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Pesticide transition continues
By Michael Kelley Staff Writer

Scarborough is in the midst of a transition from a synthetic pesticides program to an organic one free
of dangerous man-made products.

On Monday, Jan. 14, the Scarborough Conservation Commission and the Scarborough Pest
Management Advisory Committee hosted a forum to educate the public about the benefits of the
organic approach and to update them on how the transition was going thus far.

“Our role is to really increase awareness of the value of natural resources in town and work to reduce
potential damage to the resources,” said Peter Slovinsky, chairman of the conservation commission.

Much of the education about the dangers of synthetic pesticides has been spearheaded by Citizens
for a Green Scarborough, a group started in January 2011 by concerned parents and community
members.

Marla Zando, one of the group’s founders and a member of the Scarborough Pest Management
Advisory Committee, said she began to look into the possibility of Scarborough adopting an organics-
only policy on town-owned properties in 2010 after she read an article by Paul Tukey, a safe lawn
advocate. Of particular concern, she said, was the impact synthetic pesticides had on children and
wildlife.

- - - , nnected with Karen
D’Andrea, a former town councilor, Eddie Woodin, a lifelong birder and Mark Follansbee, a
toxicologist, to look into to the issue and bring it to the Town Council’s ordinance committee.
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On Sept. 21, 2011, a policy to restrict the use of synthetic pesticides in town parks, schools and other
municipal properties was passed by the Town Council. In spring 2012, Town Councilor Richard
Sullivan attempted to reverse the policy, but the effort fell short.

The policy states that Scarborough “refrain from the use of pesticides upon property it owns, uses or
controls, except in situations that pose an imminent threat of serious injury to persons, property or
agriculture.” The policy also outlines posting and notification requirements should pesticides, organic,
or otherwise, be used.

The Scarborough Pest Management Advisory Committee was formed to enforce the policy and
approve the products and applications made to town-owned property.

“This policy is protecting our children and animals, our signature marsh and beaches, our shellfish
community and the soil below our turf fields,” Zando said.

In late May, the town awarded a yearlong contract to Dave Melevsky, president of Go Green
Landscaping, to maintain town property using an organic approach. Scarborough Town Manager
Tom Hall said the contract with Go Green Landscaping runs through May 2013, but has a one-year
renewal option.

Hall said $91,000 had been budgeted for athletic fields maintenance, including $75,000 for turf
management. To date, Hall said $91,400 has been spent. He expects spending an additional $12,000
for the spring application for the fields. A number of unexpected costs, such as $8,800 for additional
grub treatments at Wiley Recreation Facility and Scarborough Middle School fields, drove up the
costs.

“We can expect to spend an additional $12,000 on turf management through the end of the fiscal
year, so it is incumbent on myself and staff to find resources to cover that overage,” Hall said.

Melevsky said he is happy about what has been accomplished to date.

“Overall the transition has gone well. | am very happy with the results,” Melevsky said. “The fields are
healthy, they are progressing quickly and they are safe.”

Chip Osborne, president of Osborne Organics, a natural turf management company in Marblehead,
Mass., said he has been impressed with how well the fields in Scarborough have taken to the organic
approach from when he first saw the fields in May 2012 to October 2012, when he took photographs.
Osborne, an expert on organic pest management, was invited to be the guest speaker at the forum.

Osborne said the organic approach, which only uses products derived from nature, is scientifically
based and puts a “system in place so problems don’t get out of control.” Just like synthetic products,
Osborne said organic products have to be used correctly and managed properly.

Osborne has extensive experience in both synthetic and organic approaches. Osborne used
synthetic pesticides for 20 years while operating a commercial greenhouse, before abandoning them
in the mid-1990s, when he began to question the safety of such products.
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He said whether people agree with the synthetic pest management approach or not, the market is
changing and organic products are becoming more popular.

Jeff O’'Donal, who operates O’Donal’s Nursery on County Road, said his store is an example of that.
He said O’Donal’s Nursery used to have an entire room of synthetic pesticides. Now the stock has
been reduced to a single shelf of synthetic pesticide and organic products take up much more space.

Woodin said he has seen greener fields as a result of the organic turf management, which could
serve as an example for other communities across the state.

“Scarborough is the epicenter of athletics and to see the town go organic and have the fields stand
up sends a great message statewide,” Woodin said, adding a legislator from Falmouth is interested in
proposing a statewide resolution that bans synthetic products on town/school properties.

John Cole, a member of the Scarborough Board of Education, thanked the members of Citizens for a
Green Scarborough and the pest management advisory committee for the work they have done.
However, Cole said he hopes the effort goes further.

“Twenty or 30 years from now, our children will be the benefactors of what we are doing now and what
we continue to do,” Cole said. “| would like to see (the policy) extended to all homeowners.”

Encouraging homeowners to adopt a pesticide-free approach to their lawn care is one of the goals
Citizens for a Green Scarborough came up with in October, when a group of citizens came together at
the Scarborough Public Library to outline a new environmental vision for Scarborough.

Want to comment on this story? Login to our website at leader.mainelymediallc.com and let us know
your thoughts.

Return to top

g3 Share / Save =
Submitted by Libby Family (not verified) on Fri, 2013-02-01 17:58.
Why would someone in Canada care so much about what Scarborough does to manage a
few playing fields? Why bother weighing in on what is undeniably a local issue? My only
speculation is that there is fear among manufacturers that Scarborough's fields will be fine. If
that happens, people could discover that (once they establish healthy soil) they don't need to
spend so much money on synthetic pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer. Others could follow
Scarborough's lead and next thing you know real money is being lost by the manufacturers.
Why else would someone in Canada (or anyone outside of Scarborough) care about how a
town manages a few playing fields? Any ideas?

reply flag this
Submitted by ltsme (not verified) on Wed, 2013-01-23 16:40.
Coming across this publication, | wonder who has been able to define what are synthetic and
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what are organic pesticides. What is the difference? They are all chemicals. What you call

synthetic pesticides are carefully regulated and adequately safe for use. Have any organic

pesticides been evaluated to the same extend? How can you be sure organic pesticides are

really not affecting nature, animals, plants and humans? To my knowledge no toxicological

evaluations have taken place.

reply flagged

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Sat, 2013-01-19 13:37.

Hahahahahahahahah. Okay, so who is pesticidetruths? Go to the website. It looks pretty nutty.

Most of his material is highlighted with half naked, sexy women artwork. Not quite sure how

that even closely relates to the topic. No scientific data whatsoever. Lot's of unsubstantiated

accusations and ranting. Not to mention he's not just not a Scarborough resident or a Maine

resident, he lives in Canada. The Town is doing a terrific job. The grass looks healthy. It's

good for everyone. | can't frankly understand why there are people who are so opposed to

this. It's putting Scarborough out front in the public eye doing great things for its citizens.

Thank you Scarborough!

reply flagged

Submitted by WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G (not verified) on Sat, 2013-
01-19 16:30.
Because of PROHIBITION, Scarborough Green Spaces are PEST-INFESTED
GARBAGE DUMPS. Ultimately, Organic Maintenance WAS ABANDONNED FOR
DYLOX. Organic Pesticide-Free Maintenance DOES NOT WORK!! It is IMPOSSIBLE for
home-owners or professionals to keep their properties beautiful by using so-called Green
Alternative Pesticides and Practices. The Organic marketin Canada is about 5 to 10
years ahead of America. Observers can now predicts the FATE of Organic Lawn Care in
America ... TOTAL AND DISMAL FAILURE. Throughout Canada, the Organic Lawn Care
Industry is DISINTEGRATING into BANKRUPTCIES and BUSINESS FAILURES. No One
Can Afford This #@!!% Organic Nonsense ?!?! A well-maintained conventional lawn and
landscape can ONLY BE ACHIEVED WITH CONVENTIONAL pest control products and
fertilizers. Fortunately, CONVENTIONAL pest control products are SAFE, EFFECTIVE,
ECONOMICAL, and LOW-RISK. LYING, CHEATING, and FRAUD are the only ways to
make Organic Maintenance appear to work effectively. http://wp.me/P1jq40-24g

Organic Is A FAILURE ! http://lwp.me/P1jq40-4z3 There are examples where Green
Alternative Pesticides and Practices Were Shown To Be DISMAL FAILURES e Ashland
( Oregon ) e Beamsville ( Ontario ) e British Columbia ( Province ) e Carleton University (
Ottawa, Ontario ) e Chicago ( llinois ) ® Coquitlam ( British Columbia ) @ Edmonton (
Alberta ) @ Everett ( Washington ) e Halifax Regional Municipality ( Nova Scotia ) e
Hamilton ( Ontario ) e Highland Park ( Chicago, llinois ) @ Kimberley ( British Columbia )

e Lawrence ( Kansas ) e Lincoln City ( Oregon ) e London ( Ontario ) ¢ Manitoba (
leader. mainelymediallc.com/news/2013-01-18/Front_Page/Pesticide_transition_continues.html 410




373

Pesticide transition continues | leader.mainelymediallc.com | Scarborough Leader
Province ) @ Nova Scotia ( Province ) e Ontario ( Province ) e Portland ( Oregon ) e
Quebec ( Province ) @ Salmon Arm ( British Columbia ) e Seattle ( Washington ) e Surrey
( British Columbia ) @ Toronto ( Ontario ) @ Vancouver ( British Columbia ) @ Vernon (
British Columbia ) @ Windsor ( Ontario ). For more information, go to REAL TRENDS
AGAINST PESTICIDE BANS ( Web-Page ) http://wp.me/P1jq40-1JO POSTERS(
Report ) http://wp.mel/p1jg40-5ni Scientific research shows, as reported through EPA's
and Health Canada’s VAST TOXICOLOGY DATABASE, that NO harm will occur when
pest control products like 2,4-D are used according to label directions. The toxicity of 2,4-
D is not very high when compared to TABLE SALT. ( See information on web-page
http://lwp.me/P1jq40-1J8 ) Despite the opposite claims of activists, NO regulatory body

in the world classifies 2,4-D as a human carcinogen. 2,4-D has been used for the control
of broad-leaved weeds in the Urban Landscape SINCE 1946. 2,4-D has a 65-YEAR
UNBLEMISHED SAFETY RECORD regarding long-term risk to health. 2,4-D is
SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE and will CAUSE NO HARM. http://wp.me/P1jq40-1J8 To
evaluate the full body of evidence, please take a look at The Industry Task Force Il On 2,4-
D Research Data. http://wp.me/p1jq40-57Y WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH
G THE PESTICIDE TRUTHS WEB-SITE http://pesticidetruths.com/ THE COMPLETE
LIBRARY OF WEB-PAGES, REPORTS & REFERENCES ( Web-Page )
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr PESTICIDE TRUTHS REPORTS ( Web-Page )
http://lwp.me/P1jq40-53G
reply flagged
Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Thu, 2013-02-28 13:44.
I like how this guy is convinced that Dylox is "safe, economical and low-risk", isn't that
crap an organo-phosphate?... He also mentions that 2-4-D has an unblemished safety
risk, yet it was a key ingredient in Agent Orange. Tell your Vietnam veterans that

Agent Orange has an unblemished safety risk and wait for their response... And it's
not all about the active ingredient, beware the additives. Piperonyl Butoxide is a
widely used synergist and according to some sources can cause kidney tumors in
large or repeated quantities.... And like someone else said he has a real cheesy
website with internet memes my teenager could make with a copy/paste picture and
about 30 seconds. Zero actual facts involved...

reply flag this

Submitted by Terri Eddy (not verified) on Sat, 2013-01-19 12:25.

We are proud citizens in that we have chosen to prioritize Scarborough's children, signature
marsh and beaches, watershed, and shellfish economy - over the use of lawn chemicals - by
transitioning to scientifically-based organic horticultural and cultural practices. There is usually
a 3 year period to transition a chemically-dependent lawn with depleted soil, to an organic
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living soil, teaming once more with beneficial life. The health of the soil means everything
when growing grass. Dave Melevski, the town's organic contractor, has done a superb job of
this, and he has only been at it for 5 months. The public is invited to review his work in the
form of photos and field reports, kept in a notebook for viewing at the Town Hall; view the new
type of soil tests that measures beneficial life in the soil(a soil food web), as an indicator of
soil health. | want to thank others who sit on the front lines of this transition every day: Steve
Quirk and his staff at Community Services who are challenged to balance never-ending field
use with organic cultural practices (mowing, watering, etc); Town Manager Tom Hall who
constantly balances requests from the Town Council, citizens of varied opinions, and his job
in implementing the policy; and Community Services staffer Nicole Hall, who does an
exceptional job supporting and documenting the work of the town's Pest Management
Advisory Committee, as they work to implement this policy. Thanks also goes to
Scarborough's Town Councilors - current and past - who voted to put this policy in place - for
having the vision to see the long-term financial and health benefits to future generations. They
have served as a beacon of light to surrounding towns considering the same, and serve as a
model for pending state-level legislation. This is true leadership.

reply flagged

Submitted by WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G (not verified) on Sat, 2013-01-
19 05:45.
ORGANIC PESTICIDE-FREE MAINTENANCE is promoted by people with UNVERIFIABLE
SUCCESS STORIES ! Anti-Pesticide Activists are using BOGUS ORGANIC-
MAINTENANCE to advance their conspiracy to PROHIBIT pest control products. Organic
Pesticide-Free Lawn Care Companies and Consulting Services like Paul Tukey and his
buddies are BOGUS. They are UNABLE to provide ADEQUATE TURF and PLAYING
CONDITIONS. Unfortunately, Organic Pesticide-Free Maintenance leads to UNBEARABLE
and DESTRUCTIVE PEST PROBLEMS and DISORDERS. Moreover, BOGUS-Organic-
and-Pesticide-Free Lawn Care Companies and Consulting Services are NOT economically
viable businesses. In Canada, where BOGUS-Organic has been dealt with for almost a
decade, these Companies and Consulting Services are now facing BANKRUPTCY and
being INVESTIGATED FOR FRAUD. They are NOT able to afford the HIGH COST OF
LABOUR needed to manually remove millions of pests, or the STUNNINGLY EXPENSIVE
and INEFFECTIVE Green Alternative Pesticides. NORAHG has archived more information
on The Pesticide Truths Web-Site ... CARNAGE LEADING TO GARBAGE DUMP GREEN
SPACES ( Web-Page ) http://wp.me/P1jq40-44g CARNAGE LEADING TO GARBAGE
DUMP GREEN SPACES ( Photo Gallery ) http://wp.me/P1jq40-4z3 FAILURE OF
ORGANIC PESTICIDE-FREE MAINTENANCE ( Web-Page ) http://wp.me/P1jq40-3yl U.S.
ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM ( Web-Page ) http://wp.me/P1jg40-2hW WILLIAM H.
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GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against
HUJE that seek to harm the Green space industry. NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT
NON PARTISAN organization that does not accept money from corporations or governments
or trade associations, and represents NO VESTED INTERESTS WHATSOEVER. NORAHG
is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who
promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS. THE PESTICIDE
TRUTHS WEB-SITE http://pesticidetruths.com/ THE COMPLETE LIBRARY OF
REPORTS & REFERENCES http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr

reply flagged

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Fri, 2013-01-18 22:34.
Thank you, Pesticides Committee, for your attention, diligence, and patience. Thank you,

Tom Hall, for your objective attitude-crucial in a situation such as this. A crackpot like
"Pesticide Truths" just muddies the water. He should stop it with the lies and mind his own
business.

reply flag this
Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Fri, 2013-01-18 16:54.
Wow- Pesticide Truths?? You obviously don't have a clue as to what you are talking about.
Chemical pesticides had been used for years on Wiley field to control grub populations which
had gotten out of control. Because of Councilor Sullivan's attempt to derail the organic policy
a contract to begin turf management was delayed until early June when beetles had already
laid their eggs. The grub outbreak was a forgone conclusion. Dylox was approved by the
PMAC to avoid economy injury and was a spot treatment. You must be incredibly desperate
to be calling for resignations and firings. Time to move into the 21st century. Your poisons-
whether chemical or verbal- aren't working any more.

reply flagged
Submitted by PesticideTruths (not verified) on Fri, 2013-01-18 11:06.
What about the 2012 September Dylox (Organophosphate) Treatment that accounted for the
$8500 cost overruns. What about the failed and illegal Cedar Oil Application? Has the Maine
Pesticide Control Board been contacted. NOFA Accredited Go Green Landscaping should
have their license revoked. Tom Hall should be fired. R. Sullivan should be commended for
his foresight into this situation. Wake Up Scarborough you are being fooled. Read what
Scarborough Council has documented in Town Meetings for yourself. Don't rely on Chip
Osborne and Paul Tukey to guide you. They leave a trail of destruction where ever they go. To
Read Actual Field Scouting Reports on Wiley Field and read Council Discussion on the
mistakes made so far go here: pesticidetruths.com/2013/01/16/another-organic-lawn-failure-
dylox-for-grubs-paul-tukey-chip-osborne-tom-kelly-scarborough-maine/
pesticidetruths.com/2013/01/16/scarborough-maine-pesticide-free-failure-dylox-
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organophosphate-cancer-causing-pesticide-were-ahead-of-the-curve-when-it-comes-to-
organics/

reply flagged

Post new comment
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