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’d like to acknowledge the tremendous support we received from Jan Kasperski, CEO
of the Ontario College of Family Physicians,
Gideon Foreman of the Canadian Association
of Physicians for the Environment along
with that of many of your organizations. >>

Quote from
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John Gerretsen
Minister of the Environment
Government of Ontario
In a speech
to his friends and allies
in the environmental movement
Tuesday, December 16th, 2008, 7:05 P.M.
See later for more details
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We e d k i l l e r 2 , 4 – D
on final list of
banned pesticides
i n O n t . : m i n i s te r
March 4th, 2009

The Canadian Press

TORONTO — Ontario has released a final list of pesticides that will be banned
for cosmetic use and sale – including weed killer 2,4–D – starting on Earth Day
on April 22.Environment Minister John Gerretsen says the new regulations will
prohibit the sale and use of 2,4–D in its concentrated form, despite a NAFTA 4 of 34.
challenge from its manufacturer.

Dow AgroSciences, a unit of Dow Chemical, filed a $2–million notice of action
against the federal government last August. It alleges that Quebec's ban on
2,4–D violates Canada's obligations under NAFTA because it prohibits a product without any scientific basis.

Gerretsen says he won't back down from a ban that protects the health and
safety of Ontario residents just because there's a threat of a potential lawsuit.

Ontario passed legislation last year banning the sale and use of pesticides with
few exceptions, such as golf courses and agricultural purposes.

The final list of substances that would fall under the ban – including 2,4–D –
wasn't made public until Wednesday.
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A

ccording to the Organic Landscape Alliance,
chemical–dependent lawns are highly susceptible to pests and diseases, whereas a healthy
<<
lawn can survive several weeks in a dormant
state, is less likely to be damaged by pests and is less affected by
drought, temperature extremes and general wear and tear. >>
5 of 34.
The Government of Ontario
In a media release
Wednesday, March 4th, 2009
See the next segment for more details
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March 4th, 2009

The Government of Ontario

For immediate release

The ban protects Ontario families and children from the unnecessary risks of
cosmetic pesticides by only allowing the use of certain lower–risk pesticides for
controlling weeds and pests in lawns and gardens.

The ban prohibits the sale and use of pesticides for cosmetic purposes on
lawns, gardens, parks and school yards, and includes many herbicides, fungicides and insecticides. Over 250 products will be banned for sale and more
than 80 pesticide ingredients will be banned for cosmetic uses.
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There are exceptions for public health or safety reasons such as fighting West
Nile Virus, killing stinging insects like wasps, or controlling poison ivy and
other plants poisonous to the touch. Other exceptions include agriculture and
forestry.

The ban takes the place of existing municipal pesticide bylaws, establishing
one clear set of easy–to–understand rules, and providing certainty for businesses operating in different areas of the province.

QUOTES

“We have fulfilled our commitment to ban the sale and use of cosmetic pesticides in Ontario. I'm proud to say that, when the ban takes effect on Earth
Day, we will have eliminated this unnecessary risk to our environment, our 7 of 34.
families, and especially our children.”
– John Gerretsen, Minister of the Environment

QUICK FACTS

Ontario’s pesticide rules are outlined in the Pesticides Act and Ontario Regulation 63/09.

According to the Organic Landscape Alliance, chemical–dependent lawns
are highly susceptible to pests and diseases, whereas a healthy lawn can
survive several weeks in a dormant state, is less likely to be damaged by
pests and is less affected by drought, temperature extremes and general
wear and tear.
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G

iven the questionable nature of information used by the Ontario Government,
we will be seeking an injunction against
the Cosmetic Pesticide Ban Act. >>

Quote from
8 of 34.

Jeffrey Lowes
Government Relations
M–REP Communications
In a media release
Wednesday, March 4th, 2009
See the next segment for more details
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Re s p o n s e f ro m
J e f f r e y L owe s
T h e M O E a n n o u n c e d t o d ay
t h ey a re s i d i n g w i t h
D r. G i d e o n Fo r m a n o f t h e
Canadian Association of
P hy s i c i a n s f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t
(CAPE)
9 of 34.
March 4th, 2009

Media Release.

Attention News/Business Editors:

OTTAWA, March 4 /CNW Telbec/ – The MOE announced today they are siding
with Dr. Gideon Forman of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) and are banning thousands of jobs in Ontario's lawncare industry. CAPE has been linked to fake medical reports and individuals posing as
medical doctors surrounding the support for Ontario's Cosmetic Pesticide Ban
Act, 2008.
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M–REP Communications on behalf of thousands of workers, whose jobs are
now at risk, provided documents countering the government's stance on the
lawncare industry.

Jeffrey Lowes of M–REP stated "the Government clearly did not exercise any
discretion or due diligence on this file. Every medical report or claim made by
activists could not be supported by fact. In most cases fabricated information
was used." Lowes went further to state "we are currently looking into the millions of dollars paid to activists through the Trillium Foundation and we have
our concerns over large sums of money transferred directly to some groups and
individuals with direct ties to the Minister's office."

Ontario's Lawncare Industry is over $1.26 billion a year, with $577 million
spent on equipment and wages. There are 21000 full time employees whose
jobs are now at risk.
10 of 34.
Overall, the act was not based on science and Ontario will lose jobs over the
Government's position. The Industry is left will little choice but to exercise
every possible legal option and take civil action against groups who facilitated
one of the largest frauds in Canadian history.

Given the questionable nature of information used by the Ontario Government, we will be seeking an injunction against the Cosmetic Pesticide
Ban Act, 2008 (C–64) if the government goes through with the ban. Our injunction will only cover the sections of the Act that impede the Lawncare industry.

For further information:
Jeffrey Lowes,
Government Relations,
(613) 483–7855,
fax (514) 221–4176
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The industry hero Jeffery Lowes making his presentation to the Integrated
and Environmental Plant Management Association in Kelowna.
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O n t a ri o B e com e s
Pe s t i c i d e – F r e e L e a d e r
“ N o t h i n g l i ke t h i s
a ny w h e r e e l s e
on t h e con t i n e nt ”
March 4th, 2009

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment

For Immediate Release

TORONTO—A list of banned pesticides released today as part of Ontario’s
Cosmetic Pesticide Ban Act makes the legislation the most health–protective
law of its kind in North America, says the Canadian Association of Physicians
for the Environment (CAPE).

The list includes over 95 cosmetic pesticides – among them 2,4–D and glyphosate – whose use and sale in the province will be prohibited starting in
April.
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“ Ontario is a true leader. There is nothing like this anywhere else on the continent,” says CAPE Executive Director Gideon Forman . “Up to now, Quebec has
had the best legislation but it only bans 20 pesticides. Ontario is banning five
times that number. And the U.S. can’t even agree on a ban on 2,4–D while Ontario is protecting us from 2,4–D and 95 other toxic chemicals as well!”

Scientific research has shown pesticides are linked to cancer, neurological illness, and birth defects. Children are especially vulnerable.

“All the polling we’ve seen suggests these regulations will be hugely popular
across the province,” says Forman, whose association represents over 4,000
doctors and concerned citizens. “Ontarians are delighted that this spring they
won’t have to worry about their kids and pets getting sick after playing on the
lawn.”
13 of 34.
CAPE says the regulations will not only protect health but also boost Ontario ’s
lawn care industry and green jobs. “Non–toxic lawn care is more labour–
intensive so it’s a boon to employment. Statistics Canada says communities
which prohibit pesticides see their number of lawn care firms grow substantially,” says Forman.

For More Information:

Gideon Forman,
Executive Director
(416) 306–2273
gideon@cape.ca
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T

h ere are areas for improvement in the

legislation. For instance, golf courses
are exempt from the ban, and sale restrictions on certain products will not
take effect for two years.
>>
15 of 34.

David Suzuki Foundation
In a media release
Wednesday, March 4th, 2009
See the next segment for more details
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O n t a r i o’ s p e s t i c i d e b a n
a victory fo r health
a n d t h e e nv i r o n m e n t
March 4th, 2009

David Suzuki Foundation

News Release

For Immediate Release
16 of 34.
OTTAWA – Ontario has set a new standard for protecting citizens and the environment against harmful lawn and garden pesticides. Hundreds of toxic
chemicals will be pulled off store shelves by this spring thanks to regulations
announced today under the Cosmetic Pesticide Act.

‘“We congratulate the Ontario government for raising the bar on protecting
people and the environment from needless pesticide exposure,” says Dr. David
Suzuki, co–founder of the David Suzuki Foundation. “ Ontario should be commended for putting the health and opinions of its citizen first and resisting the
powerful lobbying of chemical companies. I hope this action will stimulate a
discussion about the role of chemicals from all sources in our lives.”

Ontario’s new regulations surpass existing restrictions on pesticides in Quebec
– the only other province that bans lawn chemicals.
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Today’s announcement will pull more than 250 toxic pesticides off store
shelves by the end of April. The Cosmetic Pesticide Act was originally passed
last June and recognizes that the ‘cosmetic’ use of pesticides to improve the
appearance of lawns and gardens presents health and environmental risks. Today’s announcement specifies exactly which pesticides will be pulled from store
shelves and when the ban will take effect.

“Now that the details of Ontario ’s ban have been finalized, the province needs
to follow through with a comprehensive public education campaign,” says Lisa
Gue, environmental health policy analyst for the David Suzuki Foundation.
“The government also needs to put in place a robust and effective enforcement
program to ensure its success.”

There are areas for improvement in the legislation. For instance, golf
courses are exempt from the ban and sale restrictions on certain products
will not take effect for two years.
17 of 34.
The Suzuki Foundation challenges other provinces to “meet or beat” Ontario ’s
ban on cosmetic pesticides to ensure a high standard of protection for human
health and the environment across the country.

Leanne Clare
Communications Specialist
Office: (613) 594–5410
Cell: (613) 286–0182

Lisa Gue
Environmental Health Policy Analyst
Office: (613) 594–5428
Cell: (613) 796–7699
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C a n a d i a n C a n ce r S oc i e t y
c o n g r a t u l a t e s O n t a r i o g o ve r n m e n t
f o r p a s s i n g s t ro n g re g u l a t i o n s
s u p p o r t i n g t h e C o s m e t i c Pe s t i c i d e B a n A c t
March 4th, 2009

Canadian Cancer Society

Media Release
18 of 34.
TORONTO, March 4 /CNW/ – The Canadian Cancer Society is pleased with
regulations passed by the Ontario government today to support provincial legislation banning the sale and use of cosmetic pesticides.

"We congratulate the Ontario government for passing regulations that will provide all Ontarians with strong protection from the health risks associated with
the use of cosmetic pesticides," says Peter Goodhand, CEO, Ontario Division,
Canadian Cancer Society. "This is a significant success in our efforts to further
our mission to eradicate cancer."

As of April 22, all Ontarians, particularly children who are more vulnerable
than adults to exposure to pesticides, will be protected by the strongest cosmetic pesticide legislation in North America, the Cosmetic Pesticide Ban Act.
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"We also congratulate our volunteers and staff who have worked hard with
municipal and provincial governments and community partners across Ontario
since 2002 to protect communities from exposure to cosmetic pesticides," he
said.

"We're particularly pleased the new legislation bans both the sale and use of
cosmetic pesticides," added Goodhand.

Background:



A 2007 Oracle Poll of 1,000 Ontario residents showed 71% of Ontarians
support province–wide restrictions on pesticides.



Exposure to cosmetic pesticides may increase the risk of developing cancer.

19 of 34.

Most of the research to date, which has focused on occupational exposure, has
linked exposure to non–Hodgkin lymphoma, leukemia, prostate cancer, kidney
cancer, brain cancer and lung cancer. There is also evidence that children may
be especially vulnerable to the harmful effects of these chemicals.

The World Health Organization's International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) has concluded that some substances used in pesticides are known,
probable or possible carcinogens. The U.S. National Toxicology Program (NTP)
has classified a number of active ingredients in pesticides as "reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen".
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Studies show that children may be more vulnerable to pesticide exposure than
adults because of their rapidly growing and developing bodies, as well as the
unique ways they may be exposed, including:



crawling and playing in grass or gardens that have been treated with
pesticides



greater amounts may be absorbed directly through the skin, inhaled, and
ingested from placing their hands in their mouths



children can also be exposed to pesticides through their parents
20 of 34.

The Canadian Cancer Society is a national community–based organization of
volunteers whose mission is the eradication of cancer and the improvement of
the quality of life of people living with cancer. When you want to know more
about cancer, visit our website www.cancer.ca or call our toll–free, bilingual
Cancer Information Service at 1 888 939–3333.

For further information:
Christine Koserski,
Ontario Provincial Office,
Canadian Cancer Society:
(416) 323–7030,
ckoserski @ontario.cancer.ca
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W

hile RNAO is pleased that the new
law about to take effect will make
the province a healthier place to
live, the association says its work
<<
isn't finished. Nurses will continue to push the government to extend its ban to include golf courses. >>
21 of 34.
Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario
In a media release
Wednesday, March 4th, 2009
See the next segment for more details
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O n t a r i o n u r s e s s ay
p e s t i c i d e b a n c re a t e s
h e a l t h i e r e nv i r o n m e n t f o r c h i l d r e n
March 4th, 2009

Registered Nurses’ Association of Ontario
22 of 34.
Media Release

TORONTO, March 4 /CNW/ – When the province's pesticide law takes effect
next month, it will include a comprehensive list of harmful and toxic substances banned for use on gardens and lawns.

The sweeping regulations released today by the Ministry of Environment cap a
long campaign by the Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario (RNAO), as part
of a coalition of health and environmental groups that pushed for fast implementation of the law.
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"The Premier and the Minister of the Environment are to be congratulated for
heeding the call of health and environmental organizations. Pesticides are poisonous and children right across the province will be better protected thanks to
this announcement," says Wendy Fucile, President of RNAO.

"These regulations set a new standard. Ontario is ahead of any jurisdiction in
North America when it comes to banning the display, sale and use of cosmetic
pesticides," says Doris Grinspun, RNAO's Executive Director.

While RNAO is pleased that the new law about to take effect will make the
province a healthier place to live, the association says its work isn't finished. Nurses will continue to push the government to extend its ban to
include golf courses.
23 of 34.
The Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario (RNAO) is the professional association representing registered nurses wherever they practise in Ontario. Since
1925, RNAO has lobbied for healthy public policy, promoted excellence in nursing practice, increased nurses' contribution to shaping the health–care system,
and influenced decisions that affect nurses and the public they serve.

For further information:
Marion Zych,
Director of Communications,
RNAO,
Phone: (416) 408–5605,
Toll free: 1–800–268–7199 ext. 209,
Cell: (647) 406–5605
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Pe s t i c i d e F r e e O n t a r i o
a Re a l i t y !
March 4th, 2009

Pesticide Free Ontario

For Immediate Release

25 of 34.

The Spring 2009 implementation of Ontario’s Cosmetic Pesticide Ban is welcome news to all of Pesticide Free Ontario members and supporters. This legislation reflects the successful combination of decades of work by health and environmental organizations, grassroots advocates and a proactive Premier.

“With this legislation, the Ontario Liberal government is showing that it clearly
understands the principles of a green economy – that you can protect both
health and the environment and create jobs,” said Susan Koswan, Executive
Director of PFO.
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In communities where municipal pesticide bans have been in place, such as
Toronto and Halifax, the horticultural industries have shown exponential
growth, according to Stats Canada Business Patternsreports.

As of April 22, 2009 close to one hundred toxic ingredients will no longer be for
sale or used on lawns for cosmetic purposes.

“By banning the sale of these products, this legislation raises the bar beyond
the most stringent municipal bylaws,” said (your name or group representative )
Pesticide Free Ontario would like to take this opportunity to thank Premier
McGuinty, Minister Gerretsen and Ministry of Environment staff for their
commitment to a cleaner, greener Ontario.

IF

THE READER WILL NOTE FROM THE EMPHASIZED TEXT ABOVE , THE ENVIRON-

MENTAL MOVEMENT MAY OFTEN EMPLOY

«

FORM LETTERS

»

FOR ITS MEDIA RE-

LEASES.

THESE LETTERS ARE EVIDENTLY GENERATED FROM A SINGLE SOURCE, LIKE
C.A.P.E. AND SUZUKI, IN ORDER TO GIVE THE PUBLIC THE IMPRESSION THAT THE
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT IS A « MULTI–SOURCE » OF RESPONSES THROUGH SEVERAL WELL –ORCHESTRATED « SHIELD » ORGANIZATIONS.
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Susan Koswan.
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Min ister's Speech
Tuesday, December 16th, 2008, 7:05 P.M.
Remarks from :
The Honourable John Gerretsen
Minister of the Environment
To
Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and the Environment (CPCHE)
Thank you Bob, for that kind introduction.
(Minister introduced by Bob Oliver, Executive Director, Pollution Probe)
I’m pleased to be here this evening.
Our government is proud to have partnered with the CPCHE in the cross– 28 of 34.
country consultations resulting in the Vision and Strategy document, which we
will be hearing about from Erica Phipps in just a few minutes.
Since the beginning, our government has made the health of families, particularly children, our most important priority.
This is not something that we view as a separate or isolated environmental initiative.
Our work on reducing toxics in our air, land and water is integral to our overall
environmental goals.
From protecting our sources of drinking water, restoring Lake Simcoe and the
Great Lakes to a healthy state, working to clean the air we breathe and fighting
climate change, building a new framework to manage our waste and reducing
toxics in our environment — it’s a new roadmap for environmental protection
in Ontario.
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Reducing toxics in our air and water
Many of you may already be aware of our Toxics Reduction Strategy, but I want
to give more context on this initiative and explore the ways we are addressing
“toxics” in other areas of the Ministry of the Environment.
We have been working on many fronts to reduce the amount of toxics going
into our environment.
For example, we’ve set 19 new or updated air standards for 14 air toxics, including lead.
We have also implemented new province–wide regulatory requirements to protect children from exposure to elevated lead levels that may be present in the
plumbing of older neighbourhoods, schools and day–care centres.
29 of 34.
We’ve instituted a successful program to flush plumbing systems to deal with
the lead issue in schools. That program is working well.
In partnership with the federal government we’ve been investing in cleaning up
contaminated areas in the Great Lakes such as the remediation of Randle Reef
in Hamilton Harbour.
We are aspiring to a philosophy of “zero–waste” for our province and we have
approved new industry–funded waste diversion programs including a program
for Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste and Waste Electrical and Electronics
Equipment.
These programs will help prevent potentially toxic components, such as lead,
mercury, and cadmium from going into our landfills or down the drain.
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Pesticides Act
One of the first concrete steps in our Toxics Reduction Strategy came with the
province–wide ban on Cosmetic Pesticides, passed by the legislature in June.
This is an important move forward to help protect Ontario’s children and families from any potential risks associated with the unnecessary use of pesticides
on lawns, gardens and playgrounds.
I’d like to acknowledge the tremendous support we received from Jan
Kasperski, CEO of the Ontario College of Family Physicians, Gideon
Foreman of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment
along with that of many of your organizations.
Last month, we released a draft regulation laying out the proposed rules for
implementing the Cosmetic Pesticides Ban Act.
The draft regulation is posted on the Environmental Registry until December 30 of 34.
22 and can also be found on our ministry’s website.
Our provincial ban is stronger than any of the municipal by–laws currently in
place. Why ? For the simple reason that it goes the further step of banning
more than 300 of these products from sale.
We want to hear your views on the proposed lists of pesticides products as the
final regs are prepared.
We are moving. We will have the ban in place by the spring of 2009 — in time
for the growing season.
We want to move as quickly as possible given the potential implications for
people’s health, especially that of children, who, because of their small size and
development, could be most at risk from the toxic chemicals in cosmetic use
pesticides.
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Toxics Reduction Strategy
We are making progress on developing our proposed Toxics Reduction Strategy
— with the focus on reducing the use of toxic chemicals at the front end of industrial processes.
This is a significant change from the traditional “end of the pipe” approach to
reducing pollution and toxics in our environment.
Our approach would include proposed new legislation as well as ways we can
help support industry in reducing their toxics use, and make sure Ontarians
are informed about toxic substances and pollutants.
Because we need the best advice in order to devise an effective and workable
strategy; early in the process we appointed an Expert Scientific Panel co–
chaired by Professor Lynda Collins and Dr. Miriam Diamond.
31 of 34.
The Expert Panel is providing us with their advice on which toxics should be
the focus of immediate attention, action and reduction while the new toxic reduction legislation is developed.
I want to acknowledge all the hard work and effort of the panel members and
thank them for their thoughtful advice.
For a forty–five day period in late summer and fall, we posted a discussion paper on the Environmental Registry identifying the components of the proposed
Strategy and asking for public feedback.
We received 128 responses from the public.
What we learned was the public is supportive of our approach, specifically for
mandatory reporting and toxics reduction planning; transparency of reporting
and our emphasis on toxics information and education and outreach.
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That support is backed up by the recent findings from the Canadian Cancer
Society Poll that indicates the majority of Ontarians — close to 96 per cent —
support our government’s proposal for a toxics reduction strategy for industry.
Industry has also indicated its general acceptance for toxics reduction planning.
They are particularly interested in capacity building and support for efforts to
stimulate innovation and commercialization related to green chemistry and engineering.
In addition, my ministry held more than 15 targeted consultation sessions with
environmental, health groups, and industry, as well as holding multi–sectoral
sessions in five cities around Ontario. Two information sessions were held for
Aboriginal peoples as well.
We have also received advice and proposals from the Expert Panel.
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Some of their key recommendations were that our proposed legislation include:
a designated list of toxic substances, new requirements for facilities using
toxics, requirements to identify how they are currently using those substances,
as well as exploring options to reduce their use.
The Expert Panel also recognized the need to expand opportunities for facilities
in Ontario so they can better take advantage of the green economy by encouraging transformation to greener modes of production.
Informing Ontarians
Clearly, an important part of our approach will be informing Ontarians.
We need to inform people about toxics, including carcinogens, in their communities, homes and work places so they can better make decisions about their
health and that of their families.
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To keep Ontarians informed of the potential risks, the Expert Panel is recommending the development of an accessible, easy–to–understand internet portal
to provide information on how and where toxics are used.
Concern over toxic substances in our environment, including food and consumer products continues to grow.
As many of you will know, Cancer Care Ontario reports 51 per cent of the people it surveyed recently linked cancer to pollution and chemicals in the environment.
The elements of our proposed strategy are now being finalized.
Our goal is to introduce our proposed Toxics Reduction legislation in the
spring.
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Building the Green Economy
It’s clear we are all concerned with reducing toxics in our air, land and water.
Here in Ontario, we have one of the largest industrial and commercial sectors
in North America.
We cannot ignore the reality that our manufacturing base is undergoing serious economic pressures in the face of a widespread global downturn.
So, while our people’s health and the health of our environment continue to be
our government’s over–riding priorities, we also need to ensure that our chemical manufacturers and industrial sector can develop practical and realistic
plans to replace or reduce the use of toxic substances without becoming uncompetitive or losing jobs.
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We are working with other ministries across government to support Ontario’s
industry in developing green chemistry and adopt new and innovative green
technology.
We believe this can be a tremendous opportunity for Ontario to turn the challenge of dealing with toxics into an advantage.
By reducing toxics we can open up the potential for newer and greener products consumers are demanding — not just here in Ontario, but in the global
marketplace.
Ontario companies are recognizing that by improving their environmental performance they boost their bottom line.
They can save money through greater efficiency, by recovering and reusing
toxic substances, by reducing the costs of waste disposal and lowering costs of
complying with government regulations.
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At the same time, by providing greener products, they can be part of the process in transforming our economy.
Ontario is determined to be a leader in the green revolution.
We know that we have a fundamental responsibility to protect and improve the
environment — for the sake of our people today and for future generations.
The greening of our economy represents our best hope and our best path forward to a better and more sustainable future — and to the health and prosperity that Ontarians want and deserve.
Together, let’s keep working to build a clean, protected and sustainable environment for our children and our grandchildren.

Thank you.
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