
 

 

 

20 years after Hudson pesticide ban, where does Montreal 
stand? 
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How do you deal with dandelions and other weeds?  

 

The town of Hudson, Quebec was the first municipality in North America to ban lawn and 
garden pesticides in 1991.  

Twenty years later, has much changed? 

What are the bylaws and loopholes pertaining to Montreal? What can stores sell and what is legal 
to apply to our own home lawns, do golf courses and farms have special permissions? 

Do citizens still want perfectly manicured lawns even if that means using pesticides, or has the 
dandylion hatred faded over the years? 

“All you see is dandelions,” said Peter Paliotti who has owned Envirolawn lawn care for 15 
years. “I can’t lie to customers. I have to tell them I can control their weeds a little bit but I can’t 
get rid of them in a month like I used to be able to.” 

Like many homeowners and landscapers, Paliotti is frustrated with the strict pesticide ban we 
now have in Montreal. In the industry for 30 years, he said he has lost up to 70 percent of the 
business he once had. 

In 1991, Hudson, Quebec became the first municipality in North America to ban lawn and 
garden pesticides. The ban was challenged in court and in 2001 the Supreme Court ruled in 
favour of the Town of Hudson. 



After the ruling, many municipalities across Canada followed suit. In 2004, Montreal adopted a 
pesticide by-law which (mostly) prohibits the use of really toxic pesticides outdoors. 

While pesticides have not been banned outright in the city, use has been limited, and a number of 
products were removed from store shelves. There are also a few exceptions to the by-law, which 
include golf courses and farms. These operations can use more toxic pesticides provided they 
follow strict conditions related to spreading and storing. 

Valérie De Gagné, a spokesperson for the city of Montreal, said a homeowner or gardener 
experiencing an infestation can also receive an exemption. They can apply for a temporary 
permit at their borough office in order to receive permission to eradicate insects, vermin or 
mould using more toxic products. 

Low-impact pesticides, which include biopesticides (derived from plants, minerals, bacteria or 
animals), mineral oil and low-impact pesticides, are allowed to be used anywhere at any time in 
Montreal. These are the type that home gardeners and landscapers have come to rely on. 

But do they really work? 

Paliotti said over the last year he has been using an iron-based pesticide. In the past he used corn 
gluten, beet juice pesticides and wasn’t thrilled with the results. “They kill weeds, but not the 
root system,” he said. “So they quickly grow back.” 

Teresa Amorosa, who runs West Island Nursery and is an avid gardener, is glad for the pesticide 
ban. She has worked at the nursery since her father bought it in 1980. Up until relatively 
recently, Amorosa was allowed to sell just about anything, including Killex, the weed killer that 
contains the Quebec banned 2,4-d, one of the main ingredients in Agent Orange. 

“I'm thrilled that pesticides are banned,” Amorosa said. A mother and cancer survivor, she 
encourages taking care of a garden as naturally as possible. She has also made peace with not 
having a perfect golf course-like lawn. 

“Since when has it become so important to have a perfect lawn?” She wonders. “Who cares? I 
know I certainly don't. My lawn is far from perfect, and I'm okay with it. I'm not competitive, nor 
do I focus on perfect anything in gardening. Nature always reminds us who's boss.” 

Amorosa said people often come into her nursery looking for something to kill the dandelions on 
their lawn. “Customers do ask if I have a [pesticide] stash—I don't.” 

“They are furious at their lawns,” she said. “There are certain products I can offer them to help, 
but environmentally-friendly pesticides are not always a quick fix.” 



Amorosa and Paliotti agree that slow and steady is the only way to win the battle against 
dandelions. Paliotti said a three to five year plan of aerating and regenerating the soil is what 
most people need. 

“The general population wants so desperately to be environmentally sound, do the right thing, 
yet they are impulsive, and want immediate action,” said Amorosa. “Everything takes time and 
effort.” 

 


