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TORONTO – The Ontario Liberals have removed an online endorsement from famed environmentalist 

David Suzuki, as a result of an apparent political spat between the Grits and unnamed political 

opponents.

The endorsement seems to have disappeared over the weekend.

The page, a cached version of which was viewed by The Citizen, is labelled with a Suzuki quote: “I’m 

offering an endorsement of what Mr. McGuinty has done, absolutely.”

It contains a short video titled “David Suzuki Endorses Dalton McGuinty.”

The video shows Suzuki walking with McGuinty in a Vancouver park. Suzuki touts the premier’s 

leadership on the green energy file and says, “I happen to applaud the future he’s aiming us into.”

A Liberal spokeswoman said in a statement that political “opponents” had “tried to misconstrue Mr. 

Suzuki’s personal comments and attribute them to his foundation.”

“To ensure that doesn’t happen, the video was moved from websites,” Alicia Johnston said.

It is unclear which opponents the Liberals are referring to. Attempts to clarify the statement were 

unsuccessful.

A message from a Liberal official earlier in the campaign appears to give clues to the vanishing 

endorsement.

On Sept. 9, Grahame Rivers tweeted: “Correction. I tweeted David Suzuki said vote Liberal incorrectly. 

Release expressed support for the GEA (Green Energy Act) but did not direct people to vote.”

A spokesman for the David Suzuki Foundation wouldn’t say whether the environmental advocacy 

group had requested the web page be removed.

“All I can tell you is we don’t get involved in political campaigns,” said Jim Boothroyd, “We are a non-

profit governed by the rules of the CRA. If you want to know specifically what happened to that video 

you’re going to have to talk to the Liberal camp.”

Boothroyd said Suzuki typically speaks on behalf of the foundation.

“Occasionally he expresses his own personal opinion,” he said.

Boothroyd added his group “strongly endorses” the Green Energy Act, the seminal Liberal legislation 

aimed at kick starting a local green manufacturing cluster.
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Environmental issues are playing a prominent role in the current campaign.

The two-term Liberals have used their green energy legislation – which pays above-market rates to 

wind and solar producers who agree to buy 60 per cent of the project from local suppliers – to stave off 

competition on the right and the left.

They are therefore touting the legislation as the cornerstone of a jobs creation strategy and also as 

proof of the party’s environmental bona fides.

That particular argument is increasingly important among centre-left voters who could throw their 

support either to McGuinty or New Democratic Party leader Andrea Horwath.

Horwath’s party has doubled its popularity in the past two years and is running at 29 per cent, 

according to a Leger Marketing poll released Sunday. The online poll sampled 1,001 Ontarians 

between Sept 12 and 15.

On the eve of the election Liberal campaign director Greg Sorbara pointed to a hole in the NDP’s 

environmental policies. “I don’t hear about the environment … in their platform,” he said. “As someone 

who has been around here for a long time, my sense is of grave disappointment and of real concern.”

Environmentalists have questioned the NDP decision to subsidize the price of oil and gas by cutting 

provincial HST on those two items. The move is seen as one that will discourage transit use and 

increase pollution.
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