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Michigan ban on 

phosphorous in fertilizer 

starts Jan. 1, 2012

By TINA LAM

Free Press Staff Writer

Lawn companies and retailers say they won't 

have a hard time complying with a new statewide 

ban on phosphorus in fertilizer, since many 

townships, cities and counties already have 

similar bans.

After Jan. 1, 2012, it will be illegal in Michigan to 

apply fertilizers with phosphorus to residential 

or commercial lawns.

Phosphorus, a naturally occurring soil nutrient, 

helps grow strong plant roots, but when it runs 

off in large amounts into streams and lakes, it 

feeds algae and nuisance underwater plants.

The ban, passed by legislators Thursday, leaves 

plenty of time to adapt to the law.

"We stopped selling phosphorus fertilizers about 

two years ago," said Bill Young, assistant store m

anager of Home Depot on Coolidge Highway in 

Troy. That's because Oakland, Macomb and 

Wayne counties already have similar bans, and 

other bans nationwide have led fertilizer makers 

to remove the phosphorus from their products, 

often substituting potash, he said.

Young said Scott's Weed and Feed, a top seller, is 

already phosphorus-free.

In the Midwest, Minnesota, Wisconsin, New York 

and Illinois already restrict phosphorus in lawn 

products nationwide.

The state's ban will exclude farmers -- who 

already work with the state Department of 

Agriculture to reduce their phosphorus use --

golf courses, new lawns and homeowners who 

can prove their lawn needs phosphorus through 

soil tests.

The state's landscape industry supported the 

legislation, said Amy Frankmann, executive 

director of the Michigan Nursery and Landscape 

Association, which includes companies that 

apply fertilizers. The group was disappointed 

that the new law still allows local ordinances 

more restrictive than the state law, she said.

Environmental groups worked for eight years to 

get the ban, said Elizabeth Riggs of the Huron 

River Watershed Council. In the meantime, some 

cities and counties adopted their own bans.

Testing of the Huron River, which feeds into the 

algae-ridden Belleville and Ford lakes, has shown 

a 30% drop in phosphorus levels since Ann Arbor 

adopted a fertilizer ban in 2007, she said.

Riggs said although the law does have fines, 
Advertisement

Page 1 sur 2Format Dynamics :: CleanPrint :: http://www.freep.com/article/20101205/NEWS05/...

08/01/2011http://www.freep.com/fdcp/?1294508735587



While farm fertilizers, which need phosphorus to 

grow strong crops, will continue to be the 

biggest contributor of phosphorus to waterways, 

the new law will mean a significant reduction 

because homeowners are often the worst 

offenders in overusing fertilizer, said James Clift, 

policy director of the Michigan Environmental 

Council.

"There are a lot of uses of phosphorus, so we 

have to focus on the ones we can eliminate," he 

said.

Contact Tina Lam: 313-222-6421 or 

tlam@freepress.com
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