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Home News San Francisco mayor vetoes anti-golf ordinance

San Francisco mayor vetoes anti-golf ordinance
POP CULTURE

Golf course under fire by conservationists allowed to move forward with 

compromise plan.

| December 20, 2011 | 

San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee today vetoed an Ordinance, narrowly passed 

December 13 by the Board of Supervisors, that would have expressly stigmatized 

golf as the antithesis of “modern recreation,” and put the city on a path to closing 

its popular, affordable Sharp Park Golf Course.    

“With his Veto, the Mayor speaks up for working-class, public recreation, in both 

San Francisco and San Mateo County, and we thank him for that,” said San 

Francisco Public Golf Alliance spokeswoman and Sharp Park Women’s Club 

member Lauren Barr.  “The Ordinance would have effectively deprived ethnic 

minorities, the middle class, seniors, and high school golfers of a treasured and 

affordable home.  Public golf is an important part of the City’s recreational mix, 

and Sharp Park’s historic course makes the sport accessible to men and women 

across the ethnic and economic spectrums.” 

The Mayor's veto will allow the Rec & Park Department's compromise Sharp Park 

Plan to move forward, to recover habitat for snakes and frogs, while preserving 

one of the few public courses in the world built by the preeminent golf architect 

Alister MacKenzie.  The Department’s exhaustive 2009 Sharp Park Report 

determined that keeping the golf course is the best, quickest, and most cost-

effective way to protect endangered frogs and snakes which inhabit wetlands at 

the golf course.    

The Ordinance went against every public agency that has carefully studied the 

issues at Sharp Park:  the San Francisco Recreation & Park Commission and its 

citizens' advisory committee, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, the 

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors, and the Pacifica City Council.  The San 

Francisco Planning Department determined that Sharp Park Golf Course is an 

"historical resource," protected by the California Environmental Quality Act. 

The 80-year-old Sharp Park course is supported as well by the Chambers of 

Commerce of both San Francisco and Pacifica, the Pacifica Historical Society, by 

the two  largest golf organizations in the country—the United States Golf 

Association and the Northern California Golf Association, and by local minority 

golf associations including African-American, Chinese, Filipino, Mexican-

American, seniors, and women’s groups. 

“The Supervisors’ anti-golf Ordinance is not how San Francisco should treat the 
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recreational needs of its working-class and ethnic minority citizens, its neighbors 

in San Mateo County and Pacifica, or one of its great historic properties,” Public 

Golf Alliance spokeswoman Barr concluded.  “The Mayor has broad support and 

gratitude throughout San Francisco and San Mateo County for this veto.”
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John Deere Golf reorganizes
Group now fully integrate into the John Deere Agriculture 
& Turf Division.

What’s on the way?
Dr. Keith Karnok, turf management professor at the 
University of Georgia, looks at the growth of bionutrition 
products after two tough summers that have 
superintendents looking for turf stress relief.

GCI EXCLUSIVE: A Rose by another name
The legendary Bill Rose and daughter Crystal Rose 
Fricker are leading their family back into the seed 
distribution business after a five-year break. GCI's Pat 
Jones sits down with the Roses to find out why and what 
it means for superintendents.

A new era at Jacobsen
As Jacobsen's new president, David Withers's focus will 
be entirely on the customer. GCI's Pat Jones caught up 
with Withers as he implements changes to restore 
Orange's reputation and market share.

Adopting a bunker mentality
When it comes to litigation, fewer than five percent of 
civil lawsuits are tried to conclusion before a judge or 
jury. Thus, for a golf course that finds itself in litigation, 
GCI contributor Robert A. Harris says the question is not 
whether the parties will settle, but when.
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NORAHG Responds to the SIEGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR Against Sharp 

Park Golf Course, San Francisco, California.

MEDIA RELEASE

The Mayor of San Francisco, Hon. Ed Lee, must be CONGRATULATED for 

SAVING Sharp Park Golf Course.

Five Supervisors who supported the Mayor must also be CONGRATULATED.

And the Mayor and Supervisors of San Mateo County have also EARNED OUR 

THANKS.

This golf facility has been under a SIEGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL TERROR under 

the PRETEXT of somehow protecting obscure and insignificant species.

In fact, Sharp Park Golf Course is NOT harming ANY animal species.

As usual, Enviro-Lunatics DESPISE the Game of Golf.

Anti-Golf Organizations like National Parks Conservation Association and Wild 

Equity Institute have TERRORIZED the City of San Francisco for years over the 

future of Sharp Park Golf Course.

The golf facility MAY STILL BE CLOSED because of their RELENTLESS AND 

UNCEASING LIES and MIS-INFORMATION.

The habitat that Enviro-Lunatics are trying to « recover » was originally created 

when the golf course was built along with a sea wall, isolating the Laguna Sal from 

ocean waves. 

IF the golf course had NEVER BEEN BUILT, there would be no habitat for the 

endangered species. 

Anti-Golf Enviro-Lunatics seek the DESTRUCTION of the Golf Industry.

These terrorists ATTACK the Golf Industry under the PRETEXT of ALLEGED ill-

effects on the habitats of obscure and insignificant species like Garter Snakes and 

Tadpoles.

The Golf Industry Should Tell Anti-Golf Activists to Get OFF Our grASS and Roast 

In Hell.

For more information, please go to the following link ...

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/golf-sharp-park-golf-course-usa/ 

We are living in the DARK AGE OF ANTI PESTICIDE TERRORISM where sound 

science is trumped by FAKE SCIENTISTS, JUNK SCIENCE and UNVERIFIABLE 

SECRET EVIDENCE through FABRICATION, INNUENDO, and INTERNET 

RUMOUR ― scientific research PROVES that pest control products CAUSE NO 

HARM and can be USED SAFELY.

WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G

NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm 

the Green space industry.

NORAHG morally represents the VAST SILENT MAJORITY of people associated 

with turf and ornamental plant maintenance who are OPPOSED to Anti Pesticide 

PROHIBITION and the CLOSURE of green spaces under the RIDICULOUS 

PRETEXT of somehow « saving » the environment.

NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization that does 

not accept money from corporations or governments, and represents NO VESTED 

INTERESTS WHATSOEVER.

NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED 

EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS.

http://pesticidetruths.com/

Reply

Page 3 of 4San Francisco mayor vetoes anti-golf ordinance - Golf Course Industry

21/12/2011http://www.golfcourseindustry.com/gie-122011-san-francisco-sharp-park-veto.aspx



Lawn & Landscape

Garden Center

Nursery Management

Greenhouse Management

Golf Course Industry Account

• My Profile

• Update Account Information

Create an Account:

• Subscribe to Golf Course Industry Magazine

• Register for www.golfcourseindustry.com

• Sign up for print and website accounts

About:

• Media Kit

• About GIE Media, Inc.

• Privacy Policy

Contact Us

Golf Course Industry

GIE Media

4020 Kinross Lakes Pkwy

Richfield, OH 44286

800/456-0707 Copyright ©2011 GIE Media, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Page 4 of 4San Francisco mayor vetoes anti-golf ordinance - Golf Course Industry

21/12/2011http://www.golfcourseindustry.com/gie-122011-san-francisco-sharp-park-veto.aspx


