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Laws in Canada

Pesticide Laws in Canada

Health Canada's PMRA

Provincial/Territorial 

Governments

Ontario's 2009 Ban

Municipal Governments

Dow's 2,4-D NAFTA Challenge

Industry Resistance

Hudson ... at the Movies!

Dr. June Irwin's pesticide 

advocacy is on the big screen. 

Paul Tukey's hour long 

"Hudson: A Chemical Reaction" 

documentary on Canada's first 

pesticide bylaw premiered June 

1st 2009 in Hudson, Quebec. 

The film will be at Toronto's 

International Film Festival in 

September. Is it coming to a 

theatre near you?

Your Lawn is NOT Infested

“The bylaw permits the use of 

pesticides for certain situations, 

such as to control or destroy a 

health hazard or an infestation 

to property. 

The City does not consider 

weeds in lawns an infestation 

because they do not involve an 

immediate or potential risk of 

substantial loss or damage.” 

 

City of Toronto’s April 1 2004 

pesticide bylaw. See City's 

Pesticide Free website.

search...  

Municipal Governments

Because federal and most provincial laws do NOT protect against the risks of cosmetic 

pesticide exposure, 154 municipalities across Canada have passed their own 

precautionary bylaws to protect public health and the environment.  

 

Two lawn companies challenged Canada’s first municipal pesticide bylaw passed May 

1991 in Hudson, Quebec. This community effort was initiated by dermatologist 

Dr. June Irwin who knew from blood tests of her patients that pesticides were causing 

skin problems.

 

In June 2001, the Supreme Court of Canada unanimously upheld Hudson's Bylaw 270, 

affirming the precautionary right of municipalities to restrict the use of pesticides on 

public and private property:

 

“It is reasonable to conclude that the town by-law's purpose is to minimize the 

use of allegedly harmful pesticides in order to promote the health of its 

inhabitants," and that 

 

"Permitting the town to regulate pesticide use is consistent with international law's 

precautionary principle, which states it is better to be overly cautious than to 

create a potential risk to the environment.” See the Canadian Environmental Law 

Association’s website.   
 

The BC government re-affirmed the right of BC municipalities to pass pesticide bylaws in 

January 1, 2004 Community Charter changes. However, municipal governments do not 
have jurisdiction over pesticide use on non-residential private property – on institutional, 
commercial and private business properties.  
 
The inability to totally eliminate cosmetic pesticide use within municipal boundaries led to 
the Union of BC Municipalities’ September 2008 resolution requesting provincial-wide 
legislation to ban the sale and use of cosmetic pesticides (see right sidebar). For BC's 19 
pesticide bylaw communities, click here.
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The Best Place on Earth must be Pesticide Free.

 

 

 

UBCM Wants BC Ban

“WHEREAS the use of pesticides 

can cause long-term 

environmental damage, 

polluting soil and groundwater, 

as well as creeks, streams, and 

other bodies of water, through 

storm water runoff; 

 

AND WHEREAS there is 

uncertainty about the health 

and safety risks caused from 

even low-level pesticide 

exposure, especially in children:

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

that the Union of British 

Columbia Municipalities petition 

the provincial government to 

reduce the number of pesticide 

products available to the public;

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

that the provincial government 

be urged to call on all 

the Provinces and the federal 

government to take the same 

action to reduce the use of 

pesticides”. 

 

The UBCM also passed 

Resolution C46 requesting 

additional municipal authority to 

restrict cosmetic pesticide use 

on all private lands. This would 

extend pesticid bylaws to 

institutional, commercial and 

industrial properties.  See Union 

of BC Municipalities September 

25, 2008 Convention 

Resolutions C46 and C47. 
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