
The City of Greater Sudbury is considering implementing a ban on fertilizer that 
contains phosphorus in an attempt to reduce blue-green algae in area lakes. City 
staff say the ban may not completely fix the blue-green algae problem. File photo.
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Fertilizer ban may not fix blue-green algae problem: 
city

Long Lake residents still unable to use water
By: Martha Dillman - Sudbury Northern Life

Residents living around Long Lake are still advised to not use their water due to a blue-green algae bloom discovered 
on the lake June 30. 

Stephen Butcher, who lives on the lake, is the chair of the Long Lake Stewardship Committee and a member of the 
Greater Sudbury Watershed Alliance. He said this isn't the first time residents around the lake have had to deal with a 
blue-green algae bloom. The first was in 2008. 

“It's not going to be resolved until we take steps to correct this,” he said. “It's the phosphate that triggers (blue-green 
algae).” 

Back in April, Butcher and other members of the watershed alliance presented a proposed bylaw to the Greater 
Sudbury policy committee, requesting the city consider a ban on fertilizer containing phosphorus. 

“Council voted unanimously back in April for a phosphate ban on fertilizer (and) asked staff to draw up the bylaw,” he 
said. 

Stephen Monet, manager of environmental planning initiatives with the city, said the report is finished. According to the 
city's website, it will be presented during the July 13 city council meeting. 

City council will be able to choose from three options: implement a bylaw that would restrict the use of fertilizer with 
phosphorus, start a “lake friendly” household products campaign or remain status quo. 

The report recommends that city council implement the bylaw and have city staff “retain outside legal advice to further 
investigate the jurisdictional issues and content of such a bylaw.” 

However, Monet said banning fertilizer with phosphorus may not completely solve the problem. 

“One of my concerns is that they're raising expectations by passing a bylaw that blue-green algae is going to go away,” 
he said. “That's really not the case.” 

Monet said only about five per cent of the lawn fertilizer sold for general use in the city contains phosphorus. 

“It's certainly a part of the puzzle, but a very small part,” he said. “A lot of phosphorus has already entered the lakes 
through legacy issues.” 

Monet said when the “initial fumigations from the mining companies removed vegetation from the area, the soil eroded 
and ... had nowhere to go but into the lakes.” 

“That would have increased the phosphorus of the lakes that would have been contained within the impacted zone,” he 
said. 

Monet added that though phosphorus contributes to blue-green algae, it may not be the main factor for the blooms. He 
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said the phosphorus levels in Long Lake “ironically are not very high.” 

“Last year we measured a phosphorus level in the spring of seven (and) generally, you start to see problems ... from an 
algae standpoint around 20,” he said. 

“In fact, blue-green algae has been found the past three years as well in Windy Lake, which is one of the lowest 
phosphorus levels out of any lakes in the municipality. It has a phosphorus level between three and four.” 

But those numbers are cold comfort to residents who have been advised by the Sudbury and District Health Unit to find 
an “alternate source of water for cooking and consumption.” 

“If the bloom is present, then (residents are) not to use the water for anything,” Allan McDougall, environmental support 
officer with the Sudbury and District Health Unit, said. “Don't swim in it, don't let your pets swim in it, don't shower in it 
or anything.” 

McDougall said a confirmed report of the bloom at this time is considered “early” compared to previous years and 
encourages residents to be “vigilant and check their waterfront” for blue-green algae. 

“The season usually runs from mid-July to the end of October,” he said. “This was a very small one, but it's early in the 
season. So once it's there, it usually reoccurs.” 

McDougall said one would have to ingest a “fair amount” of affected water to get sick, but said drinking or using water 
with blue-green algae could affect someone's kidneys, central nervous system or cause irritation to the skin. 

Monet said getting rid of blue-green algae is a long-term problem that can be controlled by “better sediment control 
when a development goes in.” He also said if residents do apply fertilizer, they should make sure there are no heavy 
rains in the forecast for the next 48 hours to help the fertilizer dissolve into the soil. Creating a “buffer strip between the 
water and managed or manicured lawn area,” also helps Monet said. 

For now, Butcher can still drink water at his home, as he has a water filtration system and has for the past 10 years. 

He said the systems costs between $3,500 and $5,000 and the expense isn't something people on the lake, who are 
now being told to find an alternate permanent source of water, likely won't want to be burdened with. 

“The vast majority of people on this lake — the 1,200 homes — are using lake water,” he said. “It would be millions of 
dollars.”
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Hey Peter Griffin:

I'm surprised your not complaining that 
the names of the polluters aren't posted! 

LMAO

7/10/2011 4:48:52 PM - Report Abuse

"I have no idea ..." 

You said it all right there.

7/9/2011 4:51:58 PM - Report Abuse

Peter..... let your belt out a notch - it is causing you to experience symptoms of gangrenous 
constipation. My comment was in regard to leaching of phosphates due to old smelting practises. I was 
questioning whether we contribute more phosphates from sources other than fertilizer. 
====================================
“Monet said when the “initial fumigations from the mining companies removed vegetation from the area, 
the soil eroded and ... had nowhere to go but into the lakes.” 

These articles may be of interest 

to you:
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“That would have increased the phosphorus of the lakes that would have been contained within the 
impacted zone,” he said.

7/9/2011 12:25:30 PM - Report Abuse

"I have no idea..."

And that's exactly what the eco-hysteria folks count on. People not knowing and simply taking the false 
fears as fact.

7/9/2011 10:12:29 AM - Report Abuse

Magnesium phosphate is used to create air entrainment in concrete to prevent spalling and is also used 
in rapid repair concrete products. I think it is also used as a deicer in lieu of salt. Our road curbs and 
storm sewer system would be primary users of these products. I have no idea whether this has any 
influence in the level of phosphates entering our lakes.

7/9/2011 9:36:15 AM - Report Abuse

The fix is painless?

A knee-jerk, over reaction, proposal to ban something to combat a natural phenomenon. - Brilliant.

The blind buying in belief that 'we have to do something! Before its too late!' is crap. Hysteria and a false 
panic sand foundation the global warming house of cards is built upon. Again, and again, and again, we 
are given 1/2 truths by greenie panic and simply take it as gospel.
THAT is the real pain.

Wake up folks. Ban this. Ban that. Make a law for this, make a law for that. All based on hype. Pay more 
here, pay more there. All because some 1/2 baked theories. We SHOULD be suspicious, Mike. Don't be 
a sheep.

7/8/2011 8:44:35 PM - Report Abuse

I think the blue green algae problem is real Peter.
If it isn't a real problem now, can we afford to bury our heads in the sand next to yours until it IS a 
problem?
The fix is pretty painless Peter.
Stop using phosphate fertizers on your lawn.....we're living without 24D aren't we?
Stop using phosphate containing detergents
and
maintain your septic beds.
Lakes like Nipawin, Long and Ramsey are large an assets and shouldn't be neglected because we're 
suspicious of the message carrier

7/8/2011 8:25:17 PM - Report Abuse

Cue the over dramatic response.

Nice one Mike.
You forgot the "Think of the children!!!" line. Don't forget all those polar bears drowning in the Arctic too.

1/2 truths and creating a false panic doesn't fool anybody.

7/8/2011 7:37:26 PM - Report Abuse

Corruption Killer.......you are correct when you say BG Algae can fix nitrogen but I'm not sure what that 
has to do with the fertilizer & septic bed as sources of phosphates.
"When phosphates are introduced into water systems, higher concentrations cause increased growth of 
algae and plants" (c&p'd from Wikipedia)
We can begin reducing phospates entering the watershed next time we do the dishes or laundry. As 
some City nimrod pointed out, the cure will not happen tomorrow but it won't happen ever if we don't 
start addressing the issue now.
If you live on or have a camp on a lake with septic bed and manicured lawns etc., your enjoyment of that 
lake except as a view may not last long

7/8/2011 6:07:46 PM - Report Abuse

Told you so.

On June 6th, I posted here:
northernlife.ca/news/letterstotheeditor/2011/07/05-fertilizer-bylaw-protect-lakes-Sudbury.aspx

To recap for those that missed the TRUTH: 

More of the same Chicken Little bull.

Blue-green 'algae' is a NATURAL bacteria. It is everywhere in the world. This is nothing short of another 
greenie game of 3 Card Monte.
They blame the odd use of fertilizer, yet there are still septic beds that leak and dump into our local 
lakes. All those camps and expensive homes gripe about pollution but gladly flush and wash with soaps 
to their pleasures.

At the end of the day, the FACT is that this is a NATURAL bacteria. One that flourishes on warm, still 
stretches of weather. Long Lake is a prime spot for it to happen.
Get a grip Vivian. Banning everything won't change nature.

7/8/2011 4:45:38 PM - Report Abuse

Drinking stagnant water during hot, dry weather can cause death in animals. This water can contain 
certain species of cyanobacteria (formerly known as blue green algae). Intoxication with cyanobacteria 
is characterized by convulsions, ataxia (in- coordination), bloody diarrhea and sudden death. Affected 
animals rarely range far from the water source. 

At least four types of potentially poisonous cyanobacteria are known to occur. Toxins from these 
bacteria are poisonous to cattle, horses, sheep, pigs, chickens, ducks (domestic and wild), pigeons, 
geese, herons, songbirds, dogs, rabbits, small wild and domestic animals, and even frogs, fish and 
snakes. Cyanobacterial toxins are primarily neurotoxic (affect the nervous system) and hepatotoxic 
(affect the liver). Clinical signs in cyanobacterial poisoning include nervous derangement, staggering, 
tremors and severe abdominal pain. The toxins are also poisonous to humans. 

Page 3 of 4Fertilizer ban may not fix blue-green algae problem: city - Sudbury Local News

11/07/2011http://www.northernlife.ca/news/localNews/2011/07/08-bluegreen-algae-lakes-sudbury.a...



Northern 
Subscribe

Sudbury News:Home Page,Local News,Police & Court News,
Sudbury Sports:Local Sports,Sudbury Wolves
Sudbury Business:Northern Ontario Business
Sudbury Classifieds
Obituaries
Sudbury Newspaper:Home Delivery,Advertise,Staff,Contact Northern Life,
Sudbury Awards Programs:Community Builder Awards,Influential 
Special Sections:Feature Publications,Contests,Horoscopes
RSS | Join us on Facebook | Follow us on Twitter

Corruption Killer

Mike from Sudbury

The land and home prices will crash on this lake now.

7/8/2011 4:22:07 PM - Report Abuse

Blue-green algae can fix nitrogen from the atmosphere and water. So reducing nitrogen won't help now. 
This lake will soon be like lake Erie if they don't do something.

The cure is natural. Zebra mussels arrived in the Great Lakes in the mid-to late-1980s. The mussels are 
filter feeders capable of removing much of the planktonic algae (phytoplankton) from the water. 
Colonization of Lake Erie by zebra mussels resulted in several years of improved water clarity and 
dramatic food web changes, especially a shift in algal production from phytoplankton to bottom-dwelling 
algae and plants.

In the 1990s, however, large late-summer algal blooms began to reappear in western Lake Erie. Blooms 
occurred sporadically in the late 1990s, but seem to be increasing in frequency since at least 1992 
(Table 1). Summers of 2003-2006 all had blooms of varying magnitude. These blooms have been 
dominated by the blue-green alga (cyanobacteria) Microcystis aeruginosa. Microcystis had been a 
common species in Lake Erie for at least a century, but rarely grew to nuisance bloom proportions. 
Blooms of Microcystis become most evident during calm periods when the cells float to the surface and 
form a scum. Continually windy weather may prevent the formation of surface scums, but the overall 
biomass of algae in the water may still be high (as in 2005).

Blooms of Microcystis are of concern because Microcystis is poor food for the tiny grazing crustaceans 
(zooplankton) that are, in turn, important food for larval fish. Microcystis also often contains a potent 
toxin called microcystin that when ingested by animals may damage the liver. Since most municipalities 
along the lakeshore obtain drinking water from Lake Erie, this is of special concern. It is believed that 
water treatment procedures are effective in removing the toxin and to date there have been no reports 
of the toxin in drinking water supplies.

If lake Erie can be cleaned up by Zebra Mussels I say let's get some and sa

7/8/2011 2:24:53 PM - Report Abuse

"Monet said banning fertilizer with phosphorus may not completely solve the problem...
Mr. McDougall said, “Last year we measured a phosphorus level in the spring of seven". “The (algae) 
season usually runs from mid-July to the end of October,” 

Can these city employees be this thick? 
They do the tests in the spring and report the phosphate levels are not serious but on the other hand, 
they know the algae growth season is in mid - late summer.

If it's not all from the fertilizer Mr. Monet, check downslope from the septic beds on these lakes. Don't 
just sit there shaking your heads. Find out what's going on or is the city concerned about the reaction of 
the lake residents if their septic beds are condemned.

It's bad enough that they can't drink from their taps, now they can't ......well you know where I'm going 
here
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