment is noisy and pollutes the air as well. 
 
Maintenance is often said to be nonexistent for synthetic turf, but if homeowners do 
want their artificial turf to last as long as possible, there is some maintenance needed. 
 

  
  
NORAHG Response 
  
ARTIFICIAL⁄SYNTHETIC GRASS IS EXORBITANTLY EXPENSIVE AND DANGEROUS ! 
  
With anti-pesticide prohibition, it has become impossible to maintain a 
natural grass on areas like sports fields.  Consequently, natural grass sports 
fields are being replaced by exorbitantly expensive and dangerous 
artificial/synthetic grass.  The real risks of artificial/synthetic grass have 
been overlooked in the unscientific panic against pest control products.  
When it comes to pest control products, government officials can learn a lot 
from the experience of those who have gone before  ―  if the goal is to 
reduce real and verifiable risks, promote a more natural environment, and 
encourage healthy activities  ―  prohibiting pest control products seems a 
strange way to go about it when switching to artificial/synthetic grass.  
There are real risks when using artificial/synthetic grass.  Here are examples  



―   •   Exorbitant costs of installation   •   Heat effects leading to health risk 
since surface temperatures are much higher   •   Higher costs not considered 
for grooming, brooming, and repairs   •   Higher incidences of non-contact 
injuries   •   Increased abrasions that lead to infections   •   Potential 
environmental clean-up costs   •   Repeated disposal in landfills   •   Toxic 
chemical and toxin exposures on fields, and the risks to children   •   Toxic 
chemicals and toxins disbursed from field, such as zinc and other 
compounds, that can potentially run-off at levels that are above ground-
water standards.  Artificial/synthetic grass is exorbitantly expensive and 
dangerous !  For more information, please explore the following links  ... 
  
  
ARTIFICIAL TURF -- EXORBITANTLY EXPENSIVE & DANGEROUS ( Blog ) 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/02/23/artificialsynthetic-grass-exorbitantly-expensive-and-dangerous-2014-02-23/ 

  
  
WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT ARTIFICIAL/SYNTHETIC GRASS FROM AN 
INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatжcs ( HUJE ) who 
conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on the use of safe and 
effective conventional pest control products.  We also report on the work of 
several highly-rated leading experts who have recognized expertise, 
training, and background in matters concerning pest control products, and 
who promote environmental realism and pesticide truths.   
  
We dare to defy the pesticide-hating fanatжcs by exploring the whole truth 
from an independent perspective on The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   ...   
http://pesticidetruths.com/   If you wish to receive free reports on issues 
that concern you, please contact us at   ...   force.of.de.nature@gmail.com   
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