
 

 
 
 

Montreal bans 
neonicotinoid pesticide to 
help save the bees 
Researchers have linked use of neurotoxin to massive 
decline in bee colony 
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Neonicotinoids are believed to be a major contributor to bee-colony collapse and other 
problems related to the bee population. (Stock photo) 



 
The City of Montreal is completely banning neonicotinoid pesticides in an effort to better 
protect the bee population.  
 
Neonicotinoids are nicotine-based insecticides that contain neurotoxins that make all 
parts of the plant harmful to insects feeding on them. 
 
In Canada, the pesticides are used in coated seeds in the cultivation of more 50 
different fruits and vegetables. 
 
Researchers believe they are among the factors that have contributed to the massive 
decline in bee colony populations in North America in recent years. 
 
In the past, neonicotinoid use has been restricted in Montreal, but citizens and 
businesses could obtain a temporary permit to use it to control vermin or ants. 
 
 

Applies to golf courses 
 
The new total prohibition, announced last night at the executive committee 
meeting, also applies to golf courses and properties used for agricultural purposes.  
 
"This tighter control of pesticides will, among other things, allow us to better protect 
bees and other pollinators," Réal Ménard, Montreal's executive committee member 
responsible for the environment, said in a news release. 
 
The move is in line with a larger strategy by Quebec's environment ministry to place 
tighter controls on pesticide use in the province. 
 
In November, Environment Minister David Heurtel announced plans to implement a new 
strategy updating the province's pesticide regulations that will restrict the use of certain 
chemicals deemed "high-risk." 
 
The new strategy primarily focuses limiting certain pesticides used in agriculture, 
like neonicotinoids and atrazine, which have been banned in Europe for more than 10 
years. 
 
 
 



NORAHG RESPONDS AGAINST CITY OF MONTREAL  ―  PROHIBITION WILL NOT 
SAVE BEES ! 
  
Overall, neonicotinoid insecticides will NOT harm bees.  The reckless 
pesticide-hating City of Montreal is WRONG !  If Montreal's Government 
Officials were not so scientifically illiterate, they would know that scientific 
research shows that, as reported through EPA’s and Health Canada’s vast 
toxicology database, NO harm will occur to bees when neonicotinoid 
insecticides are used.  The alleged losses of bees are, in fact, the fault of the 
bee-keepers and THEIR mis-management practices.  They are responsible, 
and NOT neonicotinoid insecticides.  Their prohibition will not save bees 
since harming bees with these insecticides is a MYTH !  Neonicotinoid 
insecticides cause NO harm, and WILL NOT harm bees.  Researchers have 
NOT identified a single cause of over-wintering honeybee losses.  Moreover, 
researchers have NOT been able to identify a single cause of bee colony 
collapse disorder.  Under normal field use of neonicotinoid insecticides, the 
exposure to bees is at very low levels, far too low to cause harmful effects.  
There is NO evidence to suggest a link between neonicotinoid insecticides 
and bee colony collapse disorder.  Overall, so-called links and causes 
between bee colony collapse disorder and neonicotinoid insecticides are 
mere MYTHS !  The weight of the scientific evidence clearly shows that 
neonicotinoid insecticides DO NOT affect long-term colony health.  Overall, 
neonicotinoid insecticides play a NEGLIGIBLE role compared to diseases, 
viruses, and mis-management practices.  Most experts agree that, in recent 
years, bee colony collapse disorder is the result of a combination of factors, 
including parasitic mites and diseases.  Recent scientific research points 
toward a combination of parasitic mites ( specifically the varroa mite ) and 
pathogens ( such as nosema and viral diseases ) as main factors.  Although 
some neonicotinoid insecticides are toxic to bees upon direct contact ( as are 
many insecticides ), they are used in a way that minimizes any direct 
exposure to bees, such as seed treatment.  Seed treatment insecticides have 
been used for a decade with almost NO incidences of negative impacts on 
bees by minimizing potential exposures of non-target insects such as bees.  
Independent, long-term, controlled field tests have repeatedly shown NO 
effects on bee losses, weight gain, worker longevity, brood development, 
honey yield, and over-winter survival relative to bees in areas where treated 
seed was not used.  If we had less conventional neonicotinoid use in the 
environment, we would still have bee colony collapse disorder, because 
many bee-keepers are NOT competent to manage their hives.   
 
Prohibition WILL NOT save bees.   http://tinyurl.com/pxqzh6m   For the 
whole truth regarding BEES, go to The Pesticide Truths Web-Site  ...   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6WJ   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2BA   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6H8   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7ty    



 
There is NO bee crisis !  The honeybee industry is actually thriving around 
the world. Here are some examples.  The Ontario honeybee industry is 
thriving.  The Canadian honeybee industry is thriving  ―  Canada’s honey 
yield is twice the world’s average.  The North American honeybee industry is 
thriving.   The European honeybee industry is thriving  ―  neonicotinoid 
insecticides were still being used in 2013, and yet, 2013 was the lowest 
European bee loss recorded since 2007.    
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/02/03/little-wolf-apiaries-walter-
zimmerman-bee-hives-thriving-beekeepers-call-for-a-pesticide-ban-ontario-
today-cbc-player/    
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/11/05/2014-bee-fraud-awards-ontario-bee-
business-booming-but-were-suing-manufacturers-anyhow-peter-dickey-
honey-ontario-beekeepers-association/ 
  
http://wp.me/s1jq40-28297   http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/01/Force-Of-Nature-Myth-BUSTING-Bee-Colony-
Collapse-Disorder-2013-09-16-Canada’s-Honey-Yield-Is-TWICE-The-World’s-
Average-pdf-300-dpi1.pdf    
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/08/02/the-myths-of-bee-colony-collapse-
syndrome-fewer-bees-or-just-more-bee-s-tobacco-ringspot-virus-
neonicotinoid-insecticides-do-not-harm-bees-dr-elizabeth-m-whelan-
american-council/ 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/08/13/neonic-pesticides-were-still-being-
used-in-2013-2013-was-lowest-european-bee-loss-recorded-since-2007/   
  
http://www.scribd.com/doc/217858259/April-2014-EU-Bee-Health-Q-and-a-
Bees-Thriving-MEMO-14-260-EN-1    
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAH G ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about NON-EXPERT PESTICIDE-HATING FANATICS, as well as 
the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who promote 
ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-
8DV   Get the latest details at   http://pesticidetruths.com/   WILLIAM H 
GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    

 
 


