
 

 
 

Neonic controversy shouldn’t affect canola 
producers 
Ontario eyes restricting use of popular pesticide after bee 
deaths 
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The latest salvo in the ongoing controversy over neonicotinoids won’t affect Alberta canola 
growers, but it reinforces the need to “get the message out,” says the chairman of the Alberta 
Canola Producers Commission. 

Ontario’s new agriculture minister, Jeff Leal surprised and angered that province’s grain and 
oilseeds producers last month by saying he’s considering restrictions on the use of the widely 
used pesticide because it’s been linked to extensive bee kills in 2012 and 2013. The province 
hasn’t provided details on how a licensing system might work, but the move is another sign that 
neonicotinoids have joined gestation crates and GMOs as a major target for farm activist groups. 

 More from the Alberta Farmer Express: Ontario preparing bee loss compensation 

However, producers in this province have a strong case to show they’re using the pesticide, also 
called neonics, in a safe manner, said Alberta canola commission chairman Colin Felstad. 

“We’re probably in a different situation than Ontario growers,” said Felstad, who crops 3,700 
acres near Dapp, northwest of Edmonton. 

 

 

“There’s certainly a concern that we could lose valuable tools.” – Colin Felstad 

 

“From my understanding the concern has been about the dust coming off corn seed treatments 
and the type of planters they’ve been using (in Ontario). But in terms of canola, there’s no dust 
given off during seeding, so we’re not as worried as the corn people.” 



But Alberta canola growers can’t afford to be complacent because issues like this one can take 
on a life of their own, he added. 

“There’s certainly a concern that we could lose valuable tools,” said Felstad. “We live in a 
society where everything moves quickly. As farm groups and farmers, we have to be more 
nimble and react quickly. 

 New seed flow lubricant to be only one allowed on corn, soy 

“The trouble with these types of issues is that gathering scientific data doesn’t happen overnight. 
That’s part of the problem in Ontario — they’re still studying the data and I don’t think anyone 
has come to any firm conclusions.” 

 

Different on the Prairies 
But there is solid evidence that using neonics as a seed coating for canola is not a threat to bees, 
said Gregory Sekulic, Canola Council of Canada agronomy specialist for Peace Country. 

“We do things differently on the Prairies,” said Sekulic. “There are a few vacuum planters but 
the bulk of our delivery systems are gravity or pressure air based, which puts the seed right into 
the ground where it’s covered. So we don’t see that environmental release. 

“We’re also seeding at a substantially lower rate, so the amount of the product we’re putting 
down is substantially less.” 

Not only have there been no “acute poisoning” of bees as was seen two years ago near some 
Ontario cornfields, studies have found neonic residue levels in canola pollen and nectar are well 
below harmful levels, he said. 

“If you take a step back and look at the whole picture, what we’ve got here is an example of how 
well we are safeguarding the use of this product,” said Sekulic. 

His organization is trying to make the public aware that neonics are being used responsibly by 
canola growers, said Felstad. 

“We’re not media people or even super media savvy, but we do our best to get our message out.” 

Part of that effort is a series of videos created by the Canola Council of Canada, which features 
canola growers and beekeepers — including several from Alberta — standing side by side in 
fields talking about how they work together. 

They also highlight the need to spray canola before flowering whenever possible, keep in close 
contact with beekeepers who keep hives in or near your fields, and to minimize risk by using 
reduced-drift nozzles and spraying after 8 p.m. or before bees are active in the morning. 



The videos can be found on the Canola Council of Canada website. 

 
 
  
  
http://www.albertafarmexpress.ca/2014/08/06/neonic-controversy-shouldnt-affect-canola-producers/ 
  
  
  
NORAHG RESPONDS TO ALBERTA CANOLA PRODUCERS BY SAYING CRISIS ?  
WHAT BEE CRISIS ? 
  
It is extremely disappointing to listen to canola producers falsely alleging 
that their procedures are so much safer than corn producers.  In fact, ALL 
agricultural users of neonicotinoid insecticides are employing safe 
procedures.  Canola producers are becoming SCREECHING MONKEYS, just 
like anti-pesticide activists.  Moreover, prohibition against neonicotinoid 
insecticides will NOT resolve so-called bee colony collapse disorder, and will 
NOT help bee-keepers with their pest problems.  There is NO bee crisis in 
Canada.  According to Statistics Canada, there is NO bee crisis since the 
number of honey bee colonies are up, NOT down, in the province of Ontario 
and across Canada.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7sq   There is NO bee crisis in 
Canada.  According to Agriculture Canada, there is NO bee crisis since 
Canada’s honey yield is twice the world’s average.   http://wp.me/s1jq40-
28297   There is NO bee crisis in Canada.  Prohibition is not even listed as 
the top three concerns of bee-keepers, according to Canadian Honey 
Council, which is the trade association that represents bee-keepers all across 
the nation.   http://tinyurl.com/pe3ujsj   Canadian Honey Council actively 
opposes prohibition against neonicotinoid insecticides, arguing that, with 
prohibition, the destruction of the agriculture industry would be extensive, 
and that even if prohibition were imposed, there would be no notable change 
in any bee losses.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7sq   And, there is NO bee crisis in 
Ontario.  According to Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne, there is NO bee 
crisis since large bee losses are NOT occurring uniformly across Ontario.  
Additionally, according to Premier Wynne, there is NO bee crisis since many 
bee-keeping operations have NOT been affected and have been able to 
maintain strong and healthy bee colonies as evidenced by hive strength and 
honey production.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7Mw   There is NO bee crisis in 
Canada.  According to Health Canada, there is NO bee crisis since only a 
very limited number of bee-keepers report losses due to so-called bee-
colony collapse disorder, less than 1.0 per cent.   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2BA   
In 2012, a mere 43 bee-keepers alleged losses.  In 2013, only 82 bee-
keepers alleged losses.  There are 7,000 bee-keepers keeping 600,000 



colonies of honeybees across Canada.  There is NO bee crisis in Canada.  
According to Health Canada, there is NO bee crisis since only a small 
minority of bee-keepers are affected.  Essentially, less than 1.0 per cent of 
all bee-keepers are reporting losses.  These represent the anti-pesticide bee-
keepers who appear to be merely motivated by greed and profit by 
demanding government hand-outs from provinces like Ontario.  Over 99 per 
cent of all bee-keepers are reporting NO losses.  This 1.0 per cent of bee-
keepers also appear to have NO idea what they are doing, leading some 
observers to conclude that these bee-keepers may NOT be competent to 
raise bees, and certainly know almost nothing about pest control products.  
There is definitely a bee crisis with incompetent bee-keepers.  There is 
definitely a bee crisis with varroa mites.  The real causes of bee mortality in 
recent years are varroa mites as well al nosema fungal disease.   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-7sq   The 1.0 per cent of bee-keepers appear to be 
unable and unwilling to control their mite and disease problems, and appear 
to prefer concocting mis-information about neonicotinoid insecticides for 
mere greed and profit.   There is NO bee crisis.  Science and statistics do 
NOT support demands to prohibit against neonicotinoid insecticides in 
agriculture.  If we had less conventional neonicotinoid use in the 
environment, we would still have bee colony collapse disorder, because 
many bee-keepers are NOT competent to manage their hives.  PROHIBITION 
WILL NOT SAVE BEES.   http://tinyurl.com/pxqzh6m   For the whole truth 
regarding BEES, go to The Pesticide Truths Web-Site  ...   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6WJ   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2BA   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6H8   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7ty  NORAHG is the 
National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green 
space industry.  WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G.   Get the latest 
details at The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   http://pesticidetruths.com/   and 
go to The Complete Library Of Web-Pages, Reports, & References   
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr    
 


