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Ju ly  25 t h ,  2010 
 
Art  C .  Drysda le  
 

C e l e b r i t y  H o r t i c u l t u r i s t  

 

  
 
 
Slowly but surely, many municipalities in Br i t i sh  Co lu mbia  are «  tumbl ing  »  
for the PHO NY (  A S A  THR EE–DO LLA R B I LL  )  SAL ES PI T CH O F TH E ENVI RO–
MA NI AC AL  Canad ian  Cance r Socie t y , and in particular its rep in these parts, 
Nancy Fa lcone r .  
 
Just this past week, the Parksv i l le /Qua l icum Beach Ne ws  reported on a dis-
cussion at the To wn o f  Qua l icum Beach Counci l  meeting, wherein the Council 
voted to MO VE A HE AD  with a proposed ban on the cosmetic use of pestici des.  
 
However, as has been the case in some other municip alities, it was far  FRO M  

UNA NI MO U S .   
 
At least O NE O F THE FO UR CO UN CI LLO R S  ( the Mayor makes the fifth person on 
Council ), O BJECT ED TO  T HE B AN .   
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The A NTI–P ESTI CI D E CR US AD E  didn’t sit well with Counci l lo r  Jack W i lson , who 
said  ... 
 

<<  I like to go as natural as possible, but on the  other hand, I 
have an infestation of horsetails, and I’ve found a  selective herbi-
cide that works.  If I just let it go, it looks lik e I don’t care.  >> 

 
W ilson  said a ban on cosmetic pesticides would be a DI SSER VI CE  and an I N-

SUL T  to Qual icum Beach  residents,  MA NY  O F W HO M ARE EXP ER T G ARD EN ER S .  
 
On the other side of the coin, agreeing with Envi ro– Mania ca l  Canad ian  Cance r  
Socie ty ’s Nancy Fa lconer , Counci l lo r  Ba rry  Av is  said a mixture of rubbing al-
cohol and water, or hot sauce W O RKS W ELL  and is NO T TO XI C . 
 
Now let’s get this straight.  
 
In the over 40 years  that I’ve been gardening and writing/broadcasting a bout 
it, I have encountered hundreds of «  home–made »  suggestions for almost 
every task imaginable.  
 
Almost none of them work as well as they are said t o work; and none of them 
works as well as the properly registered products c urrently on the market.  And, 
many of them are not nearly as safe as the chemical  products on the market.  
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I have told the story before about a not–too–knowle dgeable garden writer who 
recommended that if you have a smoker in the house,  you should have him  
( her ) put all cigarette butts in a small glass of  water, and after a week or so of 
having them «  steep  »  the mixture, could be used as a very effective, sa fe in-
secticide.  
 
Basically that was the chemical Nicot ine  Su lphate , which was sold as an effec-
tive insecticide for years and years, but was remov ed from domestic shelves 
decades ago !  
 
And, the mixture created with the cigarette butts i n water would have been far 
more powerful than any of the Nicot ine  Su lphate  garden chemical sold from 
stores. 
 
It is also interesting to contemplate that Qualicum  Beach Councillor Barry Avis, 
in recommending the home–made remedy, is in VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW.  
 
It is a VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW to recommend products for controll ing pests 
that are not registered under the Pest Control Prod ucts Act.  
 
If someone recommends or sells material with the cl aim that it controls pests, it 
technically becomes a pest control product.    
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Such a claim, in either verbal or written form, reg arding an unregistered prod-
uct, becomes technically a VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW.  
 
The illegal recommendation to use rubbing alcohol a nd hot sauce as a means 
of controll ing pest invasion is in violation of fed eral law in Canada.  
 
Barry Avis is in VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW in Canada ! 
 
Barry Avis should publicly WITHDRAW the illegal recommendation ! 
 
Meanwhile, most of the other Councillors and Mayor merrily carry on with their 
intent to saddle Qualicum Beach’s expert gardeners with SI LLY REG U LATI O N S  
based on ENVI RO– MANI A CA L RU MO U RS . 
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