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ST. LOUIS(BUSINESS WIRE)As part of its ongoing registration review
"Not Likely to be
of the herbicide glyphosate, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Carcinogenic to
(EPA) Cancer Review Assessment Committee (CARC) has conducted a
review of glyphosate and classified it as “Not Likely to be Carcinogenic
Humans."
to Humans.” (The agency posted the CARC assessment to its website on
Friday, April 29, but removed it on Monday, May 2, without explanation. We
are directing questions about the removal to the EPA. A copy of the report is available on the
Bloomberg website here.)
The EPA is the third regulator to publish its conclusion that glyphosate is not a carcinogen as part of a
registration review since the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) announced an
inconsistent classification in March 2015. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) determined in
November 2015 that glyphosate is “unlikely to pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans.” Also in 2015,
the Canadian Pest Management Regulatory Authority (PMRA) concluded “that glyphosate is unlikely
to pose a human cancer risk.” These conclusions by the EPA and the European and Canadian
regulatory authorities are based on standard scientific principles and the overwhelming weight of
evidence.
“No pesticide regulator in the world considers glyphosate to be a carcinogen, and this conclusion by
the U.S. EPA once again reinforces this important fact,” said Hugh Grant, Monsanto’s chairman and
CEO. “Glyphosate has a 40year history of safe and effective use. Unfortunately, last year’s
inconsistent classification by IARC generated unwarranted concern and confusion about this important
agricultural tool. This rigorous assessment of the data by EPA builds on the sound conclusions of both
the European and Canadian regulatory authorities and once again makes it clear that glyphosate does
not cause cancer.”
The robust conclusions by EPA and other regulatory authorities provide important context for the non
standard approach and inconsistent classification by the International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC), which classified glyphosate as a “probable carcinogen” in March 2015. The EPA, Canadian
and European assessments all identified flaws with IARC’s assessment. EPA’s conclusion specifically
notes that its assessment “includes all of the studies (epidemiology and animals) reviewed by IARC as
well as a subset of animal studies reported in a review article by Greim et al. (2015) but not reviewed
by IARC.” Results from any further studies would not change the conclusion that glyphosate is not
carcinogenic. Among other flaws with the IARC assessment, EPA concluded, “The inclusion of the
positive findings from studies with known limitations, the lack of reproducible positive findings and the
omission of the negative findings from reliable studies may have had a significant bearing on IARC’s
conclusion on the genotoxic potential of glyphosate.”
To assess glyphosate and other pesticides for health and safety, the EPA requires companies to fund,
perform and submit a widerange of studies for review by EPA scientists. The studies submitted to
EPA by Monsanto and other registrants regarding the health and safety of glyphosate are conducted
according to strict and internationally recognized quality standards known as Good Laboratory
Practices (GLP), which provide a framework for how laboratory studies are planned, performed,
monitored, recorded, audited and archived. These strict compliance guidelines ensure the quality and
integrity of the data that are submitted for regulatory review. While U.S. law requires that pesticide
registrants fund such studies so that the cost is not carried by taxpayers, the EPA strictly enforces the
GLP program, conducting regular inspections to monitor compliance and prosecuting any violators.
For more information about glyphosate, please visit monsanto.com/glyphosate.
About Monsanto Company
Monsanto is committed to bringing a broad range of solutions to help nourish our growing world. We
produce seeds for fruits, vegetables and key crops – such as corn, soybeans, and cotton – that help

farmers have better harvests while using water and other important resources more efficiently. We
work to find sustainable solutions for soil health, help farmers use data to improve farming practices
and conserve natural resources, and provide crop protection products to minimize damage from pests
and disease. Through programs and partnerships, we collaborate with farmers, researchers, nonprofit
organizations, universities and others to help tackle some of the world’s biggest challenges. To learn
more about Monsanto, our commitments and our more than 20,000 dedicated employees, please
visit: discover.monsanto.com and monsanto.com. Follow our business on Twitter® at
twitter.com/MonsantoCo, on the company blog, Beyond the Rows® at monsantoblog.com or subscribe
to our News Release RSS Feed.
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