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Prohibiting pesticide use will hurt golf 
in B.C. 
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To the editor: 

In response to a recent letters to the Capital News, I too would like to encourage B.C. residents, 
especially all golfers and those associated with the industry, to provide their input regarding 
proposed legislation that would ban the use and sale of cosmetic pesticides in B.C.  

More specifically, residents can visit the Ministry of Environments home page, 
www.gov.bc.ca/env/ to provide input, or email Cindy Bertram of C. Rankin & Associates at 
cindybertram@shaw.ca with your input on this issue. She is the person the ministry contracted to 
manage this information gathering process.  

I encourage all golfers to provide their input on what this proposed ban of the use and sale of 
pesticides will have on the golf industry in B.C., and that golf courses should be exempt from this 
legislation.  

Pesticide use on golf courses is not cosmetic, but rather essential. It is a tool in the golf 
superintendents Integrated Plant Management (IPM) program that is only used as a last resort, 
but we must have this tool when all other options cannot be used to control disease outbreaks 
which could devastate golf courses. If this tool is taken away from golf, many in the industry feel 
this will have a severe economic impact on the industry, as golfers may not want to come to our 
facilities, or province, to play golf courses with less than ideal playing conditions. 

Golf courses currently can only apply pesticides in accordance with the B.C. IPM Act and must 
follow strict guidelines to do so. Golf course associations worked with the Ministry of Environment 
to help set up these strict guidelines a few years ago. Golf courses, and particularly 
superintendents, are responsible users and have constantly tried to show this to our members, 
guests and the ministry.  

We do not want to apply plant control products if we absolutely don’t have to as this is 
irresponsible environmental management and not cost effective for our businesses to do so. We 
only apply pesticides as a last resort and when all other options have failed, but we must have these 
tools available to us in order to provide the proper playing conditions golfers demand.  

We in the industry also advocate for the proper use of plant control products, and only use 
federally regulated products Health Canada, and their 350 scientists who base there decisions on 
scientific fact, have deemed to be safe for use when applied properly.  

Most B.C. golf courses today have become stewards of the environment and are promoting there 
facilities as being leaders in responsible environmental management. 

A recent Economic Impact Study for Golf in B.C. estimated there are 46,685 jobs associated with 
the golf industry, 812,000 golfers, and the game of golf contributes an estimated $1,580.7 million 
towards B.C.’s Gross Domestic Product.  

Golf is very beneficial not only to our province and its communities and economy, but to B.C. 
residents’ health, and the environment. Golf is extremely beneficial to this valley in particular and 



it will be impacted greatly if courses are not allowed all the tools to manage their facilities properly 
and in the most environmentally friendly way. 

Therefore, I strongly encourage all British Columbians, especially golfers, to provide their input 
regarding this legislation. It is important the ministry gets as much public information on this 
matter from those both for and against this legislation, as only then will the B.C. government be 
able to make the best informed decision on what is right for the people of this province. 

Jeff Bennett, 

golf course  

superintendent, 

Okanagan  

Golf Club 

   
 


