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« FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree » was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on 
January 1st, 2009.   It is a series of e–newsletters destined for the « GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  
IInndduussttrryy », the « eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  mmoovveemmeenntt », politicians, municipalities, and the 
media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.   « FFoorrccee  ooff  
NNaattuurree » is produced in two parts.   ●  First.   The « FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree  MMeeddiiaa  RReeppoorrtt  ::    
TThhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  MMoovveemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  MMeeddiiaa  ffrroomm  aann  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee » 
which reports on the current events ( with independent commentary ) that affect 
the future of the « GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy ».   ● Second.   « FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree  ::    AA  RRee--
ppoorrtt  oonn  tthhee  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  MMoovveemmeenntt  ffoorr  tthhee  GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy  ffrroomm  aann  IInn--
ddeeppeennddeenntt  PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee.. », more technical in nature (with commentary). 
 
« FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree » is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  
The opinions expressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an independent 
perspective, may not reflect those of everyone in the « GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy », or 
Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.   Be warned !  Mr. Gathercole and his team 
may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters.  
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the « UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  
GGuueellpphh », and another pure and applied science degree from « MMccGGiillll  UUnniivveerrssiittyy ».  
He has worked in virtually all aspects of the « GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy », including pub-
lic affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues. Mr. Gathercole has been a con-
sultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the evolution of 
««  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  tteerrrroorriissmm  »» for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environ-
mental issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with oth-
ers, legal action against unethical and excessive municipal regulations restricting the 
use of pest control products. ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused 
of being « aannttii––eennvviirroonnmmeenntt––mmoovveemmeenntt », he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate for 
the « GGrreeeenn  SSppaaccee  IInndduussttrryy ».  However, this position has not precluded him from 
criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast and unending knowledge of our 
long journey with environmental issues is « uunnddeenniiaabbllee ». ( Hopefully ! ) 
 
For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing columnist for « TTUURRFF  &&  
RReeccrreeaattiioonn » Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority.  
 
All pictures contained in « FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree » were found somewhere on the Inter-
net.   We believe that they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, 
industry archives, promotional stills, publicity photos, or press media stock. 
 
Information presented in « FFoorrccee  ooff  NNaattuurree » has been developed for the educa-
tion and entertainment of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and 
organizations, depicted in this document are not always fictitious.  Any simi-
larity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 
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h is spr ing,  we w i l l not  have to worry 
about  our  children  s tepp ing outdoors 
to p lay and be ing b lasted by tox ins  

for  the sake of  a green lawn.   >>  
 

 

 

 

ntar ians can go outs ide th is  spr ing  
and breathe a l it t le  eas ier  when it  
comes to pest ic ide use.   >> 

  

<<  T 

<<  O 
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PPeessttiicciiddee  bbaann  
ggrreeaatt  nneewwss  ffoorr  
OOnnttaarriiaannss''   hheeaalltthh  

 
MMaarrcchh  1100 tt hh ,,   22000099   
 
 
Windsor Star 
 
 

 
 
 
I applaud the Ontario government for leading the ban with the best legislation 
when it comes to cosmetic pesticide use.  This law is the most health protective 
in North America.  The list of banned pesticides trumps the old model of Que-
bec's 20 banned pesticides with one almost five times that number.  Even 2,4–
D makes the list. 
 
Knowing that scientific research has shown that pesticides are linked to can-
cer, neurological illnesses and birth defects, with children especially vulner-
able, I applaud this more stringent piece of legislation. 
 
This spring, we will not have to worry about our children stepping outdoors to 
play and being blasted by toxins for the sake of a green lawn.  In truth, our 
lawns will be greener with the absence of these toxic chemicals. 
 
The Cosmetic Pesticide Ban Act is a good step in the ongoing cancer preven-
tion battle. 
 
Most people know diet and exercise alone will not prevent cancer. We must rid 
our planet of toxins that are known carcinogens.  Hopefully, we will be reading 
about more stringent guidelines when it comes to things such as asbestos and 
bisphenyol A, etc.  Until then, at least Ontarians can go outside this spring 
and breathe a little easier when it comes to pesticide use. 
 
Pauline Cheslock 
 
Prevent Cancer Now   
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CChh iillddrr eenn  aass  aa  wweeaappoonn  oo ff   mm aassss  ddeessttrr uucctt iioonn  
uu sseedd   bbyy  tthh ee  eennvviirroonnmm eennttaall   mmoo vveemmeenntt..   

 
 
One of the things that you learn while working in the domain of ««   PPUUBBLL IICC   

AAFF FF AA IIRRSS  »» is that the ««   EENNVV IIRROO NNMM EENNTT AALL   MM OO VVEEMM EENNTT   »» and its political allies 
tend to use cchhiillddrreenn as pawns in order to gain power, authority, and credibil-
ity.  Children were definitely used along the path towards the Ontario prohibi-
tion.  Children are perpetually used by the ««   EENN VVII RROO NNMM EENNTT AALL   MM OO VVEEMM EENNTT   »»  as a 
««   WW EEAAPPOO NN  OO FF   MM AASSSS  DDEESSTT RRUU CCTT IIOO NN  »» to annihilate the ««   GGRREEEE NN  SS PPAACCEE  IINN DDUUSS TT RRYY   
»».  During the rest of this segment, we will provide the readers with some 
sshhaammeelleessss examples. 

 
 
According to you–know–who with tthhee biology degree.  Dalton James 

Patrick McGuinty Junior.  Premier.  ««   PP RROO VVII NNCCEE  OO FF   OONNTT AA RRIIOO   »».  ▬ 
 

<<  It’s the right of kids to play in the grass [ ... ] 
without compromising their health.  >> 

 
 

Also according to the biology Premier  ▬ 
 

<<  Our generation has taken to the cosmetic use of 
pesticide and I think that perhaps unwittingly, not 
realizing the dangers it represents to ourselves and 
most importantly to our children.  >> 
 
 
Another shameless use of the uunniiddeennttiiffiieedd  tthhrreeaatt  ttoo  cchh iillddrreenn that 

seems to help promote the ««   EENNVVIIRROO NNMM EENN TT AALL   MM OO VVEEMM EENNTT   »» has come from 
John Gerretsen.  Minister of the Environment.  ««   PP RROO VVIINNCC EE  OO FF   OONNTT AARR IIOO   »».  ▬ 

 
<<  All of us, including young children, deserve to be 
able to walk in the park and enjoy all the gardens,  
and watch themselves and their parents playing out-
doors without worrying about the unnecessary risks 
of pesticides.  >> 
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McGuinty, Gerretsen, and friend.  Using children as weapons ! 
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Other political supporters of the ««   CCOO SSMM EETT II CC  PP EESSTT II --

CCIIDD EESS  BB AA NN  AA CC TT   »» have also advanced the cause with the 
use of children.  For instance, Alex Cullen.  Councillor.  ««   
CC IITT YY   OO FF   OOTT TT AAWW AA  »».  He formally endorsed the Ontario pro-
hibition by making the following statement.  ▬ 

 
 

<<  [ The prohibition was ]  a welcome step in eliminating 
threats to public health, especially for children.  >> 
 
 
 
 
And one final statement concerning children from the sweet Erin Shap-

ero.  Ward 2 Councillor.  Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Commit-
tee.  ««   TTOO WW NN  OO FF   MM AARRKKHHAAMM   »».  ▬ 

 
 

<<  The prohibition on the sale of pesti-
cides is key to protecting our residents,  
our children and our environment.  We 
will be healthier and safer because of it, 
not just in Markham, but across the Prov-
ince.  We will be pesticide free across 
the province by Earth Day next year.  >> 
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What is the danger to children, or the rest of us, from lawn chemical ex-

posure ? 
 
 
According to the rabid student–operated ««   SS IIEERRRRAA  CCLL UUBB  »»  ... 
 

<<  Pound for pound of body weight, children con-
sume considerably more pesticides than adults.  Kids 
are especially vulnerable to the toxic effects be-
cause their metabolic systems don’t process or ex-
crete toxins the way adults’ systems do.  Children 
typically play in grass and dirt, and put toys and 
hands in their mouths, activit ies that significantly 
increase their exposure to pesticides.  Children from 
homes where pesticides are used have been found to 
have four t imes the risk of soft t issue sarcomas (can-
cerous growths) and between six and seven times the 
rate of childhood leukaemia as other children.  >> 
 
 
««   CCRROO PPLL IIFF EE  CCAANN AADDAA  »», the group that represents the manufacturers of 

pest control products, has made a public statement on the matter of children.  
▬ 

 
<<  Canada's regulatory system takes into considera-
tion whether there is a possibility that children are 
exposed to pesticides.  Exposure assessment includes 
factors such as a child's size, diet and child–specific 
activit ies that may lead to increased exposure, in-
cluding putting their hands in their mouth or crawl-
ing on a surface that might be contaminated.  Scien-
tists and regulators require these additional margins 
of safety to protect children before any pesticide 
can be sold in Canada.  >> 
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We know statements regarding the high level of safety of pest control 

products has been repeated ««   AADD  NNAAUUSS EEUUMM   »».  And yet, no one in the ««   EE NNVV II --
RROO NNMM EENNTT AALL   MM OO VVEEMM EENNTT   »» wants to understand the truth about pest control 
products.  They are tested and evaluated exhaustively under the supervision of 
the federal government.  Competent scientific ««   EEXXPP EERRTT SS  »» have approved these 
products for use by the ««   PP RROO FF EESSSSIIOO NNAALL   LL AAWW NN  CCAA RREE  IINNDDUU SSTT RRYY   »» and even ««   
DDOO –– IITT––YY OO UURRSSEE LL FF   HHOO MM EEOO WW NNEERRSS  »».  These federal scientists hhaavvee  nnoott classified 
these products as cancer–causing for children, for pregnant women, or for any-
one else. 

 
So, where has McGuinty, the Ontario Premier with a biology degree, ob-

tained ««   NNEEWW   »» information concerning pest control products ? 
 
 
From his own background as a biologist ? 
 
 
From the ««   ffeeaarr––mmoonnggeerriinngg EEXXPPEERRTT SS  »» of the ««   EENN VVII RROO NNMM EENNTT AALL   MM OO VVEE--

MM EENNTT   »» ? 
 
 
Here is one example, from David Takayoshi Suzuki.  ▬ 
 

<<  More than 6,000 Canadians are directly poisoned 
by pesticides each year and nearly half of those are 
children under the age of six, according to a new re-
port by David  Suzuki Foundation.  >> 
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Now, the fact that people across Canada are reporting such problems 

with pest control products is nnoott  uunnuussuuaall.  Poison control centers also report 
poisonings with house plants, paints, solvents, detergents, cooking oil, Draino, 
etc ...  The vast majority of poisonings with children involve toxic, and ccoonncceenn--
ttrraatteedd, products stored in an unsecured fashion within the home.  In 22000077, 
Suzuki even admitted to this issue in another of his foundation reports.  ▬  
(The underlined emphasis on some words is our own.) 

 
 

<<  This disproportionate level of impact reflects a 
number of factors but primarily unsafe storage and 
the different behaviours of young children who tend 
to put everything in their mouths and cannot read 
labels and respond appropriately.  Parents and other  
adults bear some of the responsibility for protecting 
children from exposure to pesticides, but there is 
also an important role for governments in publiciz-
ing, preventing, and/or minimizing risks.  >> 
 
 
In Quebec, a poison control center report claimed that ... 
 

<<  Close to 40% of reported cases [ of poisoning by 
pest control products ]  involve oral exposure, pri-
marily in children, which points to the risks associ-
ated with improper storage of these products in the 
home.  >> 
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In 22000044, ««   TTHHEE  OO NNTT AARR IIOO   CCOO LL LL EEGG EE  OO FF   FFAAMM IILL YY  PP HHYYSSIICC IIAA NNSS  »» (O.C.F.P.) 

issued a devastating, but discredited unscientific report, ««   PP EESSTT IICC IIDDEE  LL II TT EERR AA--
TT UURREE  RREE VVII EEWW   »», which is generally viewed as an attack on ««   CCOO SSMM EETT IICC  PPEESSTT II --
CCIIDD EESS  »» and the ««   GGRREEEENN  SS PPAACCEE  IINN DDUUSS TT RRYY  »».  Here is a summary of the 
O.C.F.P. review, not research, of selected pieces of medical literature.  ▬ 

 
 

<<  Children are constantly exposed to low levels of 
pesticides in their food and environment, yet there 
have been few studies on the long–term effects of 
these exposures.  Nevertheless,  the College reviewed 
several studies that found associations between pes-
ticide exposures and cancer in children.  Key findings 
include :  
 
An elevated risk of kidney cancer was associated 
with paternal pesticide exposure through agricul-
ture, and four studies found associations with brain 
cancer.  
 
Several studies in the review implicate pesticides as 
a cause of hematologic tumours in children, including 
non–Hodgkin’s lymphoma and leukemia.  
 
Some children have overall increased risk of acute 
leukemia if exposed to pesticides in utero or during 
childhood, especially for exposure to insecticides 
and herbicides used on lawns, fruit trees and gar-
dens, and for indoor control of insects.  >> 
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For decades now, the ««   PP RROO FF EESSSSIIOO NN AALL   LL AAWW NN  CC AARREE  IINNDDUU SSTT RR YY  »» has ad-
vocated that using its services is safer for children than ««   DDOO –– IITT––YY OO UURRSSEELL FF   
HHOO MM EEOO WW NNEERRSS  »».  Obviously, professional lawn care companies apply pest con-
trol products in a ddiilluuttee form.  Parents who apply these same products them-
selves must store them in the home in a ccoonncceennttrraatteedd form.  DDiilluutteedd  pprroodd--
uuccttss  aarree  tteennss  ooff  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ttiimmeess  lleessss  ttooxxiicc  tthhaann  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  pprroodd--
uuccttss. 

 
 
Time for a commentary from an independent perspective.   Of 

course, the ««   ffeeaarr––mmoonnggeerriinngg EEXXPPEERRTT SS  »» wish to give the impression that chil-
dren and adults are being exposed to cancer–causing agents whenever a pro-
fessional lawn care company applies their products.  The same tactics were 
used by Rachel Carson and her ««   SSTT EEPPCCHH IILL DD RREENN  »»  in trying to rid the world of 
««   DDDDTT   »».  Allegedly, large numbers of birds were killed after applications of ««   
DDDDTT   »».  Unfortunately, there are no valid reports, or even photos for that mat-
ter, that support this bird allegation.  And, there are no valid reports that con-
firm problems with children.  Or anybody else for that matter.  IItt  iiss  aallll  ssppeeccuu--
llaattiioonn. 

 
 
Personally, we find that it is rreepprreehheennssiibbllee to use children as ««   WW EEAAPP--

OO NNSS  OO FF   MM AASSSS  DDEESSTT RR UUCCTT IIOO NN  »» in order to further the interests of the ««   EENNVV II --
RROO NNMM EENNTT AALL   MM OO VVEEMM EENNTT   »» and its political allies. 

 
 
 

 
 

Advertising from Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment. 
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The following titles are currently available.  

(Or , wil l  be avai lable in the near future. ) 
 

 Alberta Prohibition .  
 British Columbia P rohibition . 
 Burnaby B.C. P rohibition . 
 Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment. 
 David Suzuki Foundation . 
 Death and the En vironmental Movement .  
 Golf and Landscape Trade Industries.  
 Kazimiera  Jean Cottam . 
 Kelowna B.C. Prohibition .  
 New Brun swick Pro hibition .  
 Ontario Prohibition .  
 Organic Fertil izers.  
 Pets and Lawn Care C hemicals .  
 Prince E dward Island Prohibition .  
 Quebec  Prohibition .  
 Richmond B.C. P rohibition .  
 Saint Catharines Ontario .  
 Salmon Arm B.C. P rohibition . 
 The Failure of Integrated Pest Management . 
 The Wisdom of the Solomons.  
 Victoria B.C.  
 White Rock B.C.  Prohibition .  
 Wisconsin Pro hibition . 

 
AASSKK  FFOORR  AA  CCOOPPYY  OOFF  AANNYY  BBAACCKK  IISSSSUUEE  TTOODDAAYY..  


