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October 1, 2013

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Town of Hudson announces SQ investigation now with UPAC

HUDSON – The ongoing Sûreté du Québec (SQ) investigation into financial irregularities at the 

Town of Hudson is now being handled by l’Unité permanente anticorruption (UPAC).

Also, the Ministère des affaires municipales des régions et de l’occupation du territoire

(MAMROT) will soon be conducting an audit of the Town’s sewer and water infrastructure 

project begun some years ago.

In addition, the investigation by Revenue Canada and Revenu Québec following Hudson’s 

internal audit which uncovered improper deductions at source on the salaries of its municipal 

employees continues.

“Hudson is living though a very difficult time in its history,” said the Town’s newly-appointed 

Director General, Catherine Haulard. 

“But the Town’s employees and myself are working hard to restore Hudson’s credibility and re-

establish a sense of trust towards the municipal administration. And the response to its financial 

and operational reform is already underway.”

Haulard and Interim Mayor Diane Piacente, along with the council and administration of the 

Town of Hudson, are working actively with all inquiries, and Piacente and Town Treasurer 

Sylvain Bernard will continue to meet with UPAC investigators.

“We are all fully engaged in the “heavy lifting” required to reform Hudson’s regulatory and 

procedural processes which have been lacking for so many years,” Haulard said. 

Most currently, two new bylaws are to be adopted on October 1: Bylaw 634: Budget Control and 

Monitoring Policy; and Bylaw 635: Reimbursements of Fees by Council and Management for 

Travel and Meal Expenses.

In addition, a purchase order system has been put into place which will take effect October 15.

A contractual management policy will also be presented to the new council in November, and 

further reforms will be instituted in the months ahead.
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Piacente is spearheading the much-needed procedural and regulatory changes along with 

Haulard.

“This spring Hudson found itself at a very difficult moment,” Piacente said. “But ever since the

first financial irregularities were discovered, council and I have worked extremely hard to 

improve and reform our procedures in the short time remaining in our mandate.

“We will continue to do all that we can in that ongoing effort.”
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