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Lawn chemicals ban means Toronto’s public spaces are going to seed  
( i.e. Look Like Garbage Dumps ). 
 

One sunny morning this week, I went for a walk in David Balfour Park near 

Yonge and St. Clair.  

 
Spreading across the roof of a reservoir, it used to be a well-tended expanse 

of green.  
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Now, like many parks and other grassy spaces, IT  HAS A SCRUFFY, NE-

GLECTED LOOK . 

 

The reason is simple.  

 
Toronto restricted the use of lawn chemicals in 2004.  

 

The Government of Ontario followed with a complete ban on cosmetic pesti-

cides in 2009.  

 
As a result, TORONTO’S PUBLIC  SPACES ARE QUITE  L ITERALLY  GOING  

TO SEED .  

 

If you looked around any park, field or boulevard this week, you could see 
LEGIONS  OF DANDELION STALKS  TOPPED BY  PUFFS OF WHITE  SEED . 

 

The city’s parks department confirms what any eye can see  ... 

 
Since the chemicals ban, « THERE HAS BEEN A  MARKED INCREASE IN  
WEEDS,  ESPECIALLY  DANDELIONS,  IN  BOTH PUBLIC  AND PR IVATE  

PROPERTIES  ». 

 

Instead of spraying with pesticides, the city now cuts the grass more often: 
every five business days on average instead of every seven to 10.  [  Thi s  
cul tu ral  pract ice wi l l  NOT cont ro l  weeds .  ]  

 
The aim is to « dead head » the weeds before they start spreading their 

seeds ( although if the state of David Balfour is any indication, the mowers 

often come too late ).  
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The city has also raised its mower blades to increase the cutting height to 
three inches.  [  Thi s  cul tu ral  p ract ice w i l l  NOT  cont ro l  weeds.  ]  

 

That is supposed to ease the stress on the grass and help it fight back 
against invading weeds.  [  Th is  cul tural  p ract ice  w i l l  NOT cont ro l  
weeds .  ]  

 
Lawn-care experts say IT  I S  NOT WORKING .  

 

Kyle Tobin of LawnSavers Plant Health Care says that after a wet spring and 

dry summer last year ... 

 

...  this is the WORST SEASON I ’VE  EVER SEEN for grubs 

and weeds, and I’ve been in the business 22 years. 

 
Home-owners can control weeds with a concerted program of fertilizing, 
over-seeding and aerating the grass [  WRONG !  ] , but, with 1,500 parks 

and 4,300 hectares of maintained turf to tend, the city DOESN’T HAVE THE  

MONEY FOR ANYTH ING THAT AMBIT IOUS , except on some experimental 

patches. 

 
So, THE WEEDS ARE MOVING IN   ―  not just the almighty dandelion, but 

thistle, plantain, clover, black medic, spurge, knotweed and crabgrass, with-

out even mentioning the poison ivy and toxic giant hogweed you find in To-

ronto ravines. 
 

THE GRASS IS  LOSING.  
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Already, says Mr. Tobin, THE TURF IN  MANY PARKS IS  UNSALVAGEABLE   

―  SO CROWDED WITH WEEDS THAT THE GRASS WILL NEVER GROW  

FAST ENOUGH TO  BECOME DOMINANT AGAIN .  

 
The lawns in some parks are « LITERALLY  DESTROYED  », he says.  

 
« THEY ARE MOWING WEEDS .  » 

 
Many [  Ant i -Pes t ic ide Lunat ic s  ]  would say  ... 

 

Fine, a few dandelions are a small price to pay for the health of children who 
play in the parks and roll on the lawns.  [  WRONG  !  ]  

 
The problem is that there is NO PROOF that the banned weed control prod-

ucts harm anyone’s health. 

 

In a review of the latest scientific evidence in 2008, Health Canada’s Pest 

Management Regulatory Agency determined that the most popular weed 
control product, 2,4-D, « meets Canada's strict health and safety standards, 

and as such can continue to be sold and used in Canada ». 

 

Only this week, a special committee of British Columbia legislators concluded 

that there was no reason to question Health Canada’s judgment and impose 
an Anti-Pesticide PROHIBIT ION  like Ontario. 

 

According to British Columbia’s Special Committee On Cosmetic Pesticides, 

in an exhaustive 118-page report  ― 
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The committee concluded that despite the intensity of ar-

guments in favour of a ban on the cosmetic use of pesticides 

and a general misunderstanding of the risks associated with 

chemicals, there is INSUFFIC IENT SC I ENTIF IC  EVIDENCE TO  

SUPPORT A  PROVINCE -WIDE BAN ON PESTIC IDES  for cos-

metic use. 

 

The ban on lawn chemicals was a triumph of fuzzy-headed environmental-

ism.  

 
Since the Town of Hudson, Quebec, became the first jurisdiction to enact an 

anti-pesticide by-law in 1991, scores of municipalities and seven provinces 

have banned them, to varying extents.  

 
You can spray pesticides on the FOOD CROPS WE EAT , BUT NOT THE  

GRASS  we walk on.  

 
You can use certain insecticides to KILL COCKROACHES  in your house, but 

NOT GRUBS IN  YOUR  GRASS . 

 

The whole idea of a neat, green lawn has come under attack.  
 

Many see manicured stretches of grass as a crime against the planet, gob-

bling fertilizer and crowding out nature’s diversity.  

 
Richard Ubbens is Toronto’s Director of Parks. 
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Dandelions, Ubbens insists, help relieve soil compaction and increase biodi-
versity, « providing organic edible greens for both people and wildlife ». 

 
Ubbens is an ID IOT , and DOES NOT KNOW WHAT HE IS  TALK ING ABOUT   

―  No Wonder Toronto’s Green Spaces Look Like GARBAGE DUMPS . 

 

According to Ubbens  ― 
 

Having a monoculture of turf or anything is never good.  We 

are in a period of transition from the expectation of per-

fectly manicured, weed-free landscapes and the acceptance  

of weeds as natural presence in our urban landscape.    

[  WRONG  !  ]  

 

But healthy grass has its role.  

 
It filters rainfall, controls erosion and cleans the air.  

 

LawnSavers’ Mr. Tobin says the average household lawn produces more ox-

ygen than a maple tree.  
 

Grass looks nice, too.  

 

What a shame we’re letting it succumb to the weeds. 
 

 
Globe and Mail 

May 18 t h, 2012 
Selected and Adapted Excerpts 
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FORCE OF NATURE  |  THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE from 
National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green Space Industry (NORAHG) 

Pesticide Bans result in Catastrophic CARNAGE  caused by BAN FAI LURES , 

BUS INESS FAILURES , GARBAGE DUMP  GREEN SPACES , and STUNNINGLY  

EXORBITANT COSTS . 

 

Pesticide Bans Destroyed Public and Residential Green Spaces by Turning 
Them Into GARBAGE  DUMPS . 

 
Summary of CATASTROPHIC  CARNAGE  Caused by GARBAGE DUMP GREEN  

SPACES   ... 

 

●   Dandelions the Dominant Ground Cover 
 

●   Dead Mature Street Trees 

 

●   Lawns Decimated by Insects 
 

●   Lawns in Entire Neighborhoods Ruined by Pests 

 

●   Parks Infested With Weeds 
 

●   Rose Plantations Dying and Removed by Cities 
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 We are living in the 9|11 Era of Anti Pesticide Terrorism where at least ONE SUBVERSIVE ACT 
OF TERROR is Perpetrated EVERY SINGLE DAY by enviro lunatics. 
 
We are living in the DARK AGE OF ANTI PESTICIDE TERRORISM where sound science is 
trumped by FAKE SCIENTISTS, JUNK SCIENCE and UNVERIFIABLE SECRET EVIDENCE 
through FABRICATION, INNUENDO, and INTERNET RUMOUR  ―  scientific research PROVES 
that pest control products CAUSE NO HARM and can be USED SAFELY. 
 
NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green 
space industry. 
 
NORAHG morally represents the VAST SILENT MAJORITY of people associated with turf and or-
namental plant maintenance who are OPPOSED to Anti Pesticide PROHIBITION and the CLO-
SURE of green spaces under the RIDICULOUS PRETEXT of somehow « saving » the environ-
ment. 
 
NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization that does not accept mon-
ey from corporations or governments or trade associations, and represents NO VESTED INTER-
ESTS WHATSOEVER. 
 
NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who 
promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS. 
 
Anti Pesticide HUJE are enviro lunatics and lawn haters who particularly DESPISE the golf indus-
try  ―  they are Hateful Underhanded Jokes as Environmentalists who have been WRONG FOR 
OVER 50 YEARS. 
 
There is NO RECOURSE but LITIGATION against Anti Pesticide HUJE. 
 
Another RECOURSE is to SEEK the CANCELLATION of GOVERNMENT GRANTS and REVO-
CATION of the TAX EXEMPT STATUS of Anti Pesticide Organizations.  
 
HUJE should Get OFF Our grASS, and they should Roast In Hell. 
 
NORAHG manages the Library of Force Of Nature Reports and References, which is a VAST AR-
CHIVE of REPORTS, MEDIA REFERENCES, AUDIO CLIPS, and VIDEOS on ALL Anti Pesticide 
Terrorist Acts of Subversion. 
 
The purpose of this ARCHIVE is to provide information that will lead to a SUCCESSFUL LITIGA-
TION AGAINST Anti-Pesticide Organizations. 
 
All names, statements, activities, and affiliations have been ARCHIVED for the intention of eventu-
al CRIMINAL CHARGES. 
 
When CRIMINAL CHARGES for FRAUD and CONSPIRACY are laid, legal experts say that the 
ARCHIVE is sufficient to lead to a SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION ! 
 
NORAHG also produces FORCE OF NATURE, reports that present THE WHOLE TRUTH FROM 
AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE about environmental issues, including anti pesticide terrorism. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE is a series of reports destined for the green space industry, the environmen-
tal terrorist movement, governments, and the media, nationwide across Canada, the United States, 
and overseas. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE is committed to SOUND SCIENCE, as well as ground breaking original re-
porting that informs, entertains, and creates real change. 
 
The Force Of Nature Series of Reports   ―   Agriculture   •   ALBERTA Conspiracy   •   Bee Colony 
Collapse Disorder   •   Bee Colony Collapse Disorder   •   Benefits of the Turfgrass Industry   •   
Beyond Pesticides   •   Books That Screwed Up the World   •   BRITISH COLUMBIA Conspiracy   •   
Canadian Cancer Society   •   Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment   •   CAR-
NAGE and Consequences  of Lunatic Terrorist Prohibition   •   Controversial Prohibitions   •   Cul-
prits of the Prohibition Conspiracy   •   Daffodils, Toxic Pesticide Treated Flowers Soaked Formal-
dehyde   •   Dating Services for Enviro Maniacs   •   David Suzuki Foundation   •   DDT and Our 
World of Politicized Science   •   Death and Illness (Alleged)   •   Departure Letters   •   Ecojustice 
Canada   •   Energy Sector   •   Environmental Terrorists UNMASKED   •   Environmental Terrorist 
Organizations   •   Enviro PROFIT   •   Environmental Defence   •   FAILURE of IPM, Pesticide 
Manufacturers, Prohibition, Trade Associations   •   Famous Quotations About Enviro Lunatics   •   
Fertilizer TERROR   •   Food and Farming   •   Get Off Our grASS   •   Global Warming, The Scam 
of Our Lifetime   •   Glyphosate Herbicide   •   Golf Industry   •   Green Alternatives   •   Green Party   
•   Halloween Terror   •   Happy Holidays   •   Health Canada   •   Health Concerns with Pest Con-
trol Products   •   Heroes Speaking Out Against Environmental Terror   •   History of Environmental 
Terror in Canada   •   History of the Turfgrass Industry   •   Letters to the Editor   •   LIARS and Ly-
ing Sacks of (Enviro Maniac) Cwap   •   Mock Advertisements   •   Mock Speeches   •   Myth BUST-
ING   •   NATIONAL Prohibition   •   NEW BRUNSWICK Conspiracy   •   NO Prohibition Exception 
for AGRICULTURE Industry   •   NO Prohibition Exception for GOLF Industry   •   NOVA SCOTIA 
Conspiracy   •   North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)   •   ONTARIO Conspiracy, Haven 
For Environmental Terrorists   •   Ontario College of Family Physicians   •   Organic Golf Courses   
•   Organic Maintenance   •   Organizations of the Prohibition Conspiracy   •   Pesticide Q & A 
(Questions and Answers)   •   Positive Waves (Interesting and Innovative Thinking)   •   PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND (PEI) Conspiracy   •   QUEBEC Prohibition   •   Quotations About Enviro Luna-
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tics & Maniacs   •   Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science   •   SASKATCHEWAN Conspiracy   
•   Satire, Laughs & Insanity   •   Terror That NEVER Ends   •   TERROR Talk and Weasel Words   
•   THE AVENGERS   •   The Environmental Factor   •   The FAILURES of Green Alternatives, Or-
ganic Golf Courses, BROWN Golf Courses, Integrated Pest Management, Pesticide Free Parks. 
and Pesticide Manufacturers   •   The Ontario Trillium Foundation   •   The Industry STRIKES Back   
•   The Wilhelm Scream   •   The Wisdom of REAL Experts   •   Tukey TERRORISM   •   TWISTED 
Precautionary Principle    •   United States Enviro TERRORISM   •   UPDATES   •   VICTORIES 
Against Terrorists   •   Video, Audio, and Slide Shows   •   VIOLATING Federal Law   •   VIOLAT-
ING Prohibition   •   WARNINGS   •   Weapons of Ultimate Environmental Terror   •   Wind Power 
(Bogus)   •   2,4-D 
 
The information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and en-
tertainment of the reader by providing a sequence of events WITH COMMENTARY, striving for ac-
curacy in history, politics, and science.   
 
FORCE OF NATURE is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT and provides NO guarantee regarding accura-
cy or completeness.  In no event shall FORCE OF NATURE be liable for any incidental or conse-
quential damages, lost profits, or any indirect damages.   
 
NORAHG also produces A LOOK AT, a series of reports providing TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
on issues such as Career Management, Golf Course Maintenance, Green Alternatives, Summer 
Stress, Turfgrass Pests, and Turfgrass Species. 
 
Finally, NORAHG frequently responds to anti pesticide activists in LETTERS TO THE EDITOR in 
newspapers across Canada and around the world. 
 
All information, excerpts, and pictures contained in FORCE OF NATURE, A LOOK AT, and LET-
TERS TO THE EDITOR were retrieved from the Internet, and may be considered in the public do-
main. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE, A LOOK AT, and their various incarnations, was the brainchild of William H. 
Gathercole and his colleagues in 1991.  Mr. Gathercole is now retired, although his name contin-
ues to appear as founder. 
 
Here is a brief summary of Mr. Gathercole’s career  ― 
 
Fields of study   ―   Horticulture/Agriculture, Mathematics, Physics 
 
Alma mater   ―   McGill University   •   University of Guelph   •   the first person ever to obtain uni-
versity degrees and contribute to both the professional lawn care and golf maintenance industries 
 
Expertise in   ―   environmental issues and anti pesticide terrorism   •   turf and ornamental 
maintenance and troubleshooting   •   history of the industry   •   sales and distribution of seeds, 
chemicals, fertilizers, and equipment   •   fertilizer manufacturing and distribution 
 
Notable activities   ―   worked in virtually all aspects of the green space industry, including golf, 
professional lawn care, distribution, environmental compliance, government negotiations, public af-
fairs, and workplace safety   •   supervisor, consultant, and, programmer for the successful execu-
tion of hundreds of thousands of management operations in the golf and urban landscape, as well 
as millions of pest control applications    •   advisor, instructor, and trainer for  thousands of turf and 
ornamental managers and technicians   •   pesticide certification instructor for thousands of indus-
try workers   •   founder of the modern professional lawn care industry   •   prolific writer for industry 
publications and e-newsletters   •   first to confirm the invasion of European Chafer insect in both 
the Montreal region and the Vancouver / Fraser Valley region   •   with Dr. Peter Dernoeden, con-
firmed the presence of Take All Patch as a disease of turf in Eastern Canada   •   with Dr. David 
Shetlar, confirmed the presence of Kentucky Bluegrass Scale as an insect pest in South Western 
Ontario, and later, in the Montreal and Vancouver regions 
 
Special contributions   ―   creator of the exception status that has allowed the golf industry to 
avoid being subjected to anti pesticide prohibition   •   creator of the signs that are now used for 
posting after application   •   co-founder of annual winter convention for Quebec golf course super-
intendents   •   the major influence in the decision by Canadian Cancer Society to stop selling for 
profit pesticide treated daffodils   •   the only true reliable witness of the events of anti pesticide 
prohibition in the town of Hudson, Quebec   •   retired founder of FORCE OF NATURE and A 
LOOK AT reports 
 
Notable award   ―   the very first man of the year for contributions leading to the successful found-
ing of Quebec professional lawn care industry, which served as a beach-head against anti pesti-
cide activists in the 1980s and 1990s 
 
Legacy   ―   Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues   …   designed and implemented strategies that 
reined anti pesticide activists to provide peace and prosperity for the entire modern green space 
industry across Canada   •   orchestrated legal action against anti pesticide activists in the town of 
Hudson, Quebec   •   launched the largest founding professional lawn care business in Canada   •   
quadrupled the business revenues of one of the largest suppliers in Canada 
 
Mr. Gathercole is now retired, although his name continues to appear as founder of FORCE OF 
NATURE and A LOOK AT reports. 

 


