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Since 45 per cent of cancers can be prevented, a toxicology  professor from the school of 
env ironmental sciences at the University  of Guelph suggests society  begin with that, rather than 
enacting pesticide bans when there is no scientific  basis for concern. 

Len Ritter was addressing about 140 members of the Integrated Env ironmental Plant Management 
Association of West  Canada, at its annual conference in Kelowna Friday. 

Tobacco use is the cause of cancer in 30 per cent of men and 20 per cent of women, while sunlight, 
drugs, v iral infections,  carcinogens in the workplace and obesity  are other known causes of cancer 
that we can take action on to prevent deaths. 

“All of that matters far more than pesticides in cancer prevention,” he commented, adding that 
pesticides aren’t ev en on the list. Yet, the Canadian Cancer Society  does not support the use of 
ornamental pesticides,  based on inaccurate information, he said. 

Ritter is also executive director of the Canadian Network of Toxicology  Centres and said he has 
been interested in issues around pesticides and cancer for 32 y ears. 

He is also coordinator of the Metals in the Human Env ironment Strategic Network, in Guelph, 
Ont., and chair of an expert panel convened by  the Council of Canadian Academies at the request  
of the Pest Management Regulatory  Agency of Health Canada on toxicity  testing of pesticides. 

He emphasized he does not work for the Canadian Cancer Society, nor for  the IEPMA. He said the 
European community based its regulations on pesticides on a scientific report that contains 
arithmetic errors and made-up assumptions. 

“All the data was made up,” he concluded, referring to material fr om Mark Blainey’s report to the 
European Parliament’s Committee on the Env ironment, Public Health and Food Safety . 

He said no one disagrees with such common sense cautions as avoiding the use of pesticides that 
are known to be carcinogenic around playgrounds, for instance, but he said regulations on the use 
of pesticides must be based on sound science. 


