
 
 

Adapted from The L ist Un iverse.  

09/06/2009 

 

Cancer represents a class of diseases in which a group of cells 
display the following characteristics.  ─ 
 

•••• Uncontrolled growth, which is cell division beyond 
the normal limits. 

•••• Invasion, which is the intrusion on and destruction of 
adjacent tissues. 

•••• Metastasis, which sometimes spreads to other loca-
tions in the body via lymph or blood. 

 
These three malignant properties of cancers differentiate them 
from benign tumours, which are self–limited, and do not in-
vade or metastasize. 
 
Most cancers form a tumour but some, like leukemia, do not. 
 
This Force of Nature Special Report looks at the common mis-
conceptions about cancer. 
 
This document may be deemed suitable for the classroom, pub-
lic meetings, or media outlets.  It helps set the record straight 
on a number of important issues regarding cancer. 
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This is probably one of the biggest cancer misconceptions.  
The use of the slogan CURE FOR CANCER has forced the 
public to assume that essentially one drug will fix all cancers.  
Unfortunately, there are over a hundred types of cancer, and 
they must all be approached differently, depending upon how 
much knowledge is known about the specific cancer, and also 
depending on the patient’s specific needs. 
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Although cancer is incurable so far, 
the individual cancer patient CAN 
BE CURED.  Technically, it IS gen-
erally true that cancer is NOT cur-
able.  Nonetheless, it is horribly 
wrong and very much false to tell 
someone that they cannot be cured of 
their cancer.  There is a CURED 
STATUS.  Hence, as far as individu-
als are concerned, THERE MAY be a 
cure for their cancer.  Additionally, 
remission from cancer may occur in 
the first five years immediately after 
diagnosis.  If, after treatment and af-
ter those five years, there is no re-
currence of the cancer, then the pa-
tient is declared CURED.  Certain types, like skin cancer, are 
curable by simply removing the tumour.  While childhood leu-
kemia and breast cancer are incurable as a disease, 80 to 90 
per cent of patients undergo successful treatments, and can be-
come cured, and can live relatively normal lives afterwards. 
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The general consensus 
is that this is false.  In 
fact, cellular phone 
technology is advan–
cing so rapidly that 
there are now far fewer 
possibilities of carcino-
gens than ever before.  
On the matter of brain 
cancer, studies on its 
correlation with cellu-
lar phones are not easy 
to determine because it 
is difficult to accurate-
ly document such a 
study.  However, the 
most recent study per-
formed by the Danish 
Cancer Society found 
NO link between cellu-
lar phones and brain 
cancer.   
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It is a misconception to believe that any lumps or large masses 
detected during cancer screenings are cancerous.  NOT 
EVERY abnormality is an automatic cancer diagnosis.  It could 
just be a cyst that would either reabsorb itself into the body, or 
it may need to be surgically removed.  Some tumours are be-
nign, meaning they are non–cancerous.  Screenings are impor-
tant in determining which tumours are benign, pre–cancerous, 
or cancerous.   



 
 

Adapted from The L ist Un iverse.  

09/06/2009 

 

 
 
 
This is a misconception that has regularly shown up in news 
headlines since the 1970s, because of a 1969 study on the ef-
fects of cyclamate on mice.  It was later disclosed that the 
mice had been given the cyclamate equivalent of 800 cans of 

diet soda per day for sev-
eral weeks.  NO studies 
using moderate amounts of 
artificial sweeteners have 
shown that cyclamate can 
lead to cancer.  Artificial 
sweeteners have become 
controversial as the most 
prevalent food myth, but 
misconceptions also exist 

concerning other kitchen goods, from coffee, to broccoli, and 
to even water (specifically the fluoride content in water).  Just 
as with the test conducted on the mice with cyclamate, TOO 
MUCH OF ANYTHING could lead to cancer, but it requires an 
EXCESSIVE AMOUNT of the product to be POTENTIALLY 
cancerous.  
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It is a misconception to believe that 
all you need to beat cancer is a 
positive attitude, and not treatment.  
Nonetheless, it can be said that a 
good attitude DOES wonders to 
help alleviate the gravity of the 
situation.  For this reason, many 
staff members of a cancer ward 
tend to have a very pleasant de-
meanor.  It certainly helps that the 
patient can maintain a positive out-
look throughout treatment. How-
ever, cancer is much more than 
simply MIND OVER MATTER, and 
to date, Western medical research 
has provided the ONLY avenue that 
has been repeatedly and compre-
hensively studied and has consis-
tently proven to be THE MOST ef-
fective treatment against cancer.   



 
 

Adapted from The L ist Un iverse.  

09/06/2009 

 

 
 
 
Could surgery cause cancer to spread throughout the body ?  
This myth probably originated several decades ago, when phy-
sicians could diagnose only the most advanced stages of can-
cer, and when surgeries were exploratory.  Cancer treatment 
was still pretty rudimentary, and without modern equipment, 
and there was no way to fully determine if every cancerous 
cell was removed.  Today’s equipment is vastly improved, and 
can provide a much clearer picture of what needs to be done 
during surgery. 
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Women are 100 times 
more likely to get 
breast cancer than men 
but since men also 
have breast tissue, it 
is still possible for 
them to develop breast 
cancer.  The American 
Cancer Society has 
stated that appproxi-
mately 2000 men are 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer every year.  
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It’s true that there are more cases of cancer than in the past but 
this does not take into account many other factors, such as in-
creased population and longevity.  An increased life span is 
important since the risk for certain cancers will increase with 
age.  When compared to populations of the past, there has ac-
tually been a DECREASE in the risk of cancer.  This miscon-
ception may be prevalent simply because the topic of cancer is 
no longer taboo, and people hear about cancer more often than 
they did in the past.  
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The general consensus is that this is false.  It is interesting to 
note that Canadian Cancer Society, through its promotional lit-
erature, continues to insist there is a link between pest control 
products and cancer, despite the fact that American Cancer So-
ciety does not share the same viewpoint.  On the matter of 
weed control products such as 2,4–D, some health–care trade 
associations have cast some doubt on the safety of pest control 
products, particularly in relation to lawn care maintenance.  
The ultimate authority on the matter, the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (P.M.R.A.) of Health Canada, recently re-
leased the DEFINITIVE RE–EVALUATION of 2,4–D, and re-
ported that NO OTHER international regulatory body consid-
ers 2,4–D to be a human carcinogen.  Based on all available 
and relevant data, Health Canada 
agreed that 2,4–D IS NOT a car-
cinogen, and concluded that the 
use of 2,4–D to treat lawns and 
turf DID NOT entail an unaccept-
able risk of harm to human health 
or the environment.   
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Force of Nature was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It is a 
series of e–newsletters destined for the Green Space Industry, the environmental movement, politi-
cians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  Force of 
Nature is produced in two parts.  First.  The Media Report itself that reports on the current events affect-
ing the future of the Green Space Industry.  Second.  Independent Perspective., which is a running 
commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 
 

Force of Nature is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions expressed 
in these e–newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those of eve-
ryone in the Green Space Industry, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. Gathercole and 
his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the University of Guelph, and another pure and 
applied science degree from McGill University.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the Green Space 
Industry, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. Gathercole has been a con-
sultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the evolution of environmental ter-
rorism for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental issues reached a fevered pitch in the 
1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive municipal regulations 
restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being 
anti–environment–movement, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate FOR the Green Space Indus-
try.  However, this position has not precluded him from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast 
knowledge of our long journey with environmental issues is undeniable.  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, 
Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing columnist for TURF & Recreation Magazine, Canada’s 
Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 
 
All pictures contained  in Force of Nature were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that they 
are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, publicity photos, or 
press media stock. 
 
Information presented in Force of Nature has been developed for the education and entertainment 
of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are 
not always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibi-
tion  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  
Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  Death and the Environmental Movement  ●  Golf and 
Landscape Trade Industries  ●  June Irwin, The Princess of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  
Kelowna BC Prohibition  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibi-
tion  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  
Quebec Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier 
of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure 
of Integrated Pest Management  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons  
●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE TODAY. 


