
Brown lawns are just dormant

BY M. RICHARDS, COMOX VALLEY ECHO AUGUST 28, 2012

Go Green, Really?

It appears this writer has been using too much steer manure on his beautiful lawn and it's seeping into 

his rhetoric.

Firstly, a brown lawn is not dead, it is dormant. If this were not so then I would have to replant every 

year but I don't. My lawn comes back lush and green with the fall rains and is arguably stronger than 

your pampered one.

Secondly, I am conserving the treated water that comes out of the taps at my house. There may be lots 

of water in Comox lake, but only so much of it is treated for municipal use. You, and others of your ilk, 

are primarily responsible for the foisting of water meters upon us by Comox mayor Paul Ives and his 

band of cohorts on the regional water board. If you are using a cistern or rain barrels for your watering, 

I apologize. However given your comments about automatic sprinklers and watering every other day 

when we haven't had significant rain for over six weeks leads me to believe you're not.

Thirdly, I am not lazy. Two years ago I herniated a disc in my back removing some of the noxious 

weeds you mentioned. To this day any type of digging is literally a pain in the, well you know. The 

nannies in power in our area won't allow the use of herbicides yet they are considering punishing us for 

not using them, and I have neither the spare cash nor the inclination to hire some contractor to remove 

unwanted plants for me.

Fourthly, there are plenty of birds, bees and other beneficial creatures in my yard. We had a bumper 

crop of cherries this year, the California lilac and mock orange were splendid, my honeysuckle is 

blooming still and my rhododendrons and hydrangea bushes have never looked better. Not to mention 

that I am not inflicting fumes and the racket of my lawn mower on my neighbours nearly as often as you 

probably are. 1I'm pretty sure the ecosystem appreciates it too.

In closing may I suggest that in the future you keep your myopic view to yourself. Are you glad I 

responded to your beef, or rather your spreading of manure?

M. Richards Comox
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