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Surrey  is a Canadian city in the province of British Columbia, Canada, 
that lies within the Metro Vancouver district, and geographically at the 
centre of the larger region known as the Lower Mainland of British Co-
lumbia.  It is the province's second–largest city by population after the 
city of Vancouver.  (SOURCE :  WIKIPEDIA.) 
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JJ uu ll yy   2244 tt hh ,,   22000088     
 
CChh aarr ll ii ee   SSmm ii tt hh   
 

 
 
 

Vancouver  city council passed a motion in 22000044 banning the use of most pes-
ticides for cosmetic purposes as of JJ aann uu aarr yy   11 ,,   22000066.  Effective the same day, 
Port Moody  and West Vancouver  also banned the cosmetic use of pesti-
cides, herbicides, and insecticides on private property.  This year, Burnaby  
and the District of North Vancouver  joined the club after being approached 
by the Canadian Cancer Society .  New Westminster  council voted last 
month to ask staff to bring forward a similar bylaw for the Royal City.  
 
But Surrey , the region’s second–largest city, has so far shown no inclination to 
take action.  And that has mobilized six students in Kwantlen University 
College ’s environmental–technology program to kick some political ass.  [  PER-

HAPS THESE STUDENTS SHOULD BE SPENDING TIME ON LEGITIMATE STUDIES AS OPPOSED TO TER-
RORIZING POLITICIANS THAT ARE DOING THE RIGHT THING !  ] 
 
CCaarr oo nn   AA dd dd eerr ll ee yy , DDaarr rr eenn   MMaass ll aacc kk , NNii cc oo ll ee   MMuu ee ller, EErr ii nn   SShh aa nn kk ii ee, BB rr ii dd gg ee tt   
TTrr oo uu ss dd ee ll ll , and RReebb eecc cc aa   YYaann cc ii ww  formed a group called LL EEEEPP (which stands 
for Love Our Env ironment   —   Eliminate Pesticides ).   [  WHAT A CUTESY 
NAME !  ] 
  
“ We’re in  an environmental– law class this summer,” AAdd dd eerr ll eeyy  ex-
plained in a phone interview with the Georgia Straight.  “ Our task was to 
find an issue, especially one  that’s a hot topic.   As a group, we’re  
kind of tasked with getting a law changed.”  [  A STUDENT’S « TASK » SHOULD 

BE TO COMPLETE STUDIES IN SCHOOL !  ]  
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They took up the pesticide issue, published  [  PRINTED WITH A PERSONAL COMPUTER  ]  

a brochure about it, and started attending community events to educate the 
public.  [  DON’T THESE GUYS HAVE HOMEWORK !?!?!  ]  Earlier this month, AAdd dd eerr ll ee yy  
said, they were ordered to leave Bear Creek Park’s promenade when they 
showed up with brochures and petitions at a city–sponsored environmental 
event.  [  GOOD !  ] 
 
“ A city employee asked us to leave the grounds,  and basically  said  
we were against the official  Surrey pol icies,” AA dd dd eerr ll ee yy  said. “ We 
weren’t in l ine with their  policies on pest icides.  They didn’t  want  
the public to be confused about the fact that this is not an official  
Surrey policy.”  
 
On Monday (JJ uu ll yy   2288), LL EEEEPP members will appear before Surrey  city council 
to push for a bylaw banning the use of cosmetic pesticides on private and pub-
lic property. “ It is one of the fastest growing cities in B.C., and they 
are one of the few that hasn’t done this yet,” AAdd dd eerr ll ee yy  said.  

 
MMaaee  BB uu rr rr oo ww ss , executive director of Toxic Free Can-
ada , told the Straight in a phone interview that some 
pesticides and herbicides contain carcinogens  [  WRONG !  ]   

that have been linked with non–Hodgkin’s lymphoma.   
[  WRONG !  ]  Several studies have been published on this 
topic in peer–reviewed medical journals.  [  THESE REVIEWS 
WERE CREATED BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR GROUPS THAT HAVE 
CONSPIRED TO PROHIBIT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS !  ]   
 
BB uu rr rr oo ww ss   said that some pesticides and herbicides also 
contain endocrine–disrupting chemicals  [  WRONG !  ], 
which can have a serious impact on children’s sexual de-
velopment  [   THIS IS NEEDLESSLY USING CHILDREN AS WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION !  ]. 
They can lead to low sperm counts   [  WRONG !  ]  and the earlier onset of puberty 
in girls  [  WRONG !  ]  .  “ It’s not the dose,”  she said. “ It’s the timing of 
the dose.”  
 
In addition, BB uu rr rr oo ww ss  said, many pesticides contain neurotoxins that kill in-
sects by changing the enzyme balance in their brains.  “ So you can affect  
children’s learning and behavioural  capacity by exposing them to 
neurotoxins, which are in pesticides,” she said.  [  WRONG !  ]   
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That’s not to mention the impact on salmon populations, birds, and pets.   
[  WRONG !  ]  For politicians, another motivating factor is public opinion.  
 

In AApp rr ii ll , the Canadian Cancer Socie ty  released an Ipsos Reid  telephone 
poll of 3,200 randomly selected adults in BB ..CC..  It showed that 76 percent be-
lieve that cosmetic pesticides pose a threat to their health; the same percentage 
support a provincial law restricting the sale and use of these products.  Ap-
proximately 85 percent of respondents with a lawn or garden said they would 
be willing to use alternatives to pesticides.  [  THE POLL WAS FINANCED BY ENVIRON-
MENTAL TERROR GROUPS THAT HAVE CONSPIRED TO PROHIBIT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS !  ]   
 

LL EEEEPP ’s brochure acknowledges that the City of Surrey  has adopted a program 
called Integrated Pest Management , which is designed to minimize the use 
of harmful chemicals in parks.  But the brochure points out that pesticides are 
still being used by private residences, golf courses, and lawn services, as well 
as being sold at local retail outlets.  It makes reference to a U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services study noting that the pesticide 2,4–D doubles the 
risk of a dog developing canine malignant lymphoma.  [  WRONG !  ]   
 

Vancouver ’s pesticide program allows for the use of pesticides under certain 
circumstances, such as to purify water for use by humans or animals; to disin-
fect swimming pools, hot tubs, spas, and wading pools; to control termites; 
within enclosed buildings; to exterminate or repel rodents; and as an insect re-
pellent for personal use.  
 

Pesticides containing soap, mineral oil, silicon dioxide, ferric phosphate, sul-
phur, biological–control organisms, borax, acetic acid, and pyrethrins are also 
allowed.  
 

“ A number of municipalities have  acknowledged that  not  all pesti-
cides are the same,” a 22000044 Vancouver  staff report states.  “ Some by–
laws identify a list of products or a group of products, which are  
much less potentially harmful to humans or the  environment.  This 
could mirror the list of provincially exempted pesticides, as stated 
in the BC Pesticide Control Act.”  
 

BB uu rr rr oo ww ss  said she was pleased that Burnaby  city council’s motion doesn’t al-
low “pay–and–spray permits”, which undermine pesticide bylaws by allow-
ing operators to pay a fee to use harmful products. “ You can deal with 
your buttercups in a different way than spraying a carcinogen on 
them,” she noted.  [  WRONG !  ]    
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SSuurrrreeyy  sstt uuddeennttss    

ffoorrccee  MMaayyoorr  DDiiaannnnee  WWaattttss    

ttoo  ddeeaall  ww iitthh  ppeessttiicc iiddeess    

 
JJ uu ll yy   1188 tt hh ,,   22000099     
 
CChh aarr ll ii ee   SSmm ii tt hh   
 

 
 
 
The City of Surrey  has finally taken tepid steps toward doing what many other 

municipalities did quite some time ago: ban cosmetic pesticides.  

 

Last week, the region's second largest municipality launched a public consulta-

tion process " to receive options for pest icide control in the City of 

Surrey".  

 

In addition, the council voted in favour of an eight–month trial to ban the use 

of herbicides on boulevards and medians.  

 

Some pesticides and herbicides contain carcinogens that have been linked in 

peer–reviewed studies to non–Hodgkin's lymphoma.  [  WRONG !  ]   

 

Surrey  is still far behind other municipalities    [  SO W HAT !  ]   —  such as Van-
couver , West Vancouver , Burnaby , the District of North Vancouver , and 

New Westminster   —  that have dealt with this issue in a more comprehen-

sive way.  [  IN OTHER W ORDS, THEY BUCKLED UNDER THE PRESSURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR 

GROUPS !  ]   
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But the pressure continues to build on Mayor DDii aann nn ee  WWaatt tt ss , who has basi-

cally thumbed her nose at Canadian Cancer Society  efforts to ban cosmetic 

pesticides.  [  THIS ORGANIZATION IS A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP THAT HAS 

CONSPIRED TO PROHIBIT LEGAL AND SAFE PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS ACROSS CANADA !  ]   

 

Some of the credit should go to six Kwantlen Polytechnic  University  stu-

dents  [  ... WHO OBVIOUSLY ARE NEGLECTING THEIR STUDIES, AND CLEARLY HAVE NO EXPERTISE IN 

MATTERS INVOLVING PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS !  ] , who played a key role in drawing at-

tention to Surrey council's hesitation to take steps to protect children's health.  

 

Nearly a year ago, I wrote an article in the Georgia Straight about the efforts of 

CCaarr oo nn   AA dd dd eerr ll ee yy , DDaarr rr eenn   MMaass ll aacc kk , NNii cc oo ll ee   MMuu ee ll ll ee rr , EErr ii nn   SShh aann kk ii ee, BB rr ii dd gg eett   
TTrr oo uu ss dd ee ll ll , and RReebb eecc cc aa   YYaann cc ii ww  to persuade Surrey  council to take action.  

 

The students named their group  [  WITH A CUTESY NAME  ]  LEEP , which was a 

shorthand version of the longer name :  Love Our Env ironment — Elimi-
nate Pesticides .   [  WHAT ARE THESE STUDENTS BEING TAUGHT AT KWANTLEN !?!  ]   

 

At one point during their campaign for a safer environment, they were ordered 

to leave Bear Creek Park's promenade where they were handing out leaflets 

and petitions at a city–sponsored environmental event.  [  GOOD !  ]   

 

“ A city employee asked us to leave the grounds,  and basically  said  

we were against the official Surrey policies,” AA dd dd eerr ll ee yy  said at the 

time.  “ We weren’t in line with their pol icies on pesticides.  They 

didn’t want  the public to be confused about the fact that this is not  

an official Surrey policy.”  

 

The students' efforts have demonstrated once again that it is possible to 

change the world.  [  WRONG !  ]   Sometimes, however, it doesn't happen quite as 

quickly as some people might like. 
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esidential properties would likely see an 
increase in lawn and garden weeds and 

the proliferation of some common diseases such 
as powdery mildew and leaf spots.  >> 
 
<<  There would also be an increase in damage 
from insects such as aphids, shield bugs, loopers 
and scale.  The image of the city could be nega-
tively affected.  >> 
 
 
 
Quote from 
 
Surrey Parks, Recreation & Cul ture Depar tment.  
  

<<  R 
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SSuurrrreeyy  ttaakkeess  sstteeppss    

ttoo  bbaann  ppeesstt iicciiddeess   

JJ uu ll yy   1177 tt hh ,,   22000099   
 
AA mm yy   OO’’ BB rr ii aann   
 

 
The Vancouver Sun 
 

City playing ‘catch–up’ with other major cities, official says 
 
 
SURREY  ▬▬  The City o f Surrey  is taking steps toward banning cosmetic 

pesticide use, starting with an eight–month trial ban of the chemicals on city 

property. 

 

 

Surrey ’s move comes years after many other major Canadian municipalities 

banned pesticide use due to public health concerns, including Toronto , Van-
couver  and the entire province of Quebec . 

 

 

“ We’re playing catch–up with other 

major cities,” said BB oo bb   CCaamm pp bb ee ll ll , vice–

chairman of Surrey ’s environmental advi-

sory committee. 

 

 

Other BB ..CC.. municipalities with pesticide by-

laws already in place include Maple Ridge , 

Port Moody , Burnaby , Victoria , Whis tler  

and Comox , among others.  
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But while Surrey  does not yet have a bylaw on the books, 
Mayor DDii aann nn ee   WWaatt tt ss  said Friday in an interview that the 
city has gradually been moving away from using pesticides 
in parks and on city property for some time. 
 
“ We have cut  back on our own without going to an 
all–out ban, ” WWaatt tt ss  said. “ We’ve pulled back a lot, 
so our use is very minimal. ”  
 
The eight–month trial does not include a ban on pesticide 
use on privately owned land, but the city will begin a con-
sultation process to hear feedback on various pesticide–
control options, including a possible ban on residential use. 
 
The trial ban specifically targets pesticide use on the city’s boulevards and me-
dians, mainly because the city is already using alternative methods of weed 
and pest control in other parts of the city, WWaatt tt ss  said.  She expects the bylaw 
will be passed in the fall. 
 
A corporate report written by the city’s parks, recreation and culture depart-
ment says the bylaw could potentially affect homeowners and the image of the 
city. 
 
“ Residential properties would likely see an increase in  lawn and 
garden weeds and the proliferation of some common diseases such as 
powdery mildew and leaf spots, ” the report says. 

 
“ There would also be an increase in damage from insects such as 
aphids, shield  bugs, loopers and scale.  The image of the city could  
be negatively affected. ” 
 
The bylaw would still allow pesticide use in certain circumstances, including 
the control of noxious weeds, destroying pests that are in or on buildings, 
maintaining the safety of pedestrian surfaces or sport surfaces, and managing 
pests that threaten sensitive ecosystems.  
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FORCE OF NATURE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It is a series 
of e–newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT, politicians, mu-
nicipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  Force of Nature is pro-
duced in two parts.  First.  The Media Report itself that reports on the current events affecting the future of the 
GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  Independent Perspective, which is a running commentary, sometimes also of 
a more technical in nature. 
 
Force of Nature is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions expressed in these e–
newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those of everyone in the GREEN 
SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. Gathercole and his team may some-
times be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another pure and 
applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the GREEN SPACE 

INDUSTRY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. Gathercole has been a con-
sultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TER-

RORISM for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental issues reached a fevered pitch in the 
1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive municipal regulations re-
stricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being 
ANTI–ENVIRONMENT–MOVEMENT, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  
However, this position has not precluded him from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowl-
edge of our long journey with environmental issues is UNDENIABLE.  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, Mr. Gath-
ercole has been a contributing columnist for TURF & Recreation Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Main-
tenance Authority. 
 
All pictures contained  in Force of Nature were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that they are in the 
public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, publicity photos, or press media 
stock. 
 
Information presented in Force of Nature has been developed for the education and entertainment of the reader.  
The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are not always fictitious.  Any 
similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibition  ●  
British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  Consequences  ●  
David Suzuki Foundation  ●  DDT and Our World of Politicized Science  ●  Death and the Environmental 
Movement  ●  Golf and Landscape Trade Industries  ●  June Irwin, The Princess of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera 
Jean Cottam  ●  Kelowna BC Prohibition  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario 
Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  
Quebec Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of On-
tario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of Integrated 
Pest Management  ●  The Industry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  The Wisdom of the 
Solomons  ●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE OF FORCE OF NATURE 

TODAY. 

 

 


