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We think we can safely say that after what began as 

a dry, cold winter and ended in March with copious mois-

ture in the form of rain and snow here in the Pacific 

Northwest, spring has finally arrived.  As our field person-

nel begin to survey the fields, it appears that, although 

some winter damage has been spotted in areas on baby 

fields from sub-zero temperatures with no cover, for the 

most part the grass is waking up and looking to be in 

overall good condition.  The following is a species by spe-

cies breakdown of what to expect for crop 2014: 

Kentucky Bluegrass.  Irrigated bluegrass in the pro-

duction areas of the Columbia Basin of Washington have 

come through the winter and look good.   Some of the 

new plantings that were exposed to sub-zero tempera-

tures with wind chill sustained some desiccation dam-

age, but overall fields are in good condition as growers 

start up irrigation and begin weed patrol and fertilizing.  

Acreage appears to be up slightly from 2013 levels. 

Dryland bluegrass acres received good fall moisture 

and green up was much better than years past.  Estab-

lished fields looked very good going into winter and com-

ing out.  New seedlings were very weak last fall due to a 

dry spring and summer.  Acres are still far down from 

historical averages, but provided we receive normal 

spring moisture, we are set up for a good crop.      p. 2   
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Grass Seed Forecast 
by Glenn Jacklin and Rick Dunham 

Creeping bentgrass can be costly to maintain in 

areas where dollar spot runs rampant, due to the need 

for preventive fungicides.  Turfgrass breeders are busi-

ly working to address this fact by trying to come up with 

the perfect disease-resistant creeping bentgrass.   

Although a 100% disease-free bentgrass hasn’t 

come to the market yet, we have begun to see more 

and more claims of bent varieties that have enhanced 

resistance to dollar spot.  Unfortunately, from a turf 

manager’s perspective, some recently released dollar 

spot-resistant varieties are just not resistant enough to 

offer the fungus protection     Continued p. 2   

Dollar spot outbreak on a fairway of Penn A-1 creeping bentgrass. 

Fighting Dollar 
Spot with Seed 

by Katie Dodson 

Dollar spot ranged from 5% to 75% in this fairway bentgrass trial in 

Idaho.  Higher numbers indicate more disease damage. 

Expect usage to soar as the snow melts in the Midwest 
and people begin mitigating winter damage. 
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Dollar spot, continued 

required to stop the use of preventative fungicides en-

tirely, while still providing the overall turfgrass quality 

that is expected by today’s golfers.   

Here in Post Falls, Idaho, we have been conduct-

ing an evaluation of creeping bentgrass varieties on a 

fungicide-free fairway height trial.  The overall quality 

and mower injury ratings from this trial have been high-

lighted in a previous NewsFlash.  In that study we con-

cluded that V8 was performing at the top of the pack 

for fairway turf. 

The trial was planted in 2011 at a seeding rate of 

1 lb/1000 ft2 and has been maintained at fairway/tee 

height of 3/8” (9.5 mm).  To start the 2013 growing 

season, a heavy topdressing of sand was applied in    

April.  For fertility a total of 4 lbs. N/1000 ft2 (20 g/m2) 

was applied between April through September.  A 

monthly granular application of Best Greens King 18-2-

24 was supplemented with foliar urea (46-0-0) to keep 

the turf actively growing during the study.   

Last summer, we had to increase the irrigation in 

order to reduce localized dry spots (which did not have 

any cultivar preference).  This resulted in environmen-

tal conditions that promoted dollar spot on our fairway 

height trial.  Surprisingly, we had a true winner when it 

came to dollar spot.  The V8 plots averaged a disease 

coverage of just 5%.  The next performers were 007 at 

22%; and Declaration and Pennlinks II at 30%.     

Jacklin’s latest creeping bentgrass variety, V8, 

may just be the next step in the evolution of breeding 

for both beauty (overall turfgrass quality) and dollar 

spot resistance.  V8 was bred specifically for the low 

mowing heights of today’s putting greens and has prov-

en itself as being one of the best lookers in the latest 

NTEP greens height evaluation.  Its fine leaf texture 

and high shoot density provide top quality season-long 

playing conditions.  We have been seeing it perform 

well in university testing sites, such as Purdue, where 

professors are claiming it has had relatively no inci-

dences of dollar spot infection.  

Rollin’ a lawn 

Recently rolling has proven to be a successful cul-

tural strategy for dollar spot control as well.  Most stud-

ies show if greens are rolled a minimum of 5 times per 

week there appears to be less dollar spot. 

With these strategies in mind V8 appears to be 

the answer to a minimal-fungicide creeping bentgrass 

fairway.  While the idea of rolling a fairway may seem 

far-fetched for some, I have been hearing of more and 

more superintendents moving rolling from their greens 

to their fairways and are seeing improved results.  It is 

this kind of innovative thinking in combination with im-

proved varieties that give hope for moving our greens 

industry into a “greener” future.    

The 2013 crop was off considerably from average yields, 

which has caused a shortage in the market and strengthening 

of prices.  Look for inventories to continue to be tight on into 

the fall until new crop is conditioned.   

Fine Leaf Fescue.  Acres of this species are very low, 

coupled with poor yields in 2013, which has caused a supply 

shortage coming into spring.  Fields went into the winter look-

ing good, with good fall moisture and re-growth.  Supplies will 

be tight for some time, as there is not sufficient acreage to 

keep up with demand going into the fall.   

Perennial Ryegrass.  Fall conditions in the main produc-

tion area of the Willamette Valley were optimal for new plant-

ings of ryegrass as well as for established fields.  Acreage ap-

pears to be up 5-10%, and coming out of winter, despite ab-

normal snowfall and cold conditions in this production area, 

fields look pretty good overall.  Slugs continue to be a neme-

sis for growers, but damage was less than in past years.   

2013 ryegrass yields were very poor, creating a shortage 

coming into 2014.  If we receive timely rains, we should be in 

line for a good crop of perennial ryegrass.  However, supplies 

will remain tight on into late fall as conditioners try to clean 

the crop for the fall consumption push.  Through this period, 

ryegrass demand is expected to be exceptionally high; 

ryegrass will be the go-to grass for repairing turf damage in 

the East Coast after a long hard winter. 

Tall Fescue.  New plantings of this species were up 5-7%, 

and fields look good coming into spring.  Yields in 2013 were 

mixed, but overall average or just below average.   Inventories 

of this species appear to be in good shape with demand.  

Spring consumption, if normal, should bring this species in 

balance, and we look for a good crop coming for 2014 with 

good availability this fall.  Expect little to no availability of the 

new fescues in the latest NTEP, as producers gear up for pro-

duction of these new varieties. 

Bentgrass.  Bentgrass inventories appear to be stabiliz-

ing, as new plantings can be seen in traditional bentgrass 

production areas.  These acres are typically irrigated, so fields 

established well and are in good condition coming into spring.  

Acres are still well off years past, but yields should be good 

and inventories will be in good shape come fall.   

Warm-Season Grasses.  Prices for seeded bermudagrass 

remain strong as acres continue to decline.  The 2013 yields 

were down slightly from normal.  Usage is down due to re-

duced supply.  Meanwhile, the seeded zoysia crop in 2013 

was way off and little to zero seed is presently available.  Pric-

es for what seed exists are very high due to the limited supply. 

Usage of seeded seashore paspalum continues to be 

limited since this grass is primarily used on golf courses and 

the golf market is still lagging.  But seashore paspalum seed 

is still available and prices are stable. 

Conclusions. Overall crop conditions favor good yields on 

all species.  We are still a ways out from harvest, so though 

we are optimistic, we need normal moisture to carry the fields 

to crop.  Demand for grass seed has been remarkably high 

over the past 6 months, and we expect usage to soar as the 

snow melts in the Midwest and people begin mitigating winter 

damage.  Right now most of the barns of seed suppliers in the 

West are empty.  Prices for all species are strong, and growers 

are finally showing interest in planting new acres of grass 

seed this spring and fall.     

Seed forecast, continued 


