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The pesticide application industry should sue municipalities, 
councillors and environmental activists who advocate for, and 
pass, bylaws restricting the use of pesticides—particularly 
when such actions are based on fraudulent information, says 
an Ontario pesticide proponent. 

“Sue council members who say the products you use are 
detrimental to the environment or public health,” Jeffery 
Lowes told members of the Integrated and Environmental 
Plant Management Association meeting in Kelowna 
Thursday. 

Kelowna council’s new pesticide regulation bylaw is now in 
effect, but it isn’t a full ban on the use of pesticides, only on 
the use of them for cosmetic purposes—except by trained 
applicators, noted John Vos, general manager for citizen’s 
services. 

Lowes, a consulting investigator who is leading the fight 
against pesticide bans in Ontario, told delegates there isn’t 
anything concrete to support activists’ claims that pesticides 
cause harm to the environment or public health. 

“2,4-D is probably the safest product you have access to,” he 
told the landscapers and pesticide applicators. 

Most of the bylaws won’t stand up in court, he said. The 
turfgrass industry is planning to sue in Ontario, he added. 

He also claimed there are no economic benefits to a ban on 
pesticide use, but Vos feels Kelowna’s bylaw likely would be 
of benefit to trained applicators, because it prevents the 
untrained from applying them. 

He said he doesn’t think Kelowna’s bylaw is in jeopardy. 

Kelowna Coun. Robert Hobson agreed, noting council has the power to regulate pesticides. The new bylaw was the result of 
interest from the public, and it will be enforced by complaints from the public. 

The regional district had already made the decision not to use pesticides in its public parks, and council received letters from 
doctors and from Interior Health supporting the new restrictions. 

Even the industry is trying to reduce the amount of pesticides that are applied, by using such alternatives as Integrated Pest 
Management or IPM principles, he noted. 

As a farmer, he said pesticides are one of the most expensive costs of growing, so orchardists are not hesitant to use such 
alternatives as the Sterile Insect Release program to reduce their use. 

He said he voted in favour of it because of a desire to have less pesticide use in the community, and also because of a “concern 
about the way people apply them,” he said. 
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Jeffery Lowes making his presentation to the Integrated and Environmental Plant 
Management Association Wednesday. 
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