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HARTFORD -- The House of Representatives on Wednesday unanimously approved a bill that 

would limit the use of phosphorus and allow six communities, including Danbury, a chance to 

develop statewide water-pollution regulations.

The 150-0 vote, following unanimous Senate action, sends the legislation to Gov. Dannel P. 

Malloy.

The bill would give Danbury a chance to delay more than $30 million in sewage plant upgrades 

required by the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

The legislation includes a provision for owners of established lawns, with two or more years of growth and mowing, to be fined up to $500 for 

violating the ban on spreading the fertilizer.

Under questioning from lawmakers, Rep. Linda Gentile, D-Ansonia,  admitted that there is no provision for appealing fines.

Farms and the state's 115 golf courses would be exempt from the rule, mostly because lawmakers said golf courses have professional 

groundskeepers who don't often overuse the expensive chemical and farmers are generally frugal in its use, lawmakers said.

Phosphorus leaching into bodies of water such as the Housatonic River and Lake Zoar has been linked to algae blooms that remove the oxygen 

necessary for aquatic life. Much of the phosphorus,  however, comes from out of state, officials say.

"This is a legitimate way for this problem to be looked at and discussed," said Rep. William Aman, R-South Windsor, ranking member of the 

Planning and Development Committee.

The bill would put officials from Danbury on a panel with their counterparts from Meriden, Waterbury,  Cheshire, Southington and Wallingford 

and members of the state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to study the issue of phosphorus, including out-of-state and so-

called non-point sources.

"I'm just looking for some kind of assurance that costs would not be passed on to the city of Danbury," said Rep. Richard Smith, R-

New Fairfield.

Under the legislation, consumers would be informed of the limits on phosphorus application to lawns through public signs at places fertilizer is 

sold, including hardware and feed stores.
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