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Despite pesticide concerns, beekeepers and 
colonies on the rise 
 

TORONTO – Even though issues more than the widespread 
use of pesticides across Ontario and Quebec have been 
making headlines, Statistics Canada released new numbers 
Tuesday that illustrate an all round improve in the 
beekeeping  industry. Having said... 

 



 

 

TORONTO – Even though issues more than the widespread use of pesticides across Ontario and 
Quebec have been making headlines, Statistics Canada released new numbers Tuesday that 
illustrate an all round improve in the beekeeping  industry. Having said that, there’s extra to the 
numbers, said the Ontario Beekeepers’ Association. 

According to Rod Scarlett, executive director of the Canadian Honey Council, the news shows 
just how wholesome the beekeeping industry is. 

“The quantity of beekeepers has gone up a lot,” Scarlett said. “This may possibly be the only 
agricultural sector exactly where the number of participants is growing, the age of participants is 
acquiring younger and younger.” 

And that is owed to the boost in hobbyists, he believes. 

Not only are the participants on the rise across the country, but far more importantly, so is the 
worth of honey. 



 “Honey rates have gone up,” stated Scarlett. “The price of return back to beekeepers is receiving 
much better and improved.” 

But what about the continued concern over colony collapse disorder, believed to be exacerbated 
by the widespread use of pesticides, particularly neonicotinoids? 

Read More: Silence of the bees: ‘It has to quit. It just has to cease.’ 

Scarlett said that about 70 per cent of the honey developed in the country comes from western 
Canada. And there, the neonics are getting utilized primarily on canola, a less toxic mixture than 
when they are sprayed on corn and soy, which are largely farmed in Ontario and Quebec. 

But that being said, honey production in the two provinces most concerned about neonicotinoids 
— Quebec and Ontario — also saw an boost. 

Tibor Szabo of the Ontario Beekeepers’ Association said that the StatsCan numbers are 
deceiving. 

“Honey costs are up, really a lot, each wholesale and retail,” he stated. “For whatever cause, 
honey demand is up and costs are up.” 

But meeting that demand in the face of declining bee populations implies making additional 
colonies, hence the greater numbers. 

“Production is not uncomplicated,” Szabo said. 

“Prices are most unquestionably up, but it requires extra colonies to make the similar amount of 
honey.” 

Szabo stated that the numbers in Ontario may well continue to climb as pollination demand has 
gone up. Final year, the eastern provinces announced that they required a further 100,000 hives 
to maintain the blueberry pollination services, compared the current number, roughly 30,000. 
And they’re seeking to Ontario to feed that provide. 

Szabo insists that the threat of pesticides is harming the industry. And because of that, 
beekeepers are attempting to preserve more hives due to the fact they know that there will be a 
higher percentage of loss. 

“But that’s not sustainable,” Szabo said. 

And though the numbers are increasing, the costs of keeping more colonies and producing honey 
falls on the beekeeper. You could have to take care of 3 or 4 hives in order to generate the 
similar quantity of honey 1 hive when produced. 

In July, Ontario announced plans that it was seeking to develop into the 1st province in the 
nation to restrict the use of pesticides. This is welcome news to Szabo who hopes that after the 



neonics are out of the crops, beekeepers can expect a healthier crop and with much significantly 
less struggle to keep decent colony numbers. 

“Pesticides are most certainly killing bee colonies on a quite large scale. They’re either 
damaging them or killing them,” Szabo said. “That’s a truth.” 

For a detailed report on honey production pay a visit to Statistics Canada. 

Follow @NebulousNikki 
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NORAHG RESPONDS AGAINST TIBOR SZABO  ―  NEONICOTINOID INSECTICIDES 
WILL CAUSE NO HARM 
  
Statistics DO NOT LIE, and Tibor Szabo is DECEIVING the public about 
imaginary danger.  There is NO evidence to suggest a link between pest 
control products and bee health.  With Best Management Practices, 
pesticides DO NOT harm bees.  However, the bee-keepers themselves are 
harming bees.  If some anti-pesticide bee conspiracy activists and bee-
keepers like Szabo were not so scientifically illiterate, they would know that 
scientific research shows that, as reported through EPA’s and Health 
Canada’s vast toxicology database, NO harm will occur to bees with pest 
control products.  Bee deaths are the fault of bee-keepers and their mis-
management practices.  Bee-keepers are responsible, and NOT pest control 
products.  In their usual method of arriving at scientifically illiterate 
conclusions, the anti-pesticide bee conspiracy activists and bee-keepers like 
Szabo have somehow concocted the imaginary danger in order to deflect 
attention from the real problems.  They are the least qualified to provide any 
advice on this issue.  If we had less conventional neonicotinoid use in the 
environment, we would still have bee colony collapse disorder, because 
many bee-keepers are not competent to manage their hives.  PROHIBITION 
AGAINST NEONICOTINOIDS WILL NOT SAVE BEES SINCE THEY WILL CAUSE 
NO HARM.   http://tinyurl.com/pxqzh6m   For more information regarding 



BEES, go to The Pesticide Truths Web-Site  ...   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2BA   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6WJ   http://wp.me/p1jq40-6H8   We are the National 
Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to destroy the Green space 
and other industries ( NORAH G ).  We are dedicated to reporting PESTICIDE 
FREE FAILURES, as well as the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED 
EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS.  
Get the latest details at   http://pesticidetruths.com/   
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr   
https://www.facebook.com/norah.gfon   WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND 
NORAH G   
 


